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Nine is Fine
The Story of the 2004-05

Oak Glen High School Varsity Wrestling Team
(The following is a labor of love. It is not perfect, however, so please forgive any omissions or errors and bring them to my attention to correct future versions. My wife Caren and I attempted to score every varsity match of the entire 2004-05 season, often going to the team statisticians when we missed something. Below, duals and tournaments are presented in story form; usually, but not always, beginning to end as the match or tourney progressed. We included most individual matches but not all. Opinions expressed are mine alone. All mistakes are mine also.)

By Fred Miller
The season began with practice on Nov. 18, 2004, but of course it began long before that, with lifting and camps and all the things wrestlers, coaches, parents and supporters do to get ready for wrestling season.

The Bears looked to be a super strong team again, with eight returning OVAC placers and eight returning state placers. The team would be defending an OVAC overall crown and eighth-straight state title, and looking to repeat at both. An experienced group of seniors and juniors were depended on to carry the squad. There were questions to be answered with several younger wrestlers filling holes in the lineup.

The team suffered a setback before the season ever started when Brennon Chambers, a senior and defending state champion at 135, suffered a shoulder injury in practice that ended his high school wrestling career. He would continue to practice with the team, helping bring along younger wrestlers.

Oak Glen 42, South Side 28
Home, Dec. 8, 2004

Being so near to each other, it seems strange OG and SS apparently had not wrestled a high school dual before, at least not in recent history. Both youth programs are in the Western Area Wrestling Association (WAWA), however, and so many names and faces on the South Side squad are familiar to Oak Glen wrestlers and fans. As one SS father commented sometime later, SS really didn’t have a strong program until the last 10-15 years. South Side came into this dual with another strong team after posting a 40-9 record in the previous three seasons, winning two Section 2 AA championships and two MAC championships, making it to the WPIAL semi’s two years ago and being WPIAL runner-up last year. Hopefully, the cross-state match will become an annual rivalry.

OG won this match as it would several other tough duals this season, with key individual victories and overall team strength.

171 – Dave Foltz draws a tough match to start the season: Corey Checkan, a senior who was fourth in the state last year. Foltz gets pinned in the first. 0-6 SS
189 – Chris Stevens brings the Bears even by pinning sophomore Jimmy Martz in the second period, 3:52. Teams tied 6-6.

215 – Cody Potts steadily outpoints junior James Chambers throughout the match, doing as he did so frequently all year, getting takedowns and giving escapes. With two seconds to go he adds another takedown to make it a major decision, 14-6. 10-6 OG.
275 – Bryan Rowland gets the first takedown, but bigger Kevin Hartung (they were always bigger!) comes back to tie it up, 3-3, before scoring the fall at 4:26. 10-12 SS.

103 – Nick McAvoy picks up a forfeit to put the Bears up again. 16-12 OG
112 – Ethan Dray wrestles his first varsity match up a weight and against a tough junior, Kevin Brodmerkel, losing 3-12. Tied again, 16-16.
119 – Brandon Miller picks up a forfeit. 22-16 OG.
125 – Brandon Davis pins sophomore Zack Clark at 3:36. OG 28-16.
130 – Dirk Baker wins by forfeit. OG 34-16.
135 – Matt Longshore gets a forfeit for the Rams. OG 34-22.
140 – Jessie Mahan maj. decisions senior Matt Weinstein, 11-0. 38-22 OG.
145 – Joel Timmons is dec. by senior Josh Smitsky 4-0. Bears still up, 38-25.
152 – Cody Miller is decisioned in his first varsity match by sophomore Keegan Donnan, 6-2. 38-28 OG.
160 – Rhett Northcraft outpoints junior Sam Tellish, 12-3.

Final score, 42-28.

Brooke Classic
At Brooke High School, Dec. 10-11, 2004

Oak Glen with 338 points takes second place out of 13 teams in a very tough early season tournament featuring mostly Pa. teams. (Canon-McMillan is first with 461, W. Greene 3rd with 281, McGuffey 4th at 264).

OG has one champion, Cody Potts at 215.

Mahan and Stevens finish 2nd
B. Miller, Northcraft, Foltz are 3rd
Davis, Baker, Timmons are 4th
Coach Shaw: “I think we did well for an early season tournament.”

(Last year the Bears placed third with 337 points and one champion, Northcraft, at 152.  Potts was 2nd. B. Miller, Mahan, Drew Stevens, Chris Stevens all were 3rd. Brennon Chambers was 4th)
Brooke Classic summary by weight class
103 – Nick McAvoy is pinned by Brooke’s Daniel Felton, the eventual third place finisher. Nick pins Patrick Gouin of Washington in 5:59 to get his first varsity win. Colin Johnston of CM wins the weight class.

112 – Ethan Dray is pinned by Chris Pihiou of CM 3:32; loses to Justin Blumer of West Greene 7-2; loses 0-4 to Nowlin of ?; and is pinned by Jobey Knapton of East Fairmont in the second.

119- Brandon Miller goes 6-0 in pool, loses 1-0 to Abbie Rush of Wheeling Park in semi-finals. In consolations he pins Jon Drzemiecki of Shaler Academy in first period to take third. Korey Bissett of West Greene wins weight class 5-0 over Rush.

125 – Brandon Davis beats Brooke’s Jeremy Durbin 12-8; maj. dec. Zach Morton of E. Fairmont 9-1; loses to Stew Guthrie of W. Greene 18-2; beats Gary Smith of Washington 11-7. In semi’s he loses an action-packed 19-16 match to Wheeling Park’s Ronnie Green. Davis loses 8-3 to Caleb Little of McGuffey in consolation finals to take fourth.

130 – Dirk Baker pins Greg Smith of Washington in 3:00; beats Tyler Milliken of McGuffey in OT; loses a decision to Mat Nelson, the eventual champion; beats Cory Tharp of West Greene 6-3; maj. dec. Bruce Kennedy of Wheeling Park 11-2. After losing 7-0 to Matt Ryan of Canon-McMillan in the semis, he injury defaults to Crain Johnston of Indian Creek in consolation finals to take fourth.

135 – no entry

140 – Jessie Mahan pins Tucker Conklin of West Greene 1:10; pins Nate Mast of Washington in the first. In a big matchup with Matt Emery of Indian Creek, Jessie up 2-1 in first. Emery ties it in second 2-2, Jessie goes ahead 3-2 with a stalling point, then gets an escape to start the third period. Emery stalling like crazy. Takedown in third seals win for Mahan, 6-2. Jessie tech falls Matt Conklin of Wheeling Park 15-0; maj. dec. Kaleb Eakle of East Fairmont 13-5; beats Adam Miles of Canon-McMillan 6-2. He pins East Liverpool’s Dean Hornbeck in 1:10 in the semi’s but loses in finals to Nick Nelson of Shaler 16-4 to finish second.

145 – Joel Timmons goes 4-1 in pool, losing only to Alex Evans, eventual champion. In the semi’s, Joel loses 3-0 to Cody Renner of West Greene. Joel loses 3-1 in consolation finals to Luke Russman of CM 3-1 to finish fourth.

152 – Cody Miller loses 4-2 to Steven Mick of Fairmont Senior; in second match is down 11-4 to A.J. Wilson of W. Greene, when he comes alive and loses only 11-9; gets first varsity win with pin of Patric Murphey of East Fairmont in first period; beats Shane Walters of Indian Creek 9-6; pins John Huff of Brooke in 1:11.

160 – Rhett Northcraft loses 9-2 to Juroon Maier of CM (who will fall 3-2 in the finals to Dana Davis); tech falls Aaron Hrutkay of Bethlehem Center 20-2; maj. dec Cody Miller (!) of West Greene 16-3, TF Curtis Howard of Shaler 17-0; pins Michael Piszczor of McGuffey 2:25. In the semi’s, Northcraft is very unhappy about getting pinned in the third by Dana Davis (5:05), whom he will see again significantly in the OVAC finals. He tech falls Drew Retton of Fairmont Senior 16-0 to take third place.

171 – Dave Foltz pins Brad Ensell of Indian Creek in 0:44; pins Andy Adkins of East Liverpool 1:13; loses by fall to Ben Dunaway of McGuffey; pins Justin Ammons of Fairmont Sr. in 0:37; beats D.J. Lohr of West Greene 7-1. Foltz loses 11-2 in the semi’s to Jimmy Ellis of Canon-McMillan. He meets Adam Gibson of Wheeling Park in consolation finals (they will meet again twice in the OVAC). No score in first; in second period Gibson gets escape; in third Gibson called for full Nelson to tie it 1-1. No score in OT. Foltz wins in a rideout to finish third.

189 Chris Stevens pins Tom Kettlewell of WP at 3:38; pins John Jasper of Fairmont Sr. in 3:08; loses to Garrett Hunter of McGuffey 11-3; pins Ron Yeardie of Beth Center in 1:22. In semi’s, Stevens has back and forth match with Ben Maund of Canon-McMillan. Chris is up 5-2 in first, tied 5-5 in second, up 10-9, Maund ties it 10-10 at the end of second. In third Chris goes up 12-10 with a reverse and wins 15-10. In finals Chris gets Hunter again, loses again10-4 to finish second.

215 Cody Potts pins Brandon Bennett of East Fairmont 1:52; pins Ryan Pierson of Washington 1:57; dec. Price Cheek of West Greene 7-4; pins Nick Hvizdak of Brooke 1:52. In semi’s, Potts outpoints Ron Tuttledale of CM 4-2; in finals, he uses a duck-under to score first, and beats Indian Creek’s beefy Brian Bovina 5-1.

275 – Bryan Rowland pins T.J. Slager of EL 2:37; hurts knee in second match with Gaynon Brunner of E. Fairmont.

Quad at Morgantown
 Dec. 18, 2004

Oak Glen travels to Morgantown for a quad with Fairmont Senior, Morgantown and Indian Creek. Last year the Bears handled all three squads. This year was no different. Fairmont Sr. beats IC 48-26 and Morgantown 57-21 to go 2-1 for the quad. Indian Creek defeats Morgantown 56-24.
OG 63-Morgantown 12

275 – Rowland’s knee hurting, is held out. S. Warnick gets a forfeit. 0-6 Morgantown
103 – Ethan Dray, now wrestling at 103, gets his first varsity win with a first-period pin of T. Newbrough. 6-6 tie.
112 – Preston Andrews, joining the varsity at 112, loses to Jake Hall 4-0. Morgantown 9-6.

119 – Brandon Davis is up in the first 5-0 over P. Pikulski with a takedown and near fall. Cruises to 9-0 win. 10-9 Bears.
125 – Brandon Miller tech falls I. Frist 17-0. OG 15-9
130 – Dirk Baker gets a forfeit. 21-9 Bears.
135 – Zack Six begins his varsity career with a quick pin of B. Johnston, 0:56. Bears cruising, 27-9.
140 – Jessie Mahan scores another quick pin in 0:47. Justin Hall the victim. 33-9.
145- Joel Timmons loses 6-1 to Micah Gerasimovich, who is destined to win 145 championship at WV states in AAA this year. 33-12 Bears.
152 – Cody Miller gets what turns out to be his only forfeit of the year. 39-12 OG
160 – Northcraft, quick pin of A. Lester, 0:54. 45-12.
171 - Dave Foltz pins C. Imegi at 2:14 after leading 16-3. 51-12 OG
189 – C Stevens pins K. Lin in 1:39. 57-12
215 – Potts gets a forfeit. 

63-12 final score (last year, 68-6)

OG 50, Indian Creek 21

275 – Rowland is beating C. Hammond 7-2 when his knee is injured again as Hammond is working for the fall. The ref does not see the tap-out and calls the fall at 3:42. 0-6 Creek.

103 – Ethan Dray returns the favor with a 40-second pin of M. DiCarlo. 6-6.
112 – Preston Andrews gets the forfeit. 12-6 OG.
119 – Brandon Davis is pinned in 1:18 by Creek’s standout James Myers. 12-12.
125 – Brandon Miller and R. Martin are scoreless in the first, but Brandon starts the second with a reversal. He wins 8-2. OG up three, 15-12.
130 – Dirk Baker is pinned at 3:48 by Craig Johnston. Creek by three, 15-18.
135 – Zack Six makes short work of C. Jordan, pinning him at 1:10. 21-18. OG never trails after this..

140 – Jessie Mahan is up 14-2 on D. Pendleton when he pins him in the third, 4:40. 27-18 OG.

145 – Joel Timmons scoreless against Z. Pendleton in the first and tied 2-2 in second, but will lose 4-8. 27-21 OG.
152 – Cody Miller again has Shane Walters’ number. Wins 5-0. 30-21 OG.
160 – Rhett Northcraft does his thing with T. Miller, racking up takedowns and near falls at will. Final tech fall score, 22-5; all five of Miller’s points are escapes. 35-21 OG.
171 – Dave Foltz scores 11 points before pinning B. Ensell at 1:19. 41-21 Bears.
189 – Chris Stevens pins A. Cowser at 2:31. 47-21.
215 – Cody Potts meets Creek’s big beefy Brian Bovina again. Bovina may be as strong but is not as quick or skilled. Potts gets an ankle pick to score a takedown. Bovina escapes in the first and second to tie it at 2-2. In the third, Cody gets an escape and a takedown?, gives an escape; final score 5-3 Potts.

Final team score 50-21 (last year 40-20)

OG 65 - Fairmont Sr. 6

275 – Fairmont’s first points would be its only points in the dual, a forfeit for M. Bosley because of Rowland’s injured knee. 0-6 Fairmont
103 – Ethan Dray pins C. Satterfield 1:51. tied 6-6.
112 – Preston Andrews is losing to A. Thompson 0-4 when he pins him with a Peterson in the second, bringing cheering teammates to their feet. 12-6 OG.
119 – Brandon Davis pins B. Caputo at 1:20.  18-6 OG.
125 – Brandon Miller and Joe Viani are scoreless in the first. Brandon scores an escape in the second period and a takedown in the third to win it 3-0. 21-6 OG
130 – Dirk Baker and Mike Michaleski are scoreless in the first. Michaleski escapes in the second but Baker gets the takedown to go up 2-1, and ices it in the third with a reversal; final, 4-1 Baker wins.(Michaleski will place fourth at states in AAA). 24-6 OG.
135 – Zack Six pins T. Long at 5:10. 30-6 Bears.
140 – Jessie Mahan grinds out tough 4-0 win over S. Ford (who will place sixth at states.) 33-6 OG.

145 – Joel Timmons scores fall against E. Moore at 1:48. 39-6 OG.

152 – Cody Miller dec. S. Mick 8-3. He had lost to Mick at Brooke Classic. 42-6 Bears.
160 – Rhett Northcraft tech falls Drew Retton 15-0. (Retton will drop to 152 at state tourney and take fifth place in AAA.) 47-6 OG.
171 – Dave Foltz scores the fall at 1:33 over J. Ammon. 53-6 Bears.
189 – Chris Stevens pins J. Jasper at 3:11. 59-6 OG.
215 – Cody Potts pins D. Manck at 2:17. 

Final score 65-6 (OG won 61-6 last year.)

Oak Glen 41-Parkersburg South 25

At Home, Dec. 23, 2004

Oak Glen’s 160-pounder Rhett Northcraft sets the tone for Thursday’s matchup with perennial state wrestling power Parkersburg South when he takes down Nick Munday in the third period to win 5-4.

Chris Stevens puts the Golden Bears ahead to stay with a third -period pin of Ryan Mather at 189 pounds, but it takes Cody Pott’s reverse pin of Josh Davis at 215 pounds to really set the Oak Glen fieldhouse rocking.

Potts is losing 4-2 to Josh Davis when, with Davis in control and on Pott’s back, the Oak Glen wrestler turns them both on their backs, reaches back and takes Davis’ head, and drives with his legs to record a defensive fall with 12 seconds to go in the match. Potts jumps up and pumps his fists in victory as the home crowd rises to its feet.

The Bears record five pins - including two from freshmen - to South’s one fall on the day, helping Oak Glen to a 41-25 dual meet victory. Oak Glen is now 5-0 in duals on the season.

South had won last year’s dual on its home mat, 39-13.

“Two-fifteen really kind of swung the match,” said Larry Shaw of Potts’ win. He also cited Northcraft’s win over Munday and wins at 119, 130 and 135 pounds as key victories.

“I’m really proud of their effort. Every time out we get better. We had really good practices this week and they turned it up today,” Shaw said.

He noted that Parkersburg South Coach Tim McCartney had some of his quality wrestlers out of the lineup due to illness and injury, but Oak Glen has had to patch up its lineup as well.

“We have a serious problem,” said McCartney said after the match. “We’ve been sick but that’s no excuse. . . that was the poorest exhibition I’ve seen from our kids.”

Saying “I don’t know if it’s me or if it’s them,” McCartney said he would be looking for answers.

Starting the dual match at 160 pounds, Northcraft takes an early 3-1 lead on Munday, who has beaten him before. Munday comes back to tie and then lead 4-3 before Northcraft’s takedown in the third gives him the win.

Dave Foltz loses 6-2 to Brian Teeter at 171 pounds to knot the team score at 3-3, but Chris Stevens leads all the way before recording the fall at 4:56 over Ryan Mather. In Stevens’ match fans see one of the first applications of a new near fall injury rule. When a wrestler has another in a near-fall position and the match is stopped for injury, the controlling wrestler gets the near fall points plus one.

After Potts’ pin, the Bears lead 15-3.

Brian Rowland, Oak Glen’s smallish 275-pounder, loses by major decision to Josiah Dorton, 8-0, but then freshman 103-pound Ethan Dray pins Corey Matheny in the third period to bring the team score to 21-7. After Preston Andrews at 112 loses by fall at 0:45 to Hueston Keller, the Bears go unbeaten through four weight classes. Shaw said Brandon Davis defeated a very good wrestler in Travis Townsend at 119 pounds, winning 10-4. Brandon Miller tech-falls his opponent Dustin Piggot 17-1. At 130 pounds, Dirk Baker is losing 4-2 when he pins Justin Delancey in 5:15. The Bears are comfortably ahead by 35-13 at this point, when freshman Zack Six adds six more team points with a second period pin of Nathan Hall at 135 pounds. The Bears lose the last three matches as they hit the meat of South’s lineup this day - two of them defending state champions - but the big lead holds up for a final score of 41-25.

(Note: Matheny, Keller, S. Smith, Chad Porter, Teeter, Davis and Dorton will be among the eight PS wrestlers to place 2nd at state in 2005. Townsend and Kelley are third, Munday fourth. Codi Norman, at 189 PS’s only ’05 champion, did not come to OG. Neither did Zac McCray, who places second at 135. )

Oak Glen 41-Parkersburg South 25
160 - R. Northcraft (OG) dec. N. Munday 5-4

171 - B. Teeter (PS) dec. D. Foltz  6-2

189 - C. Stevens (OG) pinned R. Mather 4:56

215 - C. Potts (OG) pinned J. Davis 5:48

275 - J. Dorton (PS) maj. dec. B. Rowland 8-0

103 - E. Dray (OG) pinned C. Matheny 4:30

112 - H.  Keller (PS) pinned P. Andrews 0:48

119 - B. Davis (OG) dec. T. Townsend 10-4

125 - B. Miller (OG) tech fall D. Piggott 17-1

130 - D. Baker (OG) pinned J. Delancey 5:15

135 - Z. Six (OG) pinned N. Hall 2:49

140 - A. Kelly (PS) dec. J. Mahan 11-4

145 - S. Smith (PS) maj. dec. J. Timmons 12-4

152 - C. Porter (PS) tech fall C. Miller 19-2

Junior Varsity

103 - N. McAvoy (OG) dec. N. Bush 10-4

125 - M. Rawson  (OG) pinned M. Carpenter 3:28

140 - M. Dunn (PS) pinned M. Murray O:42

145 - J. Aldin (PS) dec. T.J. Osbon 5-4

215 - D. Collins (OG) pinned K. Wine 1:50

275 - R. Health (OG) pinned J. Pavelich 2:33

112 - N. Bush (PS) dec. A. Adams 10-4

125 - M. Rawson (OG) dec. B. Wolf 10-8 OT

11th annual 2004 St. Clairsville Best Value Tournament
St. Clairsville, Ohio, Wed-Thurs Dec. 29-30

Oak Glen has owned this tournament since 1998; this year the domination continues..

The Golden Bears are on top of a 14-team field after the first four rounds Wednesday, winning 32 matches – 25 by fall – and losing only seven to rack up 140.5 team points. Cambridge is the next closest team with 102.5 points. Barnesville sits in third with 101.

Going undefeated through the first four rounds for Oak Glen are Ethan Dray at 103, Brandon Davis at 119, Brandon Miller at 125, Zack Six at 135, Jessie Mahan at 140, Joel Timmons at 145, Cody Miller at 152, Rhett Northcraft at 160, Dave Foltz at 171, Chris Stevens at 189 and Cody Potts at 215. Northcraft was last year’s MVP of the tournament as a sophomore.

Oak Glen’s Josh Greathouse, wrestling unattached, scores an upset by beating the first 

seed at 171 pounds, Teay Valley’s Josh Conn, 9-4, in the first round. Greathouse pins two other opponents but loses in overtime 4-2 to third seed Kyle Smith of Barnesville.

The tournament format is round-robin matches in two pools of seven or eight wrestlers per weight class. 

 TEAM STANDINGS (after four rounds)1. Oak Glen 140.5, 2. Cambridge 102.5, 3. Barnesville 101, 4. Teays Valley 99.5, 5. Dover 98.5, 6. Marietta 80, 7. East Liverpool 75,  8. Shenandoah 74, 9. Harrison Central 70.5, 10. Tallmadge 60.5, 11. Nitro 54.5, 12. St. Clairsville 53,13 Shadyside 51.5, 14. Wellsville 45.5

Summary by weight class

103 – Ethan Dray starts with an old youth wrestling teammate, Cagney Springer of East Liverpool, pinning him at 1:52. (Springer will finish fifth.) Next, Dray pins Nathan Roe of ShenandoahX in 13 seconds. After two byes, Dray pins Zac Conn of Teays ValleyX at 3:39, gets another bye, and gets pinned by Paul Rose of Cambridge, the eventual champion. (Dray will get payback on Rose at OVAC.) In the consolation final, Dray pins Chad Parson of Marietta in 26 seconds to take third.

112 – Preston Andrews loses 4-0 to John Ray of Cambridge, the eventual third place finisher, is tech falled by EL’s Anthony Duffield, eventual champion, and decisions Dean Phillips of Harrison Central 10-3. He loses 9-3 to Jeff Brown of Tallmadge.

119 – Brandon Davis scores three quick pins: Nick Ursetti of Tallmadge in 1:10, Mike Minnet of Barnesville in 0:36, and Ricky Williams? of Wellsville in 0:35. The next two take a little more time: Nick Oberdick of St. Clairsville, 3:58, and Scott McDonald of Shenandoah, 3:41. His toughest match is a 6-4 overtime win against junior Dustin Daugherty of Cambridge, who will place seventh at OVAC. In the finals he is decisioned 15-6 by Nitro senior Anthony Easter to place second. (Easter will go on to be a 4X state champ this year, with no offensive points scored against him until his finals match with Abbie Rush.)

125 – Brandon Miller begins with a pin of Zach Klug of ShadysideX (2:32), then has to sit out two byes. He pins Chris Grant of Harrison Central at 2:26, then tech falls his final three pool opponents: Joey Hoover of ShenandoahX 18-1, Justin Clendenin of Shadyside 17-0, and Brandon Brown of Teays Valley 15-0. In the finals he pins St. Clairsville’s Zack Androsko in 3:38.

130 – Dirk Baker pins Justin Rossiter of Shenandoah in 53 seconds and Damien Saracco of WellsvilleX in 1:24. He loses to Sean Mahley of Cambridge 11-3, and Shaun Yackey of Dover 12-2, then dec. Jeremy Archual of Tallmadge 8-2 and tech falls Kevin Riggle of East Liverpool 16-0. In consolations he beats Barnesville’s Daniel Magers 6-4 in overtime to take fifth.

135 – Zack Six begins with two pins: Nathan Hrinko of Shenandoah (1:59) and Matt Stacy of Wellsville (1:45). He wins a maj. dec. over Sam Yockey of St. Clairsville before dropping a 5-2 decision to Micah Bryan of DoverX. (Bryan placed fourth, the only other alternate besides Greathouse to place). Six loses 21-10 to K.C. Stemen of Teays Valley, the eventual second place finisher, and injury defaults out of the fifth place match with Chad Teague of Cambridge.

140 – Jessie Mahan pins Luke Horvath of Shadyside in 1:52, then Michael Shields of Marietta at 1:57. After a bye and a default, he pins Brad Bertubin of Cambridge in 30 seconds, beats Brett Stephens of Barnesville 13-0, and gets an injury default when he bends Kory Waite of Shenandoah like a pretzel. Waite is taken out by ambulance. In the finals he takes down Evan Paul of Tallmadge in the first. He rides Paul in the second, then scores an escape and takedown in the third, eventually winning 7-0 to take first place.

145 – Joel Timmons decisions Daniel Case of St. Clairsville 4-0, then pins his next three opponents: Dustin Bates of Harrison Central (4:20), Vernon Wiles of Teays Valley 1:22, and James Beatty of Cambridge (1:21). He loses a 4-0 decision to Stephen Wagner of Marietta and a 16-2 major decision to first seed Aaron Dunlap of Nitro. In the consolation final, Timmons beats A. J. Komaromy of Dover 9-3 to take fifth.

152 – Cody Miller pins his first three opponents: Shane Skeens of Nitro (1:35), Vince Petrelli of Tallmadge (1:52) and Adam Messenger of Barnesville (5:53). After beating Andrew Hirt of Wellsville he wins an overtime match against Jacob Donley of Harrison Central 6-5. Miller is tech falled by eventual champion Billy Frolini of Shadyside 19-2, and decisions Kirk Weatherall of Cambridge 5-0 in the consolation finals to take third.

160 – Rhett Northcraft pins Kyle McElfresh of Shadyside (1:08) and Eddie McMillan of Harrison Central (5:50), then finishes off his pool opponents with four tech falls: Zac Walters of St. Clairsville 16-0, Adam Spencer of Shenandoah 19-2, Jamaal Lowery of Cambridge 16-1, and Matt Weiniger of Dover 15-0. In the finals he pins Teays Valley’s Beau Ramey at 4:31.

171 – Dave Foltz enters as the fourth seed, with Josh Greathouse in the opposite pool. He pins Zach Pryor of Shenandoah at 1:32, maj. dec. Keith Heldt of Dover 14-4, and gets an injury default from Ryan Logsdon of Harrison Central. After a bye, Foltz pins Daniel Nicholson of Marietta in 2:44 and Joe Woolcock of Nitro at 0:30. He beats second seed Andrew Hill of Tallmadge 7-5 to gain the finals, and makes the most of it with a 5-0 win over Kyle Smith of Barnesville to take first place. (Smith will drop to 160 in the OVAC and take third.)

171 – Josh Greathouse, wrestling as an alternate, can’t earn team points but can gain individual honors, and does. He starts by upsetting first seed Josh Conn of Teays Valley 9-4, then loses a 4-2 overtime match to Barnesville’s Kyle Smith. Greathouse pins the next three: J.J. Traina of Wellsville in 1:08, Travis Mitchell of St. Clairsville in 1:28, and Jake Garvin of Cambridge in 1:03. He loses 13-7 to Andrew Hill of Tallmadge to finish fourth.

189 – Chris Stevens begins with a fall of Ryan Swingle of Tallmadge in 56 seconds and a tech fall of Willie Keiser of Dover, 18-2. He pins Brian Grear of Barnesville at 1:26, Jonathan Benitz of Wellsville at 1:41, and Logan Arnold of Marietta at 1:00, before tech falling Pat McHugh of Teays Valley 17-0. In the finals he is caught for back points in the first period and is down 8-0 to Bobby Scurlock of Cambridge. Stevens goes to work but it is too far to come back and Scurlock wins 13-10.

215 – Cody Potts pins his way through his pool: Isaiah Hill of DoverX, 1:57; Ken Tyree of Nitro, 0:34; Mike Pratt of Harrison Central, 1:18; Eric Lillie of East Liverpool, 1:30; Cory Hasting of Barnesville; and ?Matt Nicholson of Marietta? In the finals against John Horn of Shenandoah Potts gets takedowns at will and gives escapes so he can score another takedown. Final score, 17-7

275 – Bryan Rowland, still hurting, loses 5-0 to John Nickolozakes of Cambridge and is pinned in 3:19 by Andrew Corder of Harrison Central. He injury defaults to the next two opponents, then takes a match with Eric Diagosta of East Liverpool. Rowland is down 7-4, comes back to tie it at 7-7, but loses on a takedown with two seconds left, 9-7. Rowland pins his next opponent, Brandon Elliot of ShenandoahX.

Oak Glen wins big at St. Clairsville

The Bears win by a huge margin of 113.5 points, crowning five champions and placing 13, including one alternate. Champions are Brandon Miller at 125, Jessie Mahan at 140, Rhett Northcraft at 160, Dave Foltz at 171 and Cody Potts at 215. Brandon Davis at 119 and Chris Stevens at 189 are runners-up, with Davis losing in the finals to Nitro’s incredible Anthony Easter and Stevens losing to Cambridge’s Bobby Scurlock 13-10 in a match he would like to do over again.

Ethan Dray and Cody Miller finish third. Josh Greathouse, wrestling as an alternate at 171, finishes fourth. Dirk Baker and Joel Timmons are fifth. Zack Six is sixth.

Last year OG had three champions, Rhett Northcraft at 152, Dirk Baker at 119, and Cody Potts at 215. Northcraft was tournament MVP.

OG finishes with 387.5 team points. Cambridge is a distant second with 274; Teays Valley is third with 257.5, Barnesville fourth with 228, and Dover fifth with 216.5. East Liverpool finishes 11th; Wellsville 14th.

Oak Glen 36 – Martins Ferry 30

Home, Jan. 5, 2005

Oak Glen has its closest dual of the season against a fine Martins Ferry team. But while other teams rebuild, Oak Glen simply reloads, as a sports writer later points out. A fine program with a great tradition, Ferry is back after rebuilding, and is a ranked power in its Ohio division. Ferry wrestlers proved it in this dual and would prove it again at the OVAC, finishing second overall (198) to Oak Glen (220.5).

Last year the Bears dominated this dual, 51-13.

145- Joel Timmons gets one of his most important wins of the season over Zac Bowers,  a sophomore who would finish sixth at OVAC. Timmons scores two takedowns and a reversal, and gives up four escapes and a stalling point to win 6-5. OG up 3-0.
152 – Cody Miller is caught by Luke Warren in the first period for his only loss by fall of the season. Warren had dropped down from 160 and will do so again in the OVAC, taking fourth place. 6-3 Ferry.
160 – Northcraft gets the Bears back on the plus side with a tech fall in the second of Jesse Jones, dismantling him 18-3 as he did with so many opponents, scoring takedowns and near falls and giving only escapes. 8-6 Bears.
171 – Dave Foltz pads the team lead with a pin of Justin Proven at 3:23. 14-6 OG.
189 – Chris Stevens loses by fall at 1:48 to one of the few wrestlers he couldn’t handle this season, Charles Yoder. He and Yoder will meet again in the OVAC finals with the same result. 14-12 OG.
215 – In another match that is destined to be replayed in the OVAC finals, Cody Potts wrestles even-up with Elijah Zeyer through regulation time. Each wrestler has a point by escape when they enter the overtime. Potts scores a takedown in OT to win 3-1 and keep the Bears ahead, 17-12.
275 – Bryan Rowland gets out in front of Jeff Code with two takedowns in the first, but can’t ride Code. Winning 5-2 in the second, Rowland gets hit with a stalling point to close the score. He’s still leading 5-4 in the third when Code gets a takedown to take the lead. 8-6 is the final, and Ferry narrows the team score to 17-15.

103 – Nick McAvoy gets a forfeit to give the Bears a little breathing room, 23-15.
112 – Ethan Dray gets a big win with a pin of Mike Shreve at 2:36. 29-15 Bears.
119 – In another OVAC preview, Brandon Davis decisions Derrick Holt 5-1. He will later beat Holt 3-0 in fifth-place consolations at OVAC. Bears 31-15.
125 – Brandon Miller tech falls Chase Tucker, 18-3. Bears 36-15.
130 – Dirk Baker is even in the second period, 2-2, with Chad Ware, who will finish seventh at OVAC. Ware scores a reversal and takedown in the third to win 6-3. 36-18 OG.

135 – Six is hurting. Jason Jones gets a forfeit. 36-24 Bears.
140 – Clay Tucker scores three takedowns and is up 6-2 when Jesse Mahan’s shoulder is hurt again in the second period and he injury defaults. (Tucker will become a four-time champ this year at the OVAC.)

Final score OG 36-Ferry 30.

Oak Glen 39 – Beaver Local 17

Away, Jan. 12, 2005
Beaver Local has for several years been a tough dual for the Golden Bears, and though the current squad has several standouts, it also has some soft spots. This year’s dual features several exciting individual matches that makes the dual feel closer than the final score indicates.

With their team trailing from the beginning, it isn’t a happy night for BLHS fans, and they don’t hesitate to vent their displeasure over close calls and perceived stalling.
160 – Rhett Northcraft gets the Bears on top as he takes apart Rodney Kale in a technical fall, 20-5. 5-0 OG.
171 – In one of the most even matches of the night, Dave Foltz gives up the first takedown to sophomore Kyle Reeder but comes back to lead 3-2 at the end of the first period. Reeder ties in the second with an escape. Foltz reverses to go up 5-3, but Reeder returns the favor to tie it at 5-5 as regulation time expires. After a scoreless overtime, Reeder takes down and wins 6-5 on a rideout escape. 5-3 OG.
189 – Stevens with a forfeit, 11-3 OG.
215 – Jimmy Bowersock has given Cody Potts tough matches since he entered the Beavers’ lineup, and this is no exception. Pottsy scores a takedown with one second left in the first period and stays ahead, eventually winning 6-4. He seals it with a slide-by takedown with 12 seconds left. The BL fans boo Potts for stalling, and the ref agrees, giving Bowersock a stalling point. It doesn’t matter. Cody is in control again, and the Bears are up 14-3.
275 – Bryan Rowland gives up the first takedown to Chris Norris, but comes back to lead by the end of the first and never gives up the lead, eventually winning 9-5. One point comes the hard way: a penalty point when Norris slams him while holding his arms. 17-3 Bears.
103 – Ethan Dray has no trouble with Mitch Thompson, winning by maj. dec. 12-1. 21-3 OG.
112 – Larry Williams dec. Preston Andrews. Bears still up 21-6.
119 – Derek Caudill shows his skills with a 10-2 maj. dec. over Brandon Davis. Caudill and Davis will finish 4th- 5th in the OVAC. 21-10 Bears.
125 – Brandon Miller piles up a 13-3 score before pinning Jon Bittinger at 4:32. Bears 27-10.

130 – A lone reverse is all Dirk Baker can score on senior Luke Hoppel, losing 14-2. 27-14 Bears.
135 – Zack Six is down 3-1 to Paul McCoy before tying it in the second 3-3 and then pinning him at 3:36. BL fans though they had this one; they are sadly disappointed. OG 33-14.
140 – Jessie Mahan gives up the first takedown to Shawn Dunn but then scores a reversal to tie it. In the second he goes up 7-2 with a reversal and near fall points, eventually winning 9-5. Bears 36-14.
145 – Joel Timmons and Brian Campbell are scoreless in the first period. In the second, Timmons hits a standing switch to take a lead he never relinquishes. Final score, 9-4. Bears extend lead, 39-14.
152 – The final match of the evening is scoreless until, with 10 seconds left, Dan Dunn escapes to win it 1-0 over Cody Miller. (Miller will get revenge in the OVAC, knocking Dunn out of the tournament with a 2-1 dec.)

Final score 39-17.

Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Tournament

Jan 20, 21, 24, 2005 Wheeling Civic Center (Wesbanco Arena)

Last year’s overall team champion Oak Glen enters the OVAC as the favorite with the most seeds (9). Indian Creek also has nine seeds, so speculation among the uninformed is that Creek and OGHS are in a two-way race. Having wrestled duals with both Martins Ferry and Indian Creek, Oak Glen has less reason to fear Creek. OG knows Ferry to be a tough though young squad that was not given respect in tournament seeding. Larry Shaw identifies a rebuilt Wheeling Park as a threat in news articles. OG’s pre-OVAC dual with Park had been cancelled due to Ohio River flooding. Some Bears did see Park wrestlers early in the season at the Brooke Classic.

Oak Glen’s seeds are Cody Potts (1), Brandon Miller, Jessie Mahan and Rhett Northcraft (2), Chris Stevens (3), Dave Foltz (4), Brandon Davis and Ethan Dray (6) and Joel Timmons (7).

(Matches are recounted as they occurred in real time, which often is not in weight class order. A few other matches of interest are mentioned.)

Day One OVAC

Jan. 20, 2005

103 – Ethan Dray pins Tyler Morgan of Cameron in eight seconds. (Later another OVAC wrestler will be credited with a seven-second pin.) Daniel Felton tech falls BL’s Mitch Thompson.

112 – Preston Andrews gets tech falled by Charles Clark of United Local 20-5.

119 – Brandon Davis pins Seevers of Bellaire in 58 seconds.

125 – Brandon Miller tech falls Blake Widmann of Edison.

130 – Dirk Baker pins Bob Smith of Steubenville at 3:46.

135 – Zack Six pins Tyler Cumpston of Cameron  in 1:09.

140 – Jessie Mahan pins Chad Haga of Caldwell in  1:35.

152 – Cody Miller dec. Steubenville’s Josh McShan 5-0.

145 – Joel Timmons had beaten Beaver Local’s Brian Campbell by four points in their earlier dual. This time Campbell makes it close, but Timmons wins 3-2.

160- Rhett Northcraft is winning 14-7 when he pins East Liverpool’s Ron Scott at the buzzer, 5:59.

Weirton’s Gianessi brothers wrestle simultaneously against two Beaver Local wrestlers, knocking both into the consolations. David Gianessi upsets 8th seed Shawn Dunn 2-0 at 152 pounds. Donald Gianessi (160), a seventh seed, is losing to Rodney Kale in the third when he ties it 10-10 and then pins Kale with 18 seconds to go in regulation.

171 – Dave Foltz pins Indian Creek’s Brad Ensell at 1:16.

189 – Chris Stevens pins Jeff Campbell of Shadyside in 1:50.

215 – Cody Potts makes short work of CV’s Zack Scott, pinning him in 0:23.

275 – Rowland scores first, 2-0, on EL’s Eric Diagosta, an eighth seed. Diagosta rolls and pins Rowland at 3:50.

Oak Glen ends Round One with 12 wrestlers still alive in the championship bracket.

Day Two OVAC

Friday, Jan. 21, 2005

Oak Glen is ahead on team points, 70.5, with Wheeling Park at 62 and Edison at 60. Martins Ferry is at 58. This will not be a happy round for OG, which will see four wrestlers lose and head for consolations.
103- Dray pins Shenandoah’s Cody Smith at 1:38.

112 – Preston Andrews begins working his way through consolations with a fall of Julian Yost of Tyler Consolodated at 4:37.

119 – Davis dec. Steubenville’s Derrick Gullen 5-0.

125 – B. Miller pins St Clairsville’s Androsko at 4:10.

130 – Baker is tech falled by second seed Sean Mahley of Cambridge 16-0.

135 – Zack Six inj. defaults to Luke Hoppel of Beaver Local

140 –Jessie Mahan has a very tight match with unseeded Seth Skrypek of John Marshall. It is 0-0 for the first two periods. In the third, Jessie is in the down position, gets a reversal and rides Skrypek. He scores a near fall at the end to make it 4-0. They will meet again in this tourney.

145 – Joel Timmons gets an unexpectedly strong match from Wellsville’s unseeded Richard Bereschick. Bereschick bumps Timmons into the consolations with a 2-1 win.

152 – Cody Miller is thumped out of the championship bracket with a 13-3 loss to fourth seed Bud Hines of Barnesville. They will meet again in consolations.

160 – Northcraft pins Martins Ferry’s Jesse Jones at 2:45.

171 – Dave Foltz had beaten Adam Gibson of Wheeling Park in a rideout at the Brooke Classic. Now, unseeded Gibson gets revenge with a 5-3 win.

189 – Chris Stevens gets his second pin of the OVAC with a fall in 3:07 of John Ruskowski of Linsley.

215 – Cody Potts also pins again with a fall in 2:59 of Scott Wade of Magnolia.

Consolation matches

130 – Dirk Baker stays alive in consolations with a 9-2 win over Beaver Local’s Paul McCoy.

135 – Zack Six controls Wheeling Central’s Doug Pell throughout match, and pins him at 5:24.

152 – Cody Miller had lost to Dan Dunn at Beaver Local 1-0. Miller returns the favor by knocking Dunn, the eighth seed, out of the tournament with a 2-1 win. Miller gets a reversal in the second, gives up a stalling point in the third, and rides Dunn out.

171 – Dave Foltz pins Larry Witzberger of Wheeling Central at 1:42.

275 – Bryan Rowland, outweighed once again by at least 50 pounds, fights to the end of a 9-2 loss to John Nickolozakes of Cambridge. Rowland is out of the tournament.

Evening Session Day 2 – championship quarterfinals and more consolations

103 – Ethan Dray’s championship run ends with a dramatic 4-2 overtime loss to Jimmy Reisz of Bealsville. Reisz gets a takedown in the first and essentially rides and stalls the rest of the match. The ref gives a stalling point to make it 2-1 with 26 seconds left, ties it with a false start point with six seconds left. But Reisz gets a takedown in the OT to win.

119 – Brandon Davis, in a preview of the rest of his season, is knocked out of the championship bracket by Tim Cumpston of Cameron, who would prove to be his nemesis at regionals and states, beating him in the finals of both. Cumpston, who would eventually place third at the OVAC, in this match decisions Davis 5-2.

125 – Brandon Miller gets the first takedown on tough Brian Skoff from St. John. They trade escapes and it is 3-1 in the second. Brandon scores two back points to go up 5-1 in the third. Final score, 6-3.

112 – Preston Andrews’ tournament ends with a 7-3 loss to Jed Marling of Bealsville.

Wellsville’s Justin Cataldo loses a close match with Beaver Local’s Luke Hoppel at 135. Cataldo is up 2-0 when Hoppel scores a reversal with a Peterson in the second. Hoppel stalls the rest of the match to win 4-3.

140 – Jessie Mahan executes a spectacular throw of Bellaire’s Nick Perko to begin their quarterfinal match 5-0. He tech falls Perko 16-0 at 3:34.

Bud Hines beats Luke Warren 5-0 in 152.

135 – Six is even 0-0 with Luke Horvath of Shadyside in the first. Zack gets an escape in the second. It remains 1-0 until Six scores a takedown with 20 seconds left in the match. 3-0 Six.

130 – Dirk Baker is knocked out of the tournament with a 17-6 loss to Caldwell’s Josh Gust.

160 – An atypical low-scoring match for Rhett Northcraft vs. Donald Gianessi of Weir, with no points in the first as Gianessi plays keep-away. In the second Rhett escapes, but Gianessi won’t wrestle. When Rhett finally gets hold of Gianessi, he scores a takedown and gets the fall at 3:09.

152 – Cody Miller is leading 5-0 when he turns Mac Caneen of River and pins him at 3:47.

189 - Chris Stevens fights a bad nosebleed while maj. dec. strong Nathan Loughran of Brooke, the fifth seed, 21-11.

215 – Cody Potts tech falls John Grim of Edison 18-3.

Adam Gibson wins again, so will hit the number one seed, Mitch Costa of Edison in the semi’s.

171 – Dave Foltz maj. dec. Kevin Mallernee of Harrison Central 11-1.

Heavyweight Lucas Michel of Shenandoah, a seven seed, upsets second seed Maurice Hines 2-1 in the quarterfinals. With Hines winning 1-0 and riding, a stalling point ties it up at 1-1 with 30 seconds to go. Michel escapes with seconds left to win in regulation. Michel will win the heavyweight class, the lowest seed to do so this year.

Team points: Oak Glen is up only half a point, 122.5 to Wheeling Park’s 122. Ferry is lurking at third with 109.5.
Fourth round of consolations, 7:20 p.m.

Winners in this round will place.

103 – Ethan Dray spins behind for a takedown on Caldwell’s Jared Border. In the second period he picks up back points twice, and wins 9-3.

119 – Brandon Davis and Jim McFarland (Brooke) are scoreless in the first period. An escape and takedown put him up 3-0. A takedown with 13 seconds to go caps a 5-1 win.

135 – Zack Six gives up the first takedown to United Local’s Allen Gray, but escapes and gets a takedown in the second. He turns Gray and records the fall at 2:20.

152 – Cody Miller is taken down in the first period by fifth seed John Perko of Bellaire. Perko takes the down position in the second; Miller rides him. In the third Miller chooses down. Perko gives an escape and that is the final, 3-0.

171 – Dave Foltz gets revenge for a 6-5 rideout loss in a dual with Beaver Local by knocking BL’s Kyle Reeder out of the tournament. After a scoreless first period, Foltz rides Reeder in the second. In the third, Reeder rides until he gives Foltz an escape with 37 seconds to go. But Reeder  can’t get the takedown to win. Final, 1-0.

With a big overnight snowstorm predicted, the OVAC decides to postpone the final day of the tournament to Monday, Jan. 24, over the objections of Coach Shaw and others.

Day Three OVAC

Monday, Jan. 24, 2005

Monday morning consolations and championship semi-finals 

125 – Brandon Miller gains the finals with a 5-0 win over Logan Hartle of John Marshall, getting a takedown in the first and turning Hartle for back points in the second. Not really a close match as Miller wrestles safe.

103 – Ethan Dray vs. Marvin Benson of Meadowbrook. Benson comes out aggressively but Dray spins behind to make it 2-0. Dray down to begin second, scores reversal to make it 4-0 and begins trying to turn. Neutral to start the third, Benson tries to throw and is thrown instead. Back points make the final 11-0.

119 – Brandon Davis and Dustin Daugherty of Cambridge are scoreless in the first. Daugherty takes down in second. When he tries a switch, Davis steps over and gets three back points. A reversal in the third makes it 5-0, and a penalty point for false start makes the final 6-0.

Luke Hoppel at 135 gains finals over Clyde Jordan of Indian Creek, breaking an 0-0 tie by winning in overtime on a rideout. Hoppel had survived 4-3 in the previous match against Wellsville’s Justin Cataldo. His luck will run out in the finals.

140 – Jessie Mahan had beaten Shawn Dunn at Beaver Local. Now Dunn knocks Mahan out of the championship round. Jessie gets the first takedown. Dunn rolls to get an escape to start the second and gets a takedown. In the third, Dunn rolls again for a reversal and back points, scoring the fall at 4:58.

135 – Zack Six and Jesse Jones of Martins Ferry are scoreless in the first. Six escapes to begin the second. Jones escapes in the third to tie it up. Zack still has an arm in the legs when the ref awards Jones a takedown. Final, 3-2 Jones.

160 – Rhett Northcraft does his thing with Kyle Smith of Barnesville, scoring takedowns and near falls, and giving only escapes. Tech fall, 18-3.

215 – Cody Potts wins the coin toss and the match. After a 0-0 first against Jimmy Bowersock of Beaver Local, Potts wins the toss and takes down, getting an escape and first points. He gives an escape to start the third. A flurry at the end of the third yields nothing for either wrestler, and after a one-minute overtime, Potts takes down by virtue of scoring first points, and escapes to win 1-0 on a rideout.

152 – Cody Miller gets a takedown in the first on Edison’s John Stewart and rides him in the second. An escape in the third makes the final 3-0 Miller.

189 – Chris Stevens handles Adam Cowser of Indian Creek while still battling a nosebleed. No problemo. 21-?

171 – Dave Foltz is leading unseeded Dusty McVay of United Local 3-1 when he records the fall at 4:53 (or 3.53?)

103 – Ethan Dray had been wrestling a close match when he got pinned by Cambridge’s Paul Rose at the St. Clairsville Tournament. Now in the OVAC consolation semi-finals, Dray gets payback. Ethan scores the first takedown. Rose takes down and gets ridden until getting the escape with 17 seconds to go. Ethan escapes in the third but Rose scores the takedown with 20 seconds to go, tying it at 3-3. Dray gets a takedown in overtime to win 5-3.

119 – Brandon Davis had trouble scoring on Beaver Local’s Derek Caudill in the team dual. Same result here as Caudill gets a takedown in the first and back points in the second to lead 4-0, while riding tough with the legs in. A false start produces Davis’ only point. 4-1 Caudill.

140 – Now in consolations, Jessie Mahan encounters Seth Skyrpek of John Marshall for the second time in the tournament, with the same result, a 5-0 win, despite Jessie’s nosebleed and hurting shoulder.

152 – Cody Miller also has a rematch. Bud Hines of Barnesville had beaten Miller 13-3 earlier in the tourney. Miller loses again, but keeps this one closer. Scoring a takedown in the first and a reversal in the second, Hines is up 4-0 but can’t turn Miller and is called for stalling, making it 4-1. An escape late in the match makes it 4-2; Miller shoots and is on the verge of a tying takedown when time expires. 4-2 Hines. Hines will beat Luke Warren for third place.

171 – Yet another rematch as Dave Foltz meets Adam Gibson in the consolation semi-finals. After a scoreless first period, Foltz gets a reverse and is up 2-0 in the second. He gives an escape and Gibson gets a takedown to lead, 3-2. Gibson is down in the third, flattening out as Foltz rides and tries to turn. Ref awards a stalling point to tie it at 3-3. After a scoreless overtime period, Foltz chooses down and escapes with seconds to go in the rideout to win 4-3.

Oak Glen is solidly in control of the team race with 207.5 points and 10 wrestlers still alive, four of them going for championships. The underrated Martins Ferry team has advanced to second place with 182; Wheeling Park is third at 171 and Brooke is fourth with 124.5 Indian Creek, thought early to be a team contender, is far back in ninth place with 107.

OVAC Championship and Consolation Final Round

Evening session, Monday, Jan. 24, 2005

4th Place 103 – Ethan Dray, freshman

United Local’s Chase Clark gets a takedown in the first and rides Ethan in the second. A reversal in the third makes it 4-0. An escape makes it 4-1 with 45 seconds to go. Dray tries a desperation lateral drop. No go. Final, 7-1.

5th Place 119 – Brandon Davis, junior

Davis gets an escape in the second to break a scoreless tie, then scores a takedown. He rides out Martins Ferry’s Dustin Holt for a 3-0 win.

2nd Place 125 – Brandon Miller, senior

Wheeling Parks’ Abbie Rush, a two-time OVAC champ, denies Brandon Miller’s quest for a title with a 3-0 decision. After a takedown in the first, Rush escapes in the second to give him all the points he will need. Miller starts the third in neutral but can’t score as his efforts end in stalemate.

8th Place 135 – Zack Six, freshman

Wrestling for seventh place against Wellsville’s Justin Cataldo, Six nearly scores a takedown and Cataldo is penalized for a slam. Six is in the down position in the second period, scoring a reversal to go up 3-0. They trade reversals and the score is 5-2. Cataldo takes down in the third and gets another to tighten it to 5-4.Cataldo gets the cradle in and scores three back points, then tilts Six for three points more. An escape makes the final score 10-6.

3rd Place 130 – Jessie Mahan, junior

Jessie gets a takedown in the first. Monroe Central’s Justin Smithberger escapes in the second but Jessie gets the takedown with 30 seconds left in the period to make it 4-1. A reverse and back points seal it in the third. 10-2 final.

6th Place – Cody Miller, freshman

Miller had been tech falled by Shadyside’s Billy Frolini at St. Clairsville. He keeps this match with third seed Frolini closer, losing 9-2.

1st Place 160 – Rhett Northcraft, junior

Northcraft wrestles a match against Brooke’s Dana Davis that will be remembered for years. Davis gets the first three takedowns and allows escapes, appearing in control with a 6-3 score. Then the Civic Center roars as Northcraft hits the reversal and puts Davis on his back for a 5-point play, suddenly leading 8-6. Davis comes right back with a reverse to tie it, but Rhett gets an escape with 29 seconds left to go up 9-8. A takedown by Davis makes it 10-9 as the period ends. Rhett is down in the third; Davis gives an escape and they are tied at 11-11. In an incredible flurry of points and penalties in the third, Rhett gets the takedown, is up 16-11 and gets his choice of positions because of a Davis penalty. Rhett understands immediately and plops himself in the down position as a mystified Davis protests and the crowd howls. There is more action but Rhett has the match in hand. Final score, 22-15. Wow! Most exciting match of the year!

4th Place, 171 – David Foltz, senior

Foltz’ last season is full of dramatic one-point and overtime matches. This one goes against the Oak Glen senior, with River’s Jason Wright coming out on top, 5-4. Wright opens with a takedown and an escape makes it 2-1. Foltz is up 4-3 in the third but loses it on a reversal with 11 seconds to go.

2nd Place – Chris Stevens, senior

Martins Ferry’s defending OVAC champ Chas Yoder is one of the few who have been able to beat Chris Stevens this year. Chris keeps it close through the second, 6-4, and is given an escape to make it 6-5 at the beginning of the third. A takedown and back points put Yoder ahead 12-6 when he gets the fall with four seconds to go.

1st Place (2X) – Cody Potts, senior

Cody Potts was destined to spoil a lot of 215-pounders’ dreams in the 2004-05 season. Among them was Martins Ferry’s Elijah Zeyer. Potts had beaten Zeyer with an overtime takedown to help the Bears narrowly defeat Ferry in their dual. For the second consecutive match at the OVAC, Potts wins the coin toss and gets his choice to begin the second period after a scoreless first. He gets an escape, and gives Zeyer an escape to start the third. Neither score in the overtime, and Potts chooses down for the rideout. He instantly escapes. Yoder shows great sportsmanship, giving Potts a hug of congratulations. Potts is a two-time OVAC champion!

John Marshall, North Marion, Buckeye Local 
Quad at Home, Saturday, Jan 29, 2005

In most years this would have been a very challenging trio of teams to face. There are some fine individual wrestlers, but nobody can match the Bears’ strength up and down the lineup. Oak Glen’s 2005 squad gives the fans a lot to cheer about as they put the OVAC behind them and began tuning up for regionals. North Marion puts up the hardest fight of the three.

The last month of the season is a tough time mentally and physically for Larry Shaw’s wrestlers. It has been a long season. They are tired of practice, tired of making weight, tired of not being able to do things with their friends like sled riding, tired of hurting shoulders, groins, knees.

But the mats are out, the fans are in the stands and there are opponents waiting to be beaten. The ‘04-05 Bears keep on keepin’ on.

Oak Glen 48, John Marshall 9

130 – Dirk Baker gets the Bears off right with a 10-2 maj. dec. over senior Sean Howard, scoring one takedown in each of the first two periods. 4-0 OG

135 – Zack Six finds a tough opponent in Lee Doyle, a senior who placed fifth at OVAC. Doyle prevails 6-3. 4-3 Bears

140- Jessie Mahan had beaten Seth Skrypek twice at OVAC. Today he holds Skrypek scoreless in a major decision, 11-0. 8-3 OG.

145 – Joel Timmons gets a takedown in the first and Roger Best gets an escape in the second. Best gives an escape in the third but it is Timmons who gets the TD, 5-1 Timmons. 11-3 OG.

152 – Cody Miller looks to have a very hard day against two OVAC champs, Dustin Richey of JM and Buckeye Local’s Zack Schuller (3X OVAC champ), who bumps up from 145. But Richey doesn’t make the trip and North Marion’s Wesley Byard, a sophomore, injures Schuller’s knee. Cody gets a JM JV, ?, and pins him at 3:20. 17-3 OG

160 – Rhett Northcraft is in front of freshman Tyler Druschell 12-2 when he pins him at 2:29. 23-3 Oak Glen

171 – Dave Foltz gives up a takedown and near fall to senior Shawn Simmons at the outset, but comes back to make it 3-4 at the end of the first period. Simmons would score no more. Foltz wins 7-4. 26-3 Bears.

189 – Chris Stevens tech falls Brandon Rickman 21-6. 31-3 Bears.

215 – In an all-Potts match, Cody Potts gets an unexpectedly competitive effort from freshman Taylor Potts. A reversal in the third is the difference, 3-1. 34-3 OG

275 – Bryan Rowland is in control early with a takedown and back points against junior Nelson Hooker. He gives up a couple of stalling points at the end, cruises to a 7-5 win. 37-3.

103 – Ethan Dray pins Skip Ingram at 1:48. The boy’s been a pinning machine this year. 42-3 OG.

112 – Preston Andrews gives up the fall to Aaron Taylor in the second. Bears 42-9

119 – Brandon Davis and P.J. Thomas are scoreless in the first. An escape in the second and near fall points in the third make it a 4-0 win. 45-9.

125 – Brandon Miller fights to a 1-0 win of senior Logan Hartle. He escapes in the second and rides Hartle in the third. Shaw will cite this as a big win.

48-9 final

Oak Glen 52, North Marion 15

130 – Dirk Baker pins freshman Jeremy Munza in 1:21.6-0 Bears

135 – Zack Six is tech falled 17-1 by senior Justin Lodge, who will place third at states this year.6-5 OG.

140 – Jessie Mahan pins Garrett Hickman in 52 seconds.12-5

145 – Joel Timmons can’t score on Erick Hinerman, losing 9-0. Hinerman will also take third at the state tourney. 12-9

152 – The middle of North Marion’s lineup proves formidable. Cody Miller can’t score on Wesley Byard, the sophomore who just handled (and hurt) Zack Schuller. 5-0 Byard. (Byard will get DQed from states for biting). tied, 12-12

160 – Northcraft is winning 12-6 when he pins Matt Watson at 2:20.18-12 Bears back in front.

171 – David Foltz stays ahead of junior Mike Abrams, 2-0, 4-2, 6-3, 6-4.21-12

189 – Chris Stevens gets the fall in 43 seconds. Victim: Robb Pickett, a junior. 27-12 OG

215 – Cody Potts gets three takedowns and gives two escapes to be up 6-2 over Chip Schrader, a junior. He pins Schrader at 2:24. 33-12 OG extends.

275 – Bryan Rowland gets the first takedown but gives up the next two plus backs at the end. 9-4 Shane Michael, a junior. 33-15

103 – Ethan Dray gets the first takedown but freshman Tyler Mason ties it with a reverse. Up in the second, Ethan gets some breathing room with a cradle and three back points. Final, 8-4 Dray. Mason will place sixth at states. 36-15

112 – Preston Andrews is in control all the way against sophomore Jeremy Channel, winning a maj. dec. 11-3. 40-15 Bears

119 – Davis gets a forfeit. 46-15

125 – Brandon Miller gets a match from sophomore Chas. Barker. An escape and stalling point keep it close, 4-2, until Miller scores the fall at 5:27.

 Final 52-15

Oak Glen 62, Buckeye Local 14

130 – Dirk Baker is tech falled 19-4 by junior Willie Saxton, an undefeated number one seed who didn’t make weight and was scratched from the OVAC. BL up, 5-0
135- Zack Six gets in a hole early, giving up a takedown and backs to sophomore Mike Becca. He begins fighting his way out, giving escapes and getting takedowns. 7-4, 7-6, 8-6, 8-8, 9-8. A close call at the end leaves Becca up, 10-9. 8-0 Buckeye.

140 – Jessie Mahan gets the Bears back on track with a 3:17 fall of Mike Bandyk.8-6 BL

145 – Joel Timmons gets the fall call as the buzzer ends the second period, then has it taken away. He ends up with a 17-2 tech fall of junior Brent Yocum. Bears take lead, 11-8

152 – Cody Miller pins junior Patrick Babel at 2:51. 17-8 OG

160 – Rhett Northcraft shows no respect for Josh Cologie, a junior who finished second at OVAC. Cologie gets major decisioned 17-4.21-8 Bears
171 – Dave Foltz is leading sophomore Corey Duke when he pins him at 2:53. 27-8 OG
189 – Chris Stevens pins senior James Harris at 1:20. 33-8

215 – Cody Potts gets a forfeit. 39-8

275 – Bryan Rowland gets a forfeit. Bears 45-8
103 – Ethan Dray wastes no time in pinning freshman Mike Kendorsky in 35 seconds. 51-8

112 – Preston Andrews is pinned by Justin Turnbull at 1:31 51-14
119 – Brandon Davis pins Kris Klubert in the first. 57-14

125 – Brandon Miller finishes the match with a 15-0 tech fall of sophomore Kurt Peterson at 1:45.

Final score 62-14.

Oak Glen 57, East Liverpool 13

Away, Feb. 2, 2005

The days of the great rivalry “Battle of the Bridge” duals between Oak Glen and East Liverpool seem very long ago. EL has but one standout in Duffield and a good young heavyweight in Diagosta. Some upperclassmen have bravely come on the team to fill spots in the lineup. With decent middle and youth wresting programs, and new head coach Ken Parker, however, EL may come back in a few years.

119 – Brandon Davis pins Dennis Caldwell in 1:39. 6-0 OG
125 – Brandon Miller does his thing with Justin George. Tech fall, 17-1. 11-0.

130 – Dirk Baker pins Ron Keener in 1:08. 17-0 OG.

135 – Zack Six gets the first takedown on Kevin Riggle, but Riggle comes back, 5-2. 17-3.

140 – Jessie Mahan tech falls Dean Hornbeck 15-0. 22-3
145 – Joel Timmons has the closest match of the day with Nicky Woods. Timmons scores in all three periods and appears to be cruising 6-1, but four stalling points keep Woods in the match and it goes to overtime. Timmons wins it 7-6 by escaping in a rideout. 25-3 Bears

152 – Cody Miller maj. dec. Ron Scott 13-0. 29-3 OG
160 – Northcraft pins Brandon Mocum at 1:58. 35-3
171- Dave Foltz scores early and often, tech falling Andy Adkins 22-9. 39-3
189 – Chris Stevens pins Justin Miller in 31 seconds. 45-3
215 – Cody Potts pins Eric Lillie in 37 seconds. 51-3
275 – Bryan Rowland has wrestled well against Eric Diagosta this year, but Diagosta has improved. He maj decs. Rowland 14-2. 51-7 OG.
103 – Ethan Dray pins Cagney Springer at 1:53 57-7
112 – Anthony Duffield sadly does not get to wrestle the final dual match of a great high school career. He wins a forfeit.

Final score 57-13
Montour Spartan Classic

Montour High School, Feb. 4-5, 2005

This is a two-day tournament of 17 schools, several small, some big, all Pa. schools except Oak Glen. Tournament is bracketed and seeded. Last year the Bears won the tourney with 249 points and five champions: Brandon Davis at 103, Brandon Miller at 112, Rhett Northcraft at 152, Chris Stevens at 171, and Cody Potts at 215.

This is the third year in a row that OGHS would win this tournament, with five champions, two seconds, three thirds and a fourth, placing in 11 of 14 weight classes.

A basketball tournament going on at the same time occupies Montour’s larger, newer gym.Wresting teams and spectators are cramped in the smaller gym.

Cody Potts and Brandon Miller will get the 100th wins of their high school careers at this tournament.

1. Oak Glen 250.5

2. Butler 171

3. Seneca Valley 136

4 West Allegheny 135

5. Ambridge 116

6 Laurel Highlands 108

5 Champions, 11 placers

2x tournament champions are Brandon Miller 125, Rhett Northcraft 160, Chris Stevens 189, Cody Potts at 215. Dave Foltz places first at 171

Ethan Dray 103 and Dirk Baker place second.

Jessie Mahan at 140, Cody Miller at 152, and Bryan Rowland at 275 place third

Brandon Davis at 119 places fourth.

112 – Preston Andrews goes 1-2.

135 – Zack Six goes 2-2, losing in the consolation semis.

145 – Joel Timmons is 2-2, losing in the consolation semis.

Tournament highlights

1st 125- Brandon Miller easily decisions Alex Evanoff of Butler 9-2 in the finals

1st 160 - Rhett Northcraft dec. T.J. Pringle (Ambridge) 12-6 in the finals. 

The match was voted second most exciting match of the tournament by the coaches.

1st 171 – Dave Foltz: After a scoreless first period in the championship match with Jamie Chaffin of Summit Academy, Dave is put on his back in the second period and is losing 5-2 at the end of the second. In the third he scores a takedown and back points, and gives up an escape to tie the match at 6. With 21 seconds to go he catches Chaffin in a double-leg takedown that drives them off the mat, but Foltz’ toes remained in bounds and he is awarded the takedown. He gives Chaffin an escape in the final seconds to win 8-7.

1st 189 – Chris Stevens attacks at the opening whistle of his championship match, using a standing merkle to take down Kevin Rosinsky of Ambridge and put him on his back, pinning him in 29 seconds.

1st 215 – Cody Potts wins the Spartan tournament as he did the OVAC, with an escape in an overtime rideout, defeating Rick Dlubak of Ambridge 2-1.

Potts recorded his 100th career win over an Oliver wrestler on Friday night. His big challenge of the tournament came in the semi-finals when he was put on his back in the second period by Codie Noga of Avella. Down 5-2, he had to fight his way back by giving escapes and taking Noga down until the score was knotted at 7. With seconds to go in the match, Potts scored another takedown and put Noga on his back. The referee called the fall at the buzzer, but when the other coach came onto the mat to complain the clock had not started, the fall was disallowed and Potts was awarded a 13-7 major decision.

2nd 103 – Ethan Dray is evenly matched with Corey James of West Allegheny in their championship match.. James is awarded a takedown as the buzzer sounded at the end of the first period, and those were the only points in the match, 2-0.

 Dray pinned Steve Fullwood of Montour (3:48) and Rob Runyan of Butler (0:24) to get to the finals.

2nd 130 - Dirk Baker loses 10-4 to Greg Hogan of Laurel Highland in the finals.

He beat J. Sanko of Butler 4-2, pinned Koumis of Avella (0:54) and beaten Gleason of Ambridge enroute.

Consolation finals

3rd Jessie Mahan 140 decisions Frank Mullet of Seneca Valley 4-0 to take third.

He was knocked out of champ bracket with a 2-1 loss to Van Sanders of Woodland Hills, who kept running Jessie off the mat. Sanders would win the weight class.

3rd Cody Miller 152 pins Aaron Pascazi of Butler at 4:19 for third place. 

He lost in the semis to Nick Noyes of West Allegheny 2-1, with Noyes’ points coming on a questionable locked hands call and a given escape in the third.

3rd Bryan Rowland 275 major decisions Jimmie Muraco of Riverview 12-2 for third. 

In the consolation semi-finals he had pinned Matt “Cell Phone” Antonucci of Riverview at 2:17.

4h Brandon Davis 119 loses his consolation final match 3-2 to Darren Bollman of West Allegheny, finishing fourth.

He got knocked into the consolations with a 10-8 overtime rideout loss to second seed Ian McLaughlin of Butler. He had come back to tie 8-8 with a takedown and back points after being down 8-3 in the third.

Coach Shaw: “We were better this weekend. More relaxed.”

“Bryan Rowland deserves recognition. This is the first time he has placed. He put together a series of solid matches.”
Brooke and Weir
Tri-Meet at Home, Feb. 12, 2005

Brooke’s Dana Davis gets a measure of revenge on Oak Glen’s Rhett Northcraft, but the Brooke team doesn’t fare so well overall as Oak Glen dominates, 46-12.

In a home tri-meet, Oak Glen also sweeps an incomplete Weir High team, 81-0. Weir can field wrestlers in only five weight classes. Oak Glen ends its dual match schedule with a perfect 13-0 record, and will now prepare for state regionals the coming weekend in Williamstown.

Brooke defeats Weir 66-24, with 12 points for each team coming on double forfeits in two weight classes. Weir’s Gianessi brothers pick up two pins for the other 12 Weirton points, Weir’s only match wins on the day.

Rhett Northcraft had upset Dana Davis in spectacular fashion three weeks previous in the 160-pound OVAC championship, and their rematch is the highly anticipated event of this tri-meet. The two outstanding wrestlers don’t disappoint, putting on an action-packed match.

Northcraft scores first with a takedown but Davis immediately gets a reversal to tie it up. Northcraft takes the down position to start the second period. Davis gives him an escape, then scores a takedown with back points to take a 6-3 lead. He leads 9-4 at the end of the second. Down 11-6 in the third, Northcraft gets a takedown to come within three, but has to take risks late in the match trying to turn Davis, and gives up a reversal at the buzzer. The final score is 13-8.

Another Brooke standout, Jerrod Shaw, moves up in weight to take on Jessie Mahan at 140 pounds. The move pays off as he ends up winning a 3-2 thriller with a takedown four seconds before the final buzzer.

At 103 pounds, Oak Glen’s Ethan Dray has his hands full with Daniel Felton, OVAC champ and ranked first in the state in AAA. Felton controls for an 8-2 win.

Bryan Rowland is winning 4-3 in the third period of the 275 pound match with Nick Hvizdzak when he appears to pull a groin muscle. Grimacing in pain, he manages another takedown, winning 6-4.

Between matches, seniors Brandon Miller, 125 pounds, and Cody Potts, 215, are presented plaques marking their 100 career wins. Both surpassed the milestone at the previous weekend’s Montour Spartan Classic Tournament. 

The Oak Glen Middle School wrestling team and its coaches are also honored for another outstanding season. Head Coach Frank Crain and assistants Tim Ralph, Dan Smith and Mike Underwood guided the team to a 17-2 dual record, winning the Potter Classic, BMAC and Austintown Duals. With a couple of  key wrestlers out of the lineup, the middle schoolers were second by the margin of only four points at the Ohio Valley Middle School Championships. They also placed second at the Follansbee Duals.

The middle school season is over. With 17 eighth grade wrestlers on the squad, a large group looks to move into Coach Larry Shaw’s high school program next fall.

Oak Glen 81, Weir 0
152 - Cody Miller dec. David Gianessi 3-1

171- David Foltz pin Samson Gianessi 1:52

189 - Chris Stevens pins Mike Mankowski 1:10

275 - Bryan Rowland pins James Colvin 1:14

125 - Brandon Miller pins Josh Nichols 0:40

(all other weight classes Oak Glen wins by forfeit)

Oak Glen 51, Brooke 12

130 - Dirk Baker wins by forfeit

135 - Zack Six wins by forfeit

140 - Jarrod Shaw (Brooke) dec. Jessie Mahan 3-2

145 - Joel Timmons  maj. dec. Zack Bickford 18-5

152 - Cody Miller pins David Monteleone 5:13

160 - Dana Davis (Brooke) dec. Rhett Northcraft 13-8

171 - Dave Foltz pins Jesse Campbell 2:18

189 - Chris Stevens tech fall Nathan Loughran 18-2

215 - Cody Potts maj. dec. Devin Delaney 11-3

275 - Bryan Rowland dec. Nick Hvizdzak 6-4

103 - Daniel Felton (Brooke) dec. Ethan Dray 8-2

112 - K.J. McLaughlin (Brooke) dec. Preston Andrews 11-6

119 - Brandon Davis wins by forfeit

125 - Brandon Miller tech fall Jim McFarland 17-2

Brooke 66, Weir 24
152 - David Gianessi (Weir) pinned David Monteleone 4:47

171 - Samson Gianessi (Weir) pinned Jesse Campbell 1:00

189 - Nathan Loughran (Brooke) pinned Mike Mankowski  0:36

275 - Mickey Alkire (Brooke) pinned James Colvin 1:46

125 - Jim McFarland (Brooke) pinned Josh Nichols 0:16

(Brooke and Weir double forfeit in two weight classes; Weir forfeits in seven others)
W.Va. Region 1 A-AA Championships
Feb. 19, 2005, Williamstown, W.Va., H.S.

Oak Glen has won the AA-A regionals as well as the state since the Bears dropped down from Class AAA in 1998. Region 1 is the toughest of the four regions in the state. The top four placers in each region will go to states.

1st Seeds: Brandon Miller at 125, Jessie Mahan at 140, Rhett Northcraft at 160, Dave Foltz at 171, Chris Stevens at 189, and Cody Potts at 215.

Returning champions are Potts at 215, Foltz at 189, Northcraft at 152, Mahan at 130, B. Miller at 112, and Davis at 103.

Matches
112 - Preston Andrews is beating Corey Parry of Cameron 4-0 in the first, but Parry comes back to tie 4-4 in the third. Back points from two cradles send Preston to consolations, 6-4.

119 – Brandon Davis pins Alex Keys of Tyler Consolodated at 1:03.

125 – Brandon Miller pins Adam Congdon of Richie in 1:47.

130 – Dirk Baker pins Brian Wright of TC in 53 seconds.

135 – Zack Six pins Bryan Ring of Richie in 1:40.

140 – Jessie Mahan pins Scott Droginske of Wheeling Central in 38 seconds.

145 – Joel Timmons maj. dec. Brad Montgomery of Williamstown 12-3.

152 – Cody Miller pins Trevor Dunn of Magnolia at 3:35.

171 – Dave Foltz pins Brandon Ullom of Williamstown at 3:04.

189 – Chris Stevens pins Mark Hughes of Cameron in 13 seconds.

215 – Cody Potts tech falls Elijah Richie of TC 23-8.

103 – Ethan Dray pins Ethan King of Magnolia at 1:15.

125 – Brandon Miller pins Jesse Stoneking of Cameron in 3:49.

119 – Brandon Davis finds a tough opponent in Craig Johnson of Williamstown. Davis scores a takedown and a reverse to lead 4-0 in the second, but two escapes keep it close. 4-2 Davis.

130 – Dirk Baker is down 5-0 early against Cameron’s Kelly Hughes. Baker comes back furiously but Hughes stalls his butt off and wins 8-6.

135 – Zack Six leads all the way against Tyler Cumpston of Cameron, winning 7-2.

140  - Jessie Mahan scores first and puts St. Mary’s Seth Bartrug away early, recording the fall at 0:41.

145 – Joel Timmons gets out first 2-0; Chase Hyde of Ritchie reverses to tie it at 2-2 in the first. Joel switches to start the second. They trade scores until at the end of the second, Hyde gets a takedown on a single-leg to go up for the first time 7-6. An escape for Hyde to start the third makes it 8-6. In the closing minute, Joel throws Hyde and gets the fall  with 34 seconds to go in the match.

152 – Cody Miller meets and beats David Gianessi of Weir again, this time 5-2.

160 – Rhett Northcraft  pins Ryan Fickieson of St. Mary’s in 1:10.

171  - Dave Foltz is leading Weir’s Samson Gianessi 14-0 when he scores the fall at 4:30.

189 – Chris Stevens is ahead of Colby McCoy of St. Mary’s 11-0 when he pins McCoy at 3:04.

215 – Cody Potts pins Pat Reesback of Wheeling in 36 seconds.

275 - Bryan Rowland is leading 12-2 when he gets the fall at 3:09 on Magnolia’s Derrick Adams.

112 – Preston Andrews gets knocked out of regionals with a 2-0 loss to Chuck Richards of Ritchie County. He will wrestle for fifth.

130 – Dirk Baker pins St. Marys’ Ryan Powell at 2:16.

Going into the finals, OG still has 12 in the championship bracket and one alive in consolations. Cameron has nine  total alive, eight in championships. St. Marys has nine total but only three in championships.

Championship Round

5th 112 – Preston Andrews– Preston scores a 9-5 bittersweet revenge on the Cameron wrestler who beat him earlier, Corey Parry. Preston finishes fifth and is an alternate to the state tourney.

2nd 103 – Ethan Dray   - Ethan is up 2-1 on top seed Brandon Wilson of St. Marys when Wilson scores a reversal and pins Ethan at 1:28.

2nd 119 – Brandon Davis  – Tim Cumpston goes up 2-0 in the first, and gets an escape and takedown with an ankle pick in the second to make it 5-0. He scores the fall at 3:27.

1st 125 – Brandon Miller – Cody McIver of Williamstown is tech falled 18-3 in the second.

3rd 130 – Dirk Baker– Brandon Baylor of Williamstown trails throughout. Dirk wins 7-3.

1st 135 – Zack Six– Zack upsets first seed and state-ranked Cory Cronin of St. Marys, making it look easy, 9-0.

1st 140 – Jessie Mahan – Jessie beats a Williamstown wrestler named Russ Palm hands-down, scoring the fall at 2:25.

2nd 152 – Cody Miller– Cody gives No. 1 seed and defending state champ Jeff Cumpston of Cameron a match, reversing late in the second to be down only 2-4. Backs in the third made the final 7-2 Cumpston.

1st 160 – Rhett Northcraft – Adam Cooper of Cameron gets tech falled like everybody else. 18-3.

1st 171 – Dave Foltz– Foltz tech falls his opponent, too. Chris Lyons of Cameron goes down 15-0.

1st 189 – Chris Stevens– Chris is ahead 7-2 in the third when he pins Justin Pernell of Weirton at 5:14. 

1st 215 – Cody Potts– It takes Cody only two periods to tech fall Steven Blake of Cameron, 18-3.

1st 275 – Bryan Rowland,– Bryan leads all the way in a 10-5 decision over Dan Dishman of Cameron.

Oak Glen wins regionals with 296.5 points, 91.5 ahead of second place Cameron at 205. St. Mary’s is third with 168, Tyler Consolodated third with 164 and Williamstown fifth with 122.5

W.Va.  A-AA Championships
Feb. 24-26, 2005, Big Sandy Discount Store Arena, Huntington, W.Va.

Second place won’t do for Oak Glen, seeking its ninth consecutive state A-AA state high school wrestling title. The Bears are in excellent position, with Region 3 champion Shady Spring the only team with a chance to trip them up, at least on paper. Oak Glen brings 13 of its 14 varsity wrestlers to the tournament. Eight of them are regional champions, four are second place finishers and one is a third. Shady Spring brings 11 wrestlers, including six champions, three runners-up, and a fourth. Calhoun County’s the only other team with any strength, with three champions and three runners-up among its 10 placers

Oak Glen’s quest for nine straight titles is overshadowed by the Parkersburg-Parkersburg South rivalry, with their respective fans filling about two-fifths of the Big Sandy Arena and newspaper accounts focusing on their contest. South brings all 14 of its wrestlers. Parkersburg brings nine, but five are regional champs. The news articles will mention South’s dual loss to Parkersburg this season. We find only one story that mentions, far down, South’s dual loss to Oak Glen back in December. It’s understandable that South would like to forget it.

Downtown Huntington looks depressing with plenty of closed storefronts, although there is one downtown redevelopment project starting to fill with stores. The Big Sandy Arena is a step down from the Wheeling Civic Center. A long list of prohibited items like cowbells and muzzleloaders (honest!), and banned behaviors such as no opening prayers make fans wonder what in the heck has happened in the past to make these people so jittery. Still, most folks are pretty nice . . .  right up to the moment an Oak Glen wrestler takes to the mats. Then the rest of the arena cheers for the opponent, whoever it is.

Day One, States

Thursday evening, Feb. 24

103 – Ethan Dray gets a takedown in the first on Ben McCoy, a Man junior who was 34-5. Dray allows a reversal at the end to make the final score 11-2. McCoy will finish fourth.

119 – Brandon Davis scores 4 in the first and allows an escape to Jordan Pirano of Keyser. That’s all Pirano will score. Final, 10-1.

125  - Brandon Miller gives up the first takedown to freshman Josh Woods of Point Pleasant, then goes to work getting takedowns and near falls, and giving up only escapes. Final, 22-6 tech fall. Another day at the office for Mr. Tech Fall.

130  - Dirk Baker is leading 5-3 when he pins Travis Stalnaker of Liberty R in 1:58.

135 – Zack Six takes care of junior Jeremy Gater of Berkeley Springs with a fall in 1:31.

140 – Jessie Mahan doesn’t allow junior Kyle Reede of Ravenswood to score. 10-0

145 – Joel Timmons starts with a five-point play on Charlie Scott of Liberty R. Joel is in control 15-4  when he pins Scott at 5:26.

152 – Cody Miller begins okay with a takedown in his match with Zach Gobel, a Grafton sophomore, but a reversal and back points (almost pinned!) put him behind 5-3 in the first. Tired and sweating from fighting off his back, Cody comes back to tie at 5-5 in the second but is reversed and suffers a painful ankle sprain. Randy Elliott tapes over his shoe and Cody gamely continues the comeback, scoring an escape and takedown to get the lead at 8-7. He gives escapes and scores takedowns until he wins by 16-11.

160 – Rhett Northcraft dispatches Dusty Nichoals to the consols with an 18-1 tech fall. 

171 – Dave Foltz wrestles Sky Gwinn of Meadow Bridge. Sky looks at the lights, 0:59.

189 – Chris Stevens tech falls Keyser senior Tony Shillingburg 19-3.

215 – Cody Potts sends Herbert Hoover’s Jim Bob Anderson into a great depression with a 15-sec. pin.

275 – Bryan Rowland scores two takedowns on John Arthur of Oak Hill and gives up only an escape. One point for locked hands and another for stalling make the final 7-1.

End of Day One, OG leads in team score 43.5, with Shady Spring at 32, Calhoun County at 20 and Berkeley Springs at 19. South dominates in AAA, 51.5 to 28 for Huntington, and 25 each for Cabell Midland and Parkersburg.

Day Two, States

Friday, Feb. 25

103 – Ethan Dray starts the day with a pin of Shane Harris, a Liberty H junior, at 0:57.

119 – Brandon Davis is scoreless in the first in his match with Region 3 champ Randy Ferrell of Greenbriar West, a freshman. (Ferrell will finish fifth.) An escape, takedown and near fall points in the second make it 6-0. Davis gives up a reversal in the third. 6-2.

125 – Brandon Miller, the tech fall master, is at it again, this time with Josh Bowles, a Grafton sophomore his victim 19-4 in the second. (With this match, Brandon sets an OG team record for most technical falls in a season, 19, and most in a career, 32.)

130 – Dirk Baker goes up 8-0 in the first on his way to a tech fall of junior Trevor Wolford of Petersburg, who had beaten Region 4 champ Perry Ellis of Wahama in the opening round. (Ellis will later beat Baker and finish third; Wolford will be three and out.)

135  - Zack Six wrestles his most gutsy match of the tournament. Caught with a throw at the beginning of his match with Nick McCoy of Gilbert, Six must fight the whole period on his back and somehow keeps from getting pinned. In the second he gets an escape. At the end of the second period Six gets a takedown and two back points to tie it 5-5. Starting in the up position in the third, Zack rides McCoy and turns him for three more back points, winning 8-5.

140 – Jessie Mahan uses takedowns and near falls to post a 14-6 maj. dec. over Erik Robey of Liberty H. Robey’s points come on three reversals.

145 – Joel Timmons dumps James Casto of Point Pleasant to start their match, but Casto gets an escape and takedown to go ahead by a point. An escape in the third puts him up 4-2. A desperation move at the end by Timmons fails; Casto wins 6-2 and Timmons is bumped into consolations.

152 – Cody Miller gets a takedown on Justin Smith but Smith reverses to tie it. Cody is losing 5-3 in the second when he turns Smith and wins by fall at 3:44.

160 – Rhett Northcraft records the 100th win of his career with a trademark 18-3 tech fall over Cody Reed of Berkeley Springs. Oak Glen fans are ready with signs announcing “100” and Northcraft gets a standing ovation.

171 – Dave Foltz scores two in the first and three in the third, controlling Evan Kendall of Roane for a 5-1 win.

189 – Chris Stevens throws Dusty Jones of Clay to open the scoring of their match 5-0. Jones scores a reverse, but at 1:39 Stevens rolls them both on their backs and scores a reverse pin.

215 – Cody Potts gets a takedown, gives an escape, then pins Jeffrey Tyler of Webster in 59 seconds.

275 – Bryan Rowland opens with a takedown, but Ben Harper of Clay escapes then gets a takedown. Rowland escapes and it is tied 3-3 at the end of the first. Rowland, in the top position, cradles Harper for 2. Harper escapes. In the third, Rowland escapes to go up 6-4, but Harper comes back with a takedown to tie. Rowland escapes, and this time he gets the takedown. Final, 9-7 Rowland. (In the stands, his mother cries and hugs everyone nearby.)

145 – Joel Timmons dumps James Poling of Braxton in the first for the takedown and back points, 5-0. The final is 9-1.

Evening Session, championship 

Friday, Feb. 25

103 – Ethan Dray keeps on pinning, this time Jordan Adkins of Clay in 1:04. Ethan will wrestle for first place.

119 – Brandon Davis holds Cody Bartrug of St. Mary’s scoreless, 7-0, becoming the second Bear to make the finals this year.

125- Brandon Miller gets a scare against Justin Ramsey of Calhoun. Leading 7-2 at the end of the half, Brandon is cradled to begin the second and Ramsey pulls to 7-5. Miller doesn’t let Ramsey score again; 18-5, and Brandon’s in the finals.

130 – Dirk Baker makes a gutsy comeback against Michael Grilli of Liberty H but falls two points short. Trailing 16-9 in the third, Baker gets a takedown and three back points to come within 14-16. He is knocked into the consols.

135 – Zack Six is pinned by Andrew Cummins of Calhoun in 1:06, knocking him out of the championship bracket.

140 – Jessie Mahan starts the match with a five-point play and never allows Daniel Leach of Grafton to score. 13-0. Jessie’s in the finals.

145 – Joel Timmons is out of the tournament with a 4-2 heartbreaker to Chase Hyde of Ritchie. Hyde goes up 2-0 in the first. Joel ties it in the second with a reverse but gives up an escape. An escape by Hyde makes it 4-2, the final score. Hyde stalls all third period. Joel appears to get the takedown with two seconds left but is called out of bounds.

152 – Cody Miller gets taken down in the first by Justin Price of Calhoun. An escape in the first and another in the second tie it at 2-2. Price gets a reversal in the third. Final, 4-3, and Cody’s bumped into consolations.

160 – Rhett Northcraft tech falls Nick Hylton of Liberty R.18-1 to gain the finals.

171 – Dave Foltz, the Overtime Thrillmaster, wins another nail-biter. Tied 4-4 with Dustin Thompson of Shady Spring through the second and third periods, Foltz gets the takedown in overtime to win 6-4. He will wrestle for first.

189 – Chris Stevens, Mr. Pin this year, pins Steve Malutich of Liberty H in 3:35. He’ll wrestle for first.

215 – Cody Potts will go for his second state title. He beats Josh Jones of Shady Springs like a rented mule, 12-5.

275 – Bryan Rowland wrestles man-mountain freshman Adam Barnett of Independence, the eventual champion, who reportedly had to lose 75 pounds to make 275. Rowland gives it his best, but loses 8-3 to Lurch.

What region is toughest? Region 1 has 14 wrestlers in the championship match of their weight classes (eight from OG.) That’s more than the rest of the state combined: Region 4 has six, Region 3 has five, and Region 2has only two going for champion.

Day Three, States 

Saturday, Feb. 26

130 – Dirk Baker loses a back-and-forth match to Perry Ellis of Wahama 6-4. Dirk goes ahead 4-2 with a reversal in the second. Two escapes tie it. Ellis wins with a takedown in the third. Dirk will go for fifth.

135 – Zack Six also loses one 6-4 after leading 4-2. Andy Leithead of Sissonville is down 3-0 to Zack in the third. Two takedowns, the last one with two seconds to go, tie it in regulation. Leithead gets a takedown in OT to win. Zack will go for fifth.

152 – Cody Miller has his easiest match of the tournament against fellow freshman Matt Littleton of Wirt, tech falling him 17-1. Cody will wrestle for third. (The win gives Cody the new record of 31 for most wins by an OG freshman, passing Jessie Mahan.)

275 – Bryan Rowland hits the Region 2 champ, Zach Poland of Petersburg, a 40-2 senior who will place third. Poland wins 13-0 and Bryan will go for fifth.

Consolation Finals

6th Place 130 – Dirk Baker loses 2-0 to Jaron Sampson of Wahama. Coach Shaw protests to no avail that Sampson, who does a sideways sit, twice adjusts after being set, but Baker is not permitted by the ref to change sides. (Rules judge Bill Welker will later seek a ruling and find out Shaw was right.)

4th Place 152 – Cody Miller can’t score on Tyson Bennett of Berkeley Springs, a 171 pounder in the regular season. Cody loses 3-0.

5th Place 135 – Zack Six scores near falls, turning Nick McCoy of Gilbert repeatedly to win 13-4. Gilbert is penalized a point for unsportsmanlike for rough play as they go out of bounds.

5th Place 275 – Bryan Rowland gives up the first takedown to Jeremy Hall of Shady Spring but that’s about all he gives up. He leads 3-2 at the end of the first and 9-4 at the end of the second, winning 11-5.

Uncatchable now  in the team point race, Oak Glen has placed four in consolations and has eight still going for first place. Incredible!

2005 A-AA State Championship Finals 

Saturday, Feb. 26

2nd Place 103 – Ethan Dray is in a rematch with undefeated Region 1 champ Brandon Wilson of St. Marys. Wilson gets a takedown in the first and rides in the second. An escape and takedown in the third cap a 5-0 win for Wilson.

2nd Place 119 – Brandon Davis is in another Region 1 rematch. He and Tim Cumpston of Cameron are scoreless in the first. An escape and takedown in the second give Cumpston the match and the title. Final, 3-1.

2nd Place 125 – Brandon Miller and Derek Scarbro of Shady Spring are in a battle of returning state champions and both of them can’t repeat. Just as 3X OVAC champ Abbie Rush denied Brandon an OVAC crown 3-0, now Scarbro denies Oak Glen’s standout senior a state title. Down 2-1 at the end of the first, Brandon takes the lead 4-3 with a near fall to start the second. A reversal and quick near fall points for Scarbro put him ahead 7-4. Final, 10-4. (With this match Brandon establishes team records of most near falls in a season, 116, and most near falls in a career, 228.)

1st Place 140 – Jessie Mahan, twice a third place finisher at states, grabs the brass ring this time with an 8-2 win over Justin Chapman of Shady Spring. Chapman gets a takedown in the first. In the up position in the second, Jessie rides and turns Chapman twice for back points, leading 6-2. A reversal in the third seals the win and gives OG its first 2005 state champ.

1st Place 160 – Rhett Northcraft repeats as state champ with a 17-2 tech fall of Brent Hereford of Point Pleasant. The outcome is never in doubt as Rhett leads 10-1 at the end of the first.

2nd Place 171 – Dave Foltz, in yet another one-point match, this time is on the short end, losing 3-2 to undefeated Paul Goodrich of Calhoun. A takedown is the difference in the match, with the rest escape points. The St. Marys fans boo Foltz loudly when he takes an injury timeout. They think he’s dogging it. Actually, he had gotten kicked in a sensitive place.

1st Place 189 – Chris Stevens caps a stellar senior year with a pin of Randy Waugh of Berkeley Springs at 3:49, his 28th pin of the year, as Chris is leading 4-3. He will later say he didn’t wrestle well. OG fans will disagree.

1st Place 215 – Cody Potts finishes an undefeated season (43-0) and re-writes the Oak Glen record book with stats including an incredible most consecutive wins (76). In the championship match Potts toys with Brian Barnhart, St. Marys freshman, making it look close. Potts is leading 7-3 when, in a spectacular move, he somersaults through Barnhart’s legs and throws him hard, pinning him with 10 seconds left. Potts then turns and flexes to the St. Marys crowd, making a statement to them and the rest of the state that Oak Glen is still on top.

Ninth Consecutive W.Va. A-AA State Championship

No wrestling, football or basketball team in the state has strung together state championships in any class to equal the nine straight won by Oak Glen. Only the Parkersburg boys’ tennis team with 10 consecutive state titles is ahead of Larry Shaw and Oak Glen  in the W.Va. high school record books.  

Final Team Points

1.Oak Glen 248

2. Shady Spring 156

3. Calhoun County 115

4. Cameron 105

5. St Marys 91.5

6. Point Pleasant 76

7. Independence 69.5

8. Greenbriar West 66

9. Berkeley Springs 62.5 

10. Ravenswood 62 

What a Season!

As a team, the 2004-2005 squad won practically every competition they entered. They went 13-0 in duals, winning the OVAC dual team title. They were second only to Canon-McMillan, a huge Pa. wrestling power, in the tough Brooke Classic. They won the St. Clairsville and Montour tournaments, the OVAC overall team title, the Region 1 tournament and a ninth consecutive A-AA W.Va. state championship.

Individually, members of this team re-wrote the OGHS wrestling record book. The varsity had a combined match record of 395-160. Cody Miller set a new team record for most wins by a freshman with 31. Chris Stevens set a new record for most wins by a two-year varsity wrestler with 72. Cody Potts tied Derrick Stickles for most individual championships in a season, six, and tied Philip Bellville for most falls in a single tournament, six (St. Clairsville). Rhett Northcraft added to his record most escapes in a career, 117, and has another year to add more. Brandon Miller set a team record for most near falls in a season with 116 and added to his record of most near falls in a career, totaling 228. He set a season record for most technical calls with 19 and set a career mark for tech falls with an incredible 32. Cody Potts set new records for most wins by a senior, 43, most wins by a three-year varsity wrestler, 112, and what probably is a record that will stand for many, many years, most consecutive wins, 76, eclipsing the mark set by John Crain.

