106
The first semifinal matchup of the day features two juniors.  Parkersburg South’s Lance Hill is not only the top seed, but he was the champion last year at 106.  Hill reached his milestone 100th win during Thursday night’s first round.  Hill has lost only three times, this year.  All three losses came at the Ironman tournament, with two of them being injury forfeits.  His opponent, Jerad Patterson of Meadowbrook, brings an impressive 25-2 record to his first appearance in the semifinals.  Patterson decisioned #4 Josh Cornell of Oak Glen 4-0 to reach the semifinals.
The bottom bracket pits a talented freshman against an undefeated junior.  Third seed Devin Brown of Steubenville was an OVC champion last year and placed 3rd in the OAC.  The OAC is Ohio’s Junior High State Championship, with all divisions combined.  Placing at this tournament is quite an honor.  He brings a 22-4 record into his matchup with Beaver Local’s Josh Henderson, a 6th place finisher in last year’s OVAC Tournament.  Henderson has won 21 matches without a loss this year.
113
Oak Glen’s Zach Brown hopes to win his second straight OVAC title, but he’ll have to get by Martins Ferry’s Damon Outward first.  Brown is a senior who has placed 2nd in the state the past two years.  Outward, a junior, qualified for the state tournament last year.  He placed 3rd at last year’s OVAC after losing in the semifinals.   Both Brown and Outward have only lost one match apiece this year.
The only head to head semifinal match between first place Parkersburg South and second place Steubenville will see 3rd seed Anthony Craig of Steubenville take on #2 seed Bryce Gainer of Parkersburg South.  Craig is a 2011 state placewinner who dropped an overtime decision in the OVAC finals last year to Gainer’s teammate Lance Hill.  Placing in his 3rd straight OVAC tournament, Craig, a junior, brings a 15-5 record into the semifinals.  Gainer, a senior, has placed 3rd at the OVAC the past two years as well as placing 2nd in the state the past two years.  The two did not meet up at the Wheeling duals, as Craig bumped up to face South’s David Jeffrey at 126.

120
The upper bracket of the 120-pound weight class features two seniors.  Top seed Tyler Karcher from Parkersburg South has placed 6th and 5th in his previous two OVAC tournaments and hopes to take home the title for his final appearance.  Also a 2-time state placer, Karcher brings a 29-3 record into the match.  His opponent, Martins Ferry’s C. J. Williams is making his first semifinal appearance and will be placing at the OVAC tournament for the first time.  Williams has lost just two matches this year.
Oak Glen’s Tyler Brown is hoping that he’ll get some momentum from a win by his twin brother Zach at 113.  Brown placed 7th at last year’s OVAC, but this is first appearance in the semifinals.  He has qualified for the state tournament the past two years, placing 4th his sophomore year.  His opponent is Steubenville junior Anthony Parada, who defeated him 10-4 when they faced each other earlier in the season.  Parada placed 7th in last year’s OVAC tournament.
126
Parkersburg South’s David Jeffrey is entering the homestretch of what is arguably the most successful wrestling career at Parkersburg South.  A candidate for West Virginia’s Dutton Award, Jeffrey has never lost a match to a West Virginia opponent, he has registered 112 pins en route to an incredible 187-9 record and looks to become only the second wrestler in the Mountain State to amass 200 career wins. His opponent, sophomore Kameron Rayner of Caldwell, will put a perfect 22-0 record on the line when he faces Jeffrey for the first time.  
Barnesville senior Clay Crosier has lost only once this year.  He finished 6th at last year’s OVAC tournament and was a sectional runner-up.  Crosier has pinned his way to his very first semifinal appearance.  Concidentlly, he squares off with the only wrestler who has beaten him this year -Wheeling Park’s Dylan Taylor, an impressive freshman who is seeded #2. Taylor finished his junior high career with 101 wins, was ranked 1st in the nation by USA Wrestling/Cliff Keen.  He’s a 2-time Tulsa Nationals Champion and a 1-time runner-up.  He’s one of 20 wrestlers to be invited to join the 2012 Ohio All-Star Team this summer.  This is the same team that in 1992, that his father Jason, a 3-time WV state champion and 1-time OVAC champion, his uncle Sean Doyle were on.  The team was also coached by his grandfather, Dr. Dan Doyle.
132
Caldwell senior Jeremy Border has won in the semifinals each of the previous years, only to find himself having to settle for runner-up honors each time.  The tournament’s top seed at 132, he’s hoping for a win in the semifinals to put him in position to finally take home an OVAC title.  He is a 3-time state placer, having finished 4th, 7th and 2nd.  He is currently ranked #1 in the state of Ohio.  He faces Beaver Local junior Ron Foster, who’s making his first trip to the semifinals.  Foster defeated crosstown rival and #4 Frankie Williams to advance to the semifinals.
River junior Devin Talbott won his 100th career match during yesterday’s action.  He has now placed in three straight OVAC tournaments and is wrestling in the semifinals for the second time.  He lost by fall last year to Border, but hopes to grab a spot in the finals this year.  His opponent is Parkersburg South’s Tyler Richards who won his 100th match last week.  Richards is a 2-time state placer as well as a 2-time OVAC placer.  He finished as runner-up last year after dropping an 8-0 major decision to Big Red’s Shawn McGhee.
138
Shadyside’s Ian Baker is making his 3rd straight semifinal appearance.  Returning from a recent injury, Baker appears to be picking up right where he left off.  After placing second as a freshman, Baker placed 3rd last year after losing in the semifinals.  A 2011 state qualifier, Baker has made his way to the semifinals with two quick pins and a tight 1-0 decision over Brooke’s Josh Higgins.  His opponent is Big Red senior Chastin Hobley, who’s placing in the OVAC tournament for the first time as well as wrestling in the semifinals for the first time.  Hobley qualified for the 2011 state tournament after finishing 2nd in the sectional and 5th in the district.

Caldwell senior Zac Cline puts an unblemished 26-0 record on the line as he faces Parkersburg South’s Briar Shively.  Both wrestlers are 2-time OVAC placers.
145
In a David and Goliath battle at 138, 3-time OVAC placer Steubenville Goliath Shawn McGhee is a defending OVAC champion who also placed his freshman and sophomore years.  A 2-time state qualifier, McGhee has lost just twice in his senior year.  His opponent is Cambridge junior Sawyer Leppla, who entered the tournament unranked but defeated both the #4 and #5 seeds en route to his second appearance in the semifinals.

The bottom bracket features a battle of undefeated seniors, as Shadyside senior Mason Gulash, a 6th place finisher in last year’s state tournament, faces Bellaire’s Josh Davis, who’s qualified for the state tournament twice and placed at the OVAC every year.  Gulash only had two matches under his belt when he entered the tournament this year, as he’s just returning after an injury he sustained in football.  He finished as runner-up to McGhee last year at 145.  
152
Shadyside junior Alex Quinn is back after missing last season.  Quinn finished as runner-up his freshman year, and has stormed through the bracket this year, recorded all his wins by fall, the fastest being 5 seconds.  He faces University senior Jesse Perrotts, himself a 2nd place OVAC finisher as he finished as runner-up in last year’s 140-pound weight class.

In one of just a handful of rematches, Wheeling Park’s Danny Colby, the #3 seed, takes on the #2 seed Trent Mays of Steubenville.  Colby placed 3rd in last year’s OVAC.  Mays, a talented freshman who was an OVC champion and a runner-up at the 2011 OAC All-Division tournament, defeated Colby 11-3 when Park and Big Red met up recently.  
160
Harrison Central senior Doug Eddy is making his second appearance in the semifinals.  The #1 seed, he placed 7th his sophomore year and 3rd last year.  He faces unseeded Daniel Lattanzio a junior from Beaver Local, who upset both the #5 and #4 seeds en route to his first semifinal appearance.

Parkersburg South junior Jake Alexander is enjoying his first OVAC tournament as well as his first full year as a member of the Patriot varsity squad.  He is currently ranked #3 in West Virginia.  His opponent, Levi Spencer, a junior from Shadyside who came into the tournament with an even 6-6 record, scored the first upset of the tournament, when he pinned the #7 seed during Thursday’s first round.  He’s on a roll as he won his next two matches by fall.

170
In a repeat of 2011, Wheeling Park junior Cody Amos has stormed through his bracket to get to the semifinals.  So far he has spent a total 1:38 on the mat as he continues his quest to defend his 2011 OVAC championship.  Amos is also a 2-time WV state runner-up.  He faces Parkersburg South’s Drake Mills who has also pinned his way to the semifinals.  Mills is a sophomore who is making his first trip to the OVAC tournament as a member of the Patriot wrestling contingent.

Jake Howarth, a senior from Big Red, placed 6th at last year’s OVAC, but this is his first time wrestling in the semifinals.  Howarth, a 2011 sectional champion who brings a 20-4 record into the match, will faced Caldwell senior Kale Rayner, who brings a perfect 26-0 record into the match.  Rayner finished in 5th place at last year’s OVAC and has continued his winning ways with 3 straight pins so far in the tournament.

182
Last year’s Hercules Award winner Steven Brogle from Parkersburg South appears to be on amission to repeat his performance from a year ago.  Brogle, a senior with a 29-5 record, has won all three of his matches in this year’s tournament in less than 50 seconds.  Last year’s 189-pound champion,  Brogle also placed 3rd as a sophomore.  He placed 3rd in the state last year and placed 6th at the prestigious Ironman tournament this year.  He faces Wheeling Park’s Luke Braunlich, a 25-8 senior who is wrestling in the semifinals for the first time as well as placing in the tournament for the first time.

Another first time semifinalist and placer is University’s Nate Constante.  A junior with a 25-5 record, he’s ranked 4th in the state of West Virginia.  His opponent is Martins Ferry senior Jeff Oberdick, a 2-time finalist and 4-time OVAC placer.  He placed 6th in the state as a sophomore.  He’s been fighting concussions off and on for the past two years.  So far he has pinned his way to the semifinals.

195
The biggest upset of the tournament so far belongs to John Marshall’s Thomas Schwing, a senior who came into the tournament as the #8 seed, upset #1 Matt Shurina from Harrison 3-2 in the quarterfinals.  That sets up a rubber match with Big Red’s Charlie Keenan, a junior with a 22-2 record.  One of those losses came to Schwing by a 4-3 decision in early December. Keenan got revenge at the Wheeling Park duals when he won 9-8.  This will be a match to watch, as these two wrestlers appear to be evenly matched.

The bottom bracket features two wrestlers who each only have one loss to their name.  Brooke junior Nathan Dawson placed 5th in the OVAC as a freshman and was the 2011 WV state runner-up as well as a 4th place finisher his freshman year.  He faces Madonna’s Chrisitan Roe, a senior.  Roe, the lone remaining wrestler from Madonna, placed 4th in last year’s OVAC and was the 2011 WV state runner-up.

220
Big Red junior Greg Moray not only brings an impressive 23-1 record into the semifinals, he can also boast that 21 of those wins came by fall, including three straight pins in this year’s tournament.  Moray placed 5th as a freshman and 3rd as a sophomore, and hopes to climb higher this year with a win in the semifinals.  His opponent is Evan Hamilton, a senior from Morgantown with a 28-7 record.  Both a first-time semifinalist and placer, Hamilton finished 5th in the state last year and is currently ranked #5 in the state.

John Marshall’s Cullen Ebbert is a sophomore with a 30-7 record.  He’s a first-time place as well as a first-time semifinalist.  He placed 4th in the state as a freshman.  Oak Glen’s Dylan Davis, who claimed his 100th career victory during Friday’s action, is a senior with a 19-2 record.  He was runner-up in the OVAC last year at 215 and placed 3rd as a a sophomore.  He’s also a 3-time state qualifier and one-time state placer.
285
The upper bracket of the Heavyweight class matches a senior up against a freshman.  Weir’s Darren Starr enters the semifinals with 18 wins an no losses.  He finished 3rd in last year’s OVAC tournament and finished 8th as a sophomore.  He’s made the trip to the state tournament the past two years, having placed 4th in 2010.  He’s made it to the semifinals by way of three straight pins.  He faces Parkersburg South’s Thomas Hall, a freshman with a 25-7 record.  Hall is the biggest wrestler on the South team,  and he’s also the youngest.  The final freshman in the semifinals, Hall is part of one of the most talented freshman classes the OVAC has seen in some time.

Caldwell senior Tim Schenkel is a light heavyweight who placed 8th in last year’s OVAC tournament.  He brings a 17-3 record into the semifinals.  He faces Morgantown junior Taylor Oritz, who placed 6th in last year’s OVAC.  Ortiz has made quick work of his opponents in this year’s tournament, as he’s pinned each of them in less than one minute.
