2011 OVAC CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS MARQUEE MATCHUPS
103

#1 Anthony Craig (STEU)

#2 Lance Hill (PKBS) – 10 – 33-5

The first matchup of tonight’s championship finals features two sophomores.  The 1st seed, Anthony Craig, 21-3 of Steubenville, was a 2-time OAC state qualifier as a 7th & 8th grader.  He is a big 103-pounder who placed 8th last year at the OVAC’s, and was also a district qualifier.  He got into the finals by beating the 4th seed Damon Outward of Martins Ferry by a 6-3 decision.  His opponent will be Lance Hill, 33-5 of Parkersburg South.  Hill is a former WV junior state champion wrestling in his first varsity season for the Patriots.  He decisioned Zach Tubaugh of John Marshall 1-0 to get into the finals.  The two have met one time this season with Craig coming out of top with a 3-2 win.

112

#1 Josh Bartrug (RIV) – 12 – 23-2

#2 Zach Brown (OG) – 11 – 21-0

Defending OVAC 103-pound champion Josh Bartrug (23-2) will attempt to add another title to his accolades.  The River senior beat Indian Creek’s Kyle Moffitt with a close 8-7 decision in the semifinals.  His opponent, Zach Brown (21-0) is the first undefeated wrestler in tonight’s finals.  He kept his perfect record intact with 3-1 defeat of Parkersburg South’s Bryce Gainer, avenging a 2010 OVAC loss to Gainer.  He placed 5th at last year’s OVAC’s and 2nd in the WV state tournament.  Bartrug and Brown have not met this year, but last year they wrestled to a 2-0 overtime decision with Bartrug emerging as the victor.

119

#1 David Jeffrey (PKBS) – 11 – 36-3

#2 Jeremy Border (CALD) – 11 – 18-1

The second match juniors feature Parkersburg South’s David Jeffrey, 37-3 and Caldwell’s Jeremy Border (18-1).  It’s a rematch of last year’s 112-pound OVAC championship, where Jeffrey won the title with a 10-2 major decision.  Jeffrey is a 2-time WV state champion at 112 and won this year’s Las Vegas Holiday Classic last month.  He decisioned Brandon Llewellyn of Steubenville, 8-1 to reach the finals for the second year in a row.  Border finished 4th at 103 in 2009 and 7th at 112 in 2010 in the OHSAA State Tournament.  He pinned Devin Talbott of River in the second period of their semifinal match.
125

#1 Jesse Schiffbauer (UNIV) – 12 – 26-1

#2 Johnny McComas (BEAV) – 12 – 21-2

The 125-pound championship match will be a battle between two seniors.  Beaver Local’s Johnny McComas (22-2) is a 3-time OVAC placer, placing 3rd at 103 in 2009, and placing 7th at 112 in 2010.  He also placed 5th in the Division II OHSAA state tournament at 103.  McComas beat John Marshall’s Justin Goode 8-3 in the semifinals.  His opponent is University’s Jesse Schiffbauer (28-1), who hopes to become University’s first OVAC champion.  A 3-time WV state placer, he placed 3rd at 103 in 2008, runner-up at 112 in 2009, and third last year at 119.  He handed Parkersburg South’s Tyler Karcher a 14-6 major decision in the semifinals.
130 

#1 Kyle Bauer (WP) – 12 – 14-0

#2 Chase Kinemond (SHAD) – 10 – 18-0

In the first matchup of undefeated wrestlers, the 130-pound championship will see Wheeling Park’s Kyle Bauer (15-0) seeking his second straight OVAC title.  Bauer fought off mono early in the season but has managed to keep his record perfect.  He’s making his 4th appearance in the OVAC championship finals, placing 2nd at 103 in 2008, 2nd at 112 in 2009, and upsetting returning OVAC champion Arizona Miller of Beaver Local to claim the 125-pound title in 2010.  In WV state tournament action, he placed 2nd at 103 in 2008, 3rd at 112 in 2009, and was a state champion at 125 in 2010.  He handed Parkersburg South’s Jordan Quiocho a 13-2 major decision in the semifinals.  His opponent, Chase Kinemond (19-0) of Shadyside, had a late start because of his football team going late into the season, reaching the Ohio state finals.  He placed 5th at last year’s OVAC’s, and 5th in the the OHSAA Div. III state tournament.  Kinemond decisioned Kole Koper of Oak Glen 6-2 in the semifinals.  Bauer and Kinemond have never met on the mats.

135

#2 Shawn McGhee (STEU) – 11 – 20-2

#4 Tyler Richards (PKBS) – 10 – 33-3

Steubenville’s Shawn McGhee (20-2) is a junior is making his first appearance in the OVAC championship finals.  A 3-time OVAC placer, he finished 4th at 103 in 2009 and 3rd at 119 in 2010.  He was also an Ohio Div. II state qualifier in 2010.  He is hoping to follow in his father Shawn McGhee Sr.’s footsteps by becoming a second-generation OVAC champion.  He also placed 5th at this year’s Top Gun Tournament.  He pinned 3rd seed Josh Davis Bellaire late in the first period to advance to tonight’s finals.  His opponent, Tyler Richards (34-3), a sophomore from Parkersburg South upset top seed and undefeated Ian Baker of Shadyside with a 1-0 decision.  Richards is a first-time OVAC placer and placed 6th in last year’s WV state tournament at 135.  He claimed an individual title at the Las Vegas Holiday Classic last month.

140

#2 Caleb Norman – 11 – 17-3

#8 Jesse Peroots (UNIV) – 11 – 20-7

Parkersburg South’s Caleb Norman (18-3) is a junior seeking his first OVAC title.  He placed 3rd at 130 in last year’s OVAC tournament and in the WV state tournament he placed 3rd at 119 in 2009 and was a state runner-up last year at 130.  He beat unseeded Trevor Vilga of Brooke 11-5 to reach tonight’s finals.  His opponent, Jesse Perroots (22-7) of University, is the talk of Morgantown, West Virginia as he’s had a Cinderella tournament, coming into the tournament seeded 8th and knocking off two higher seeded wrestlers en route to a spot in the championship finals, the last being a 1-0 decision against #4 Jonathan Muntz of Monroe Central.

145

#1 David Schlieper (CAM) – 12 – 20-0

#2 Mason Gulash (SHAD) – 11 – 13-0

The preview of tonight’s 145-pound OVAC championship final actually happened last week at the Beallsville tournament when Cameron’s undefeated senior David Schlieper, now 20-0, handed Shadyside junior Mason Gulash his first loss on the season with 18-3 technical fall.  Schlieper is a 4-time OVAC placer, placing 5th at 119 in 2008, 4th at 119 in 2009, and 4th last year at 145.  He is also a 3-time WV state placer, placing 5th at 119 in 2008, 6th at 119 in 2009, and 3rd last year at 145.  He beat Beaver Local’s Steven Swartz by a 12-1 major decision in the semifinals.  Gulash (19-1) placed 7th at last year’s OVAC’s in the 135-pound weight class.  He decisioned Parkersburg South’s Briar Shively 9-6 to reach the championship finals.
152

#1 Dominic Prezzia (STC) – 12 – 20-0

#2 Marshall Mason (JM) – 12 – 33-1

St. Clairsville senior Dominic Prezzia, 19-0 at 152, is one of the leading candidates for this year’s Hercules Award, having registered pins in 26, 30, 45, and 35 seconds respectively in this year’s tournament.  Making his fourth appearance in the OVAC championship finals, finishing as runner-up at 130, 135, and 145, he hopes to claim his first OVAC individual title.  He finished 4th in the OHSAA Div. III state tournament at 135 in 2009 and finished 3rd last year at 145.  His opponent in the finals will be John Marshall senior Marshall Mason, who is 34-1.  Mason is a 3-time OVAC placer, placing 8th at 145 in 2009 and 6th at 160 in 2010.  He also placed 3rd in the WV state tournament last year at 160.  Mason squeaked by University’s Phil King 4-3 to reach the championship finals.  

160

#2 Cody Amos (WP) – 10 – 17-1

#4 Mike Rose (MF) – 12 – 20-1

Wheeling Park sophomore Cody Amos (18-1) is making his first appearance in the championship finals.  He placed 7th at 152 in last year’s OVAC’s and was the WV 152-pound state runner-up in 2010.  Amos pinned Harrison Central’s Doug Eddy in the first period of their semifinal bout.  His opponent, 21-1 senior Mike Rose of Martins Ferry upset top seeded and 2010 OVAC runner-up Bobby Richmond of Bishop Donahue by a 9-7 decision.  Rose is a 3-time OVAC placer making his first trip to the championship finals.  He placed 6th at 145 in 2009 and 7th at 145 in 2010.  He is also seeking his 100th win with a victory in tonight’s finals.
171

#1 Chris Smith (PKBS) – 12 – 24-3

#2 Jeff Oberdick (MF) – 11 – 17-3

Parkersburg South senior Chris Smith brings a 25-3 record into his second OVAC championship appearance.  Smith lost in overtime to Madonna’s Max Nogay to finish as the 171-pound runner-up.  He is a 3-time WV state placer, finishing 4th at 152 in 2008, 3rd at 160 in 2009, and first at 171 in 2010.  He pinned 5th seeded Brent Kirk of Buckeye Local in the semifinals.  Jeff Oberdick (19-3), is a junior from Martins Ferry.  He’s a 3-time OVAC placer making his second trip to the OVAC championship finals, losing in last year’s 189-pound championship final 7-2 to Beaver Local’s Josh Henderson.  Last year he finished 6th in the OHSAA Div. III state tournament at 171.  Oberdick decisioned Caldwell’s Kale Rayner 10-5 in the semifinals.

189

#1 Kris Lankford (UNIV) – 12 – 25-3

#3 Steven Brogle (PKBS) – 11 – 25-5

Tonight’s 189-pound final will see a rematch of the Wheeling Park Duals clash between #1 Kris Lankford (23-3) of University and #3 junior Steven Brogle (25-5) of Parkersburg South, where Brogle emerged the victor with a 3rd period pin.  Lankford is making the most of his and his team’s first OVAC tournament as he decisioned John Marshall’s Thomas Schwing 11-7 to become University’s third finalist.  Brogle placed 3rd at 189 in last year’s OVAC tournament and was a 2010 WV state qualifier.
215

#2 Dylan Davis (OG) – 11 – 18-2

Caleb Gunn (CAMB) – 12 – 24-4

Second seeded junior Dylan Davis (21-2) of Oak Glen is seeking his first OVAC title.  He placed 3rd at 215 in 2010 and 5th in the WV state tournament at 215 in 2010.  He handed Brooke’s Nicholas Pederson a 9-4 decision in the semifinals.  His opponent Caleb Gunn, a 25-4 senior from Cambridge is the only unseeded wrestler in tonight’s championship finals.  He placed 4th at 215 in 2010.  He upset #1 Greg Moray of Steubenville in an overtime rideout in their semifinal match.  Davis and Gunn have not met up since last year’s OVAC’s where Davis won by pin. 

285

#1 John Eckroth (STEU) – 12 – 10-1

#2 Aaron Silverio (SHAD) – 12 – 18-0

The final match of the night features two seniors who are returning OVAC placers.  Top seed John Eckroth (10-1) won the heavyweight title last year wrestling for Harrison Central.  His one loss came in the finals of the Top Gun tournament where he was wrestling in his first match since having his tonsils removed.  He also placed 6th at 285 in 2009.  In the OHSAA Div. II state tournament, he placed 7th at 285 in 2009 and 6th at 285 in 2010.  He had pinned his way through this year’s tournament until he ran into Weir’s Darren Starr, who held him to an 8-4 decision.  Undefeated senior Aaron Silverio of Shadyside brings an 18-0 record into the finals.  He placed 5th at last year’s OVAC’s at 285 and was a Div. III state qualifier last year.  He pinned John Marshall’s Michael Berardi in the third period of their semifinal match earlier today.  Eckroth and Silverio met in the OVAC semifinals last year, with Eckroth registering the 2-1 decision.

