Eleventh Heaven

The Story of the 2006-07

Oak Glen High School Varsity Wrestling Team
(The following is a labor of love, the third consecutive year I have chronicled the exploits of Coach Larry Shaw and his Oak Glen varsity squad. This record is not perfect, (what is?) so please forgive any omissions or errors and, more importantly, bring them to my attention to correct. I attempt herein to capture some of the drama of matches and tournaments, while scoring nearly every varsity match of the 2006-07 season. As she did last year, my wife Caren compiled the team and individual statistics for Coach Shaw after every event, so I have had the advantage of her work and the work of the student statisticians to which I often referred. Below, varsity duals and tournaments are presented in story form; usually, but not always, chronologically as the match or tourney progressed. I regret that this narrative cannot include junior varsity wrestlers and their exploit. Love ‘em too, but following the varsity was as much as I could handle. Opinions expressed are mine alone. All mistakes are mine also.)

By Fred Miller
The season began with practice on Nov. 13 but of course the story of this season for most team members began long, long ago, with all-day peewee tournaments, middle school triumphs and travails, and lifting, endless practices, summer camps and of course, dreams of forbidden food.

The Bears look to be super-strong in the lighter weights, but less experienced overall, compared to last season. Some new varsity members are asked to help the team in the middle and upper weight classes. The team can boast six returning OVAC placers and four returning state placers – good, but not as many as it returned the past two years. The Bears defend the AAA (Ohio class) crown at OVAC and record 10th-straight state AA-A title.

Complicating matters are new rules regarding weight loss. They apply nationwide, with variations as each state interprets them. Wrestlers are certified for their weight classes as the season begins by a specific gravity test for dehydration and percentage of body fat as well as weight - all part of an effort to prevent abuses and ensure wrestlers don’t harm their health by dropping too much weight too quickly.

Assisting Larry Shaw in his 28th year as head coach are Tim Ralph, Brian Six, and Bob Wilson. Frank Crain is head middle school coach. Student statisticians are Lindsey Mumford, Mollie Gibson and Cortney Atkinson.

Oak Glen 38, South Side 27
Home, Dec. 3, 2006

Oak Glen gets revenge for last year’s 29-28 loss.

Oak Glen’s team was stronger last year but South Side was loaded when it dealt the Bears a 29-28 loss in a dual for the ages. The actual score was 28-28 but SS won on tiebreaker criteria(more matches won).

Oak Glen gets revenge in ’06, charging out to a 22-0 lead with domination in the light weights. South Side chips away in the middle and heavier weights but comes up short in the final tally.

As they did last year, the Bears show themselves better than South Side at pinning their opponents. Ryan Asbury, Troy Eckleberry, Ethan Dray and Nick McAvoy put away their opponents with falls, while South Side’s only pin comes from Tyler Easton. Doug Murray’s battle to keep from getting pinned by Jimmy Martz (who pinned in 32 of his 38 wins last season) is among pivotal matches. So is Jack Wright’s decision at 189 over Justin Herder. Wright comes back twice in the match to win 10-6.

South Side is without its Pa. State Champion (and national freestyle champ) John Prezzia at 103 because of injuries. OG’s own outstanding 103-pounder, Ryan Asbury, lost his first-ever varsity match against Prezzia last year. As delicious as that rematch would have been to watch, Oak Glen fans are happy to get the points as Asbury pins sub Ricky Lee Knight.

At 125 pounds, the varsity’s only freshman, Joel Paolo, shows no jitters in beating junior Justin Malcomb convincingly 14-6. Zack Six finds himself in a battle royal with freshman Colin Checkan, the younger brother of Pa. state placer Corey Checkan, losing 4-1.

Coach Shaw’s tactical move to default at 135 pounds, avoiding sectional champ Dominick Demor, pays off. Paden Potts, moved up to 140, major decisions Zack Clark.

112 – Troy Eckleberry  gets the Bears off to a good start with pin of  senior Shane O’Neill at 2:24. Bears, 6-0.
119 – Ethan Dray, makes short work of freshman Bobby Skoff, pinning him in 36 seconds. OG up, 12-0.
125 – Joel Paolo, the only freshman on varsity, wrestles like he’s always been there, dominating junior Justin Malcomb 14-6. OG 16-0.
130 – Nick McAvoy, a junior, also makes his varsity debut with a splash, pinning junior Ethan Peters in 33 seconds. Oak Glen 22, SS 0.
135 – forfeit Coach Shaw moves Paden Potts to 135, avoiding sectional champ Dominick Demor. OG 22, SS 6.

140 – Paden Potts makes the strategy work with a 13-4 major decision over senior Zack Clark. OG 26, SS 6.
145 – Zach Six finds himself in a physical match with Colin Checkan, freshman brother of Corey Checkan. After a scoreless first period, Checkan gets the escape to start the second, then picks up a penalty point on an illegal headlock. Six goes on offense, getting a single leg but Checkan counters. Six escapes in the third, making it 2-1. Checkan keeps his toes in and holds Six’s ankles to score a takedown on the edge of the mat, winning 4-1. OG 26, SS 9.

152 – Cody Miller lost to Keagan Donnan in his first-ever varsity match in 2004, but beat him 6-1 last year. This year is a repeat as he controls senior Donnan, a sectional champ, 7-1. OG 29, SS 9.
160 – forfeit. Zac Montero is out sick. Matt Longshore gets the forfeit. OG 29, SS 15
171 – T.J. Osbon is matched with another sectional champ, senior Sal Ruggeri. Ruggeri looks in control for two periods over T.J., who is nursing an injured hip, but Ruggeri doesn’t build a big lead. Two takedowns and two escapes have made the score 4-2 at the end of the second period. Ruggeri confidently gives an escape to start the third, but it is Osbon who scores the takedown to take the lead, 5-4. A very quick locked hands call as they hit the mat brings Coach Shaw to his feet to protest to the ref, but the call stands and the match is tied 5-5. Ruggeri scores a reversal to win 7-5. OG 29, SS 18.

189 – Jack Wright, a senior who had to wait his turn for a regular spot on the varsity, starts his season with a pivotal win over senior Justin Herder. Herder gets the first takedown, but Wright uses forward rolls to score a reversal and an escape in the second, tying Herder 4-4 and then taking the lead 6-5. Herder looks out of gas in the third, and Wright turns him for back points, winning a 10-6 decision. OG 32, SS 18.

215 – Mark Montgomery is another senior who has waited for a varsity spot, but his debut doesn’t go so well. Senior Tyler Easton scores a second-period fall at 3:23. OG 32, SS 24
285 – Doug Murray, a sophomore who finished last season as varsity heavyweight when David Collins was injured, is losing 4-0 to sectional champ Jimmy Martz late in the third when he surprises Martz with a reversal. Martz has spent most of the match on top, trying unsuccessfully to turn Murray. Final, 6-2.  OG 32, SS 27.
103 – Ryan Asbury  makes quick work of Ricky Lee Knight, scoring the fall in 1:09. 
Final score, 38-27 Oak Glen.
Brooke Classic
Brooke High School, Dec. 8 & 9, 2006

OG places third behind East Fairmont and Warren Howland

Oak Glen finishes third for the second year in a row, with one champion and eight total placers. A loaded East Fairmont team is first in team points with 324 points. The Bees have four champions and three runners-up. Warren Howland is second with 279, and Oak Glen third at 254, in a 10-team field.

Canon McMillan, which has made a habit of winning this tournament, doesn’t participate this year. Wheeling Park, a strong second last year, finishes sixth at 193. State champ Ronnell Green is out on suspension.

Ryan Asbury, third in this tournament in 2005, is OG’s only champion, and Troy Eckleberry is the Bears’ only runner-up. The Bears have a disappointing semi-final round with six losses after eight have made the championship bracket. The Bears end with three thirds – Zack Six, Cody Miller and T.J. Osbon – and three fourths: Ethan Dray, Joel Paolo and Nick McAvoy.
(In 2005, Rhett Northcraft became a two-time champion with a win at 160. Jesse Mahan took first at 140. Josh Greathouse was second at 189. Ryan Asbury at 103 and Cody Miller at 152 were third. Ethan Dray was awarded fourth place after being illegally slammed. Oak Glen was third of 14 teams.

In 2004, OG placed second and had one champion, Cody Potts at 215. Jesse Mahan and Chris Stevens finished second; Brandon Miller, Northcraft and Dave Foltz were third; Brandon Davis, Dirk Baker and Joel Timmons were fourth.

In 2003 the Bears placed third and had one champion, Northcraft, at 152.  Potts was 2nd. B. Miller, Mahan, Drew Stevens, Chris Stevens all were 3rd. Brennon Chambers was 4th.
Brooke Classic summary by weight class

1st at 103 – Ryan Asbury tech-falls Brett Bishop of Howland 17-2 and pins Wheeling Park’s Brandon Staley in 33 seconds to reach the semi’s. He pins John Marshall’s Eric Beck in 3:19 in the semi-finals and major decisions McGuffy’s Alex Dunaway 12-2 to win the weight class.

2nd at 112 – Troy Eckleberry  beats all four wrestlers in his pool, including top seed Nick Taylor of Wheeling Park. A first-period takedown is the margin of victory, 3-1. Hunter Woods of East Fairmont also gives him a match, 4-1. Chandler Dutton of Washington High withdraws from the tournament after Eckleberry pins him in 1:39. Robbie Siegwart of John Marshall is pinned in 1:35. In the semi’s, Brad Battison of Howland goes down  9-3. Eckleberry is losing 7-0 in his championship match with Colton Blumer of West Greene when he fights back to score two takedowns in the third period and narrow the final margin to 8-4.

4th at 119- Ethan Dray is second seed in his pool but beats all his poolmates, including first seed Kyle Leek of Howland (4-3). He pins Dakota Riffle of West Greene (1:31) and Kip Carpenter of Wash High (1:05). In the semi’s he meets his old nemesis, Daniel Felton of Brooke. They take a 0-0 score into the third, when Ethan gets an escape but gives up a takedown. He escapes again to tie it 2-2, but Felton gets a takedown to win 4-2. In the consolation finals, Ethan loses 6-0 to a wrestler he beat in the pool, Howland’s Kyle Leek.

4th 125 – Joel Paolo shows he belongs on varsity (and how!) with a narrow 5-4 loss to first seed Josh Daniels of McGuffy, the eventual champion. (Plus pool wins over Amanda Cooper of Beth Center (fall 0:33) and unattached East Fairmont’s Mike Baker (TF 16-1). In the semi’s he loses 7-3 to East Fairmont’s Drew Jenkins and drops a 1-0 decision in consolations to West Greene’s Garrett Johnson (30-16 last year).

4th 130 – Nick McAvoy has plenty of excitement just in pool matches, losing one overtime match (8-6, Sam Scherich of McGuffy) and winning another (13-11, Sam Courtwright, West Greene). He wins one by fall (Charles Bowser, Bethleham Center) and drops one pool match by decision (top seed Jim McFarland of Brooke, 9-5). In the semi’s, Nick loses 3-2 to eventual champion Joey Knapton of East Fairmont, an escape being the margin. In consolations, he gets pinned in 0:48 by Wheeling Park’s Steven Jewel.

135 – Paden Potts starts off with a close 6-5 loss to eventual third place finisher Jake Kroneberg of McGuffy. Things go south from there with three more pool losses.

140 – A.J. Rhodes starts his varsity career well with a nice 8-2 win over Kyle Householder of West Greene, then suffers two pool losses.

3rd 145 – Zach Six had injury defaulted out of last year’s Brooke Classic. This year is different with a 51-second pin of Brooke’s Zack Bickford and a 15-0 tech fall of Wheeling Park’s Seth Baumgardner. His only pool loss is to eventual runner-up Mason Bailey of East Fairmont, 5-0. In the semi’s Zack loses 8-1 to eventual champion Brandon Richey of John Marshall, then tech falls Beth Center’s George Cramer 17-1 in the consolation finals.

3rd 152 – Cody Miller wins his pool with a pin of East Fairmont’s Brandon Spicer (3:34) and a close win over eventual champion Adam Rubesich of Howland. Tied 6-6 in the third against Rubesich, Miller gives an escape and scores a takedown to win 8-7. The same strategy fails in his semi match against West Greene’s Tucker Conklin. He gives an escape in the third but can’t take Conklin down, losing 3-2. In the consolation match, Miller is locked 0-0 in the third with Beth Center’s Chris Stay but scores two mat-edge near-falls to win 4-0.

160 – Zac Montero loses in pool matches to three quality opponents, Roger Best of John Marshall, Shane Kandis of Wheeling Park and Zac McManus of Howland, but ends on a high note, pinning James Mascaro of East Fairmont in 2:18.

3rd 171 – T.J. Osbon pins his way through four matches in his pool, only to lose 3-2 in the new triple overtime format to East Fairmont’s Pat Murphy in the semi-finals. Murphy scores a takedown in the first and T.J. gets one in the third, and each has an escape. Neither can score in the one-minute OT started on their feet, then each rides the other out under a new system that provides for both wrestlers to get a 30-second rideout with choice of position. Murphy has choice in a final RO since he scored first. He takes top position, riding T.J. out for the win. In the battle for third, T.J. is winning 4-2 in the third when he pins Pat Morris of West Greene (5:06) for the second time that day.

189 Jack Wright  starts well with an 18-second pin of Brooke’s James Bingiel. (The fastest pin of the tournament was 17 seconds.) He loses in the pool to two quality wrestlers: Joe Tarle of Beth Center (runner-up) and Mike Kreatsoulas (third place).

215 Mark Montgomery loses three pool matches. His best match is a 7-4 loss to Danny Harrington of West Greene, in which he scores the first takedown and ties it in the second with a reversal. 

275 – Doug Murray doesn’t place but has a good tournament, going 2-2 in his pool. He pins Nathan Martin of West Greene in 53 seconds, loses 3-1 to first seed (and eventual runner-up) Drake Kowcheck of Brooke, pins East Fairmont’s Zac Townsend in the first period, then gets pinned in the first by eventual champion Tom Kettlewell of Wheeling Park.

Total Domination: Quad at Fairmont Sr. High

Dec. 16, 2006

Oak Glen 65, Fairmont Sr. 7; Oak Glen 77, Morgantown 0;
Oak Glen 78, Ravenswood 6
Oak Glen picks up three dual wins at Fairmont Senior High School in a Saturday quad match, beating each school by a higher margin of victory than when the Bears hosted this quad in 2005. Oak Glen is now 4-0 in dual matches on the season.

Out of 42 individual matches, Oak Glen grapplers win 39. (One better than last year.) Their wins include 25 pins, seven forfeits, three decisions, two major decisions, one technical fall and one injury default. Their three losses are one pin, one major decision and one decision. T.J. Osbon and Mark Montgomery each score three falls on the day.

Oak Glen 65, Fairmont Sr. 7

Joel Paolo is losing 7-4 to B. Caputo after a takedown in the second period. He narrows the margin to 7-6 with a reversal. Caputo, who has scored three takedowns in the match, chooses neutral to start the third, but Paolo gets the takedown and rides Caputo a long time to win 8-7.

Zack Six gives up a takedown to Thomas Long, escapes, then makes a mistake on a double underhook, pulling Long down on top of himself. Zack escapes again, then scores a reversal in the second to take the lead at 5-4. He rides Long out in the third for a one-point win.

Doug Murray and Joe Satterfield are evenly matched, going 0-0 in the first. Satterfield escapes in the second and rides Murray in the third to win 1-0.

Asbury, Eckleberry, McAvoy, Potts, Rhodes, Osbon, Wright and Montgomery all score falls. Miller wins by tech fall, and Dray picks up a forfeit. Montero loses to Fairmont Senior’s best wrestler, Drew Retton, 16-6.


103 - Ryan Asbury (OG) pins Joe Shaw 5:33 
112 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) pins Beau Robinson 0:33

119 - Ethan Dray (OG) wins by forfeit 
125 – Joel Paolo (OG) dec. B. Caputo 8-7 
130 – Nick McAvoy (OG) pins T. Tossone 2:50
135 – Paden Potts  (OG) pins C. Satterfield 3:57 
140 – A. J. Rhodes (OG) pins Cody Moore 3:17. 
145 - Zack Six (OG) dec. Thos. Long 5-4
152 - Cody Miller (OG) tech fall J. Ammons 16-0 
160 – Drew Retton (FS) maj. dec. Zack Montero 16-6
171 – T.J. Osbon  (OG) pins A. Core 1:26

189 – Jack Wright (OG) pins R. Skarzinski 3:27
215 – Mark Montgomery  (OG) pins M. Jackson 0:55
285 – Joe Satterfield (FS) dec. Doug Murray 1-0 


Oak Glen 78, Ravenswood 6
Ravenswood forfeits the first four weight classes as well as 189, giving wins to Asbury, Eckleberry, Dray, Paolo and Wright.

Montero is shaking his head after the second locked hands call against him in a close match with Tom Nay. Montero is behind until late in the third, when he scores an escape and takedown to lead 5-4. The points become irrelevant when he pins Nay at 5:32.

Montgomery continues to employ the dump and fireman’s carry with success. He is up 9-2 on Joel Seabolt when he scores the fall at 2:54.

A.J. Rhodes pins the other Seabolt, Jordan, in the third. He is up 10-3 at the time.

Paden Potts is losing 7-1 when he gets pinned at 3:59 by Ravenswood’s best wrestler, D. Dennis.

McAvoy, Six, Miller, Osbon, and Murray also score falls.
103 - Ryan Asbury (OG)  by forfeit 
112 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) by forfeit

119 - Ethan Dray (OG) by forfeit 
125 – Joel Paolo (OG) by forfeit
130 – Nick McAvoy (OG) pins K. Gray 0:52
135 – D. Dennis (FS) pins Paden Potts  3:59
140 – A. J. Rhodes (OG) pins Jordan Seabolt 5:11 
145 - Zack Six (OG) pins Travis Lang 1:58
152 - Cody Miller (OG) pins D. Horn 3:19 
160 –Zack Montero (OG) pins Tom Nay 5:32

171 – T.J. Osbon  (OG) pins Dillon Adkins 0:34

189 – Jack Wright (OG) by forfeit
215 – Mark Montgomery  (OG) pins Joel Seabolt 2:54
285 – Doug Murray (OG) pins Wade Parsons 1:18

Oak Glen 77, Morgantown 0

Ethan Dray finally gets on the mat but doesn’t stay long, pinning Nathan LaFata in 1:12.

Six, Osbon, Wright, Montgomery, Murray, Asbury and Eckleberry also score falls against their Ravenswood opponents. Rhodes gets a forfeit.

Paolo doesn’t let Patrick Pikulski score on him, winning 9-0.

McAvoy leads all the way, but he and Ian Frist run up the score in a switch fest, 22-12. McAvoy ends up with six reversals, four two-point near falls, and a takedown, while Frist has six reversals.

Miller executes a nice fireman’s carry for a five-point move on Jacobe Thomas. Thomas lands wrong and injury defaults.

Montero scores a takedown and reversal to beat Justin Solley, but gives back two penalty points.

Wright gives up a takedown then escapes in the first period against Nick Morris. Riding Morris in the second, he is called for locked hands to give Morris a 3-1 lead, then settles the matter with a pin at 2:19.

119 - Ethan Dray (OG) pins Nathan LaFata 1:12

125 – Joel Paolo (OG) maj. dec. Pat Pikulski 9-0 
130 – Nick McAvoy (OG) maj. dec. Ian Frist 22-12
135 – Paden Potts  (OG) pins Christian Hartsell 2:35 
140 – A. J. Rhodes (OG) by forfeit 
145 - Zack Six (OG) pins Bryan Kennedy 2:19
152 - Cody Miller (OG) wins by inj. def. Jacobe Thomas 
160 -. Zack Montero (OG) dec. Justin Solley 4-2
171 – T.J. Osbon  (OG) pins Arnie Reed 0:57

189 – Jack Wright (OG) pins Nick Morris 2:19
215 – Mark Montgomery  (OG) pins Andrew Garcia 1:09
285 – Doug Murray (OG) pins Josh Foster  1:59
103 - Ryan Asbury (OG) pins Matt Long 1:50

112 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) pins Christian Higgins

Oak Glen 53 -Harrison Central 11

At Cadiz, Dec. 20, 2006

The Bears score five falls, two technical falls and a major decision, winning 11 of 14 weight classes to run their dual record to 5-0.
Nick McAvoy wins a tight match with Eric Moore at 130 pounds. Nick gets a first-period takedown. Moore rides him through the second. In a neutral start for the third period, Moore scores the takedown to tie, but McAvoy gets the reversal on a roll with 22 seconds left, winning 4-2.

Paden Potts gets four takedowns and gives four escapes before pinning Trevor Coffman at 5:17.

The Harrison Central coach bumps up four wrestlers at the heavy end of his lineup, but gets only one win from the tactic. The Huskies’ 171-pounder, Ian Howell, gets the first takedown in the 189-pound match with Jack Wright. Wright ties it with a reversal at the buzzer. In the second period, Wright gets an escape and takedown to go ahead 5-2, but in the third Howell does the same thing to tie it up. Howell gets a takedown in OT to win 7-5.

Justin Valentine has less luck bumping up to 215. Mark Montgomery is ahead the whole match, winning 10-5.

James Boreman manages only two escapes against Doug Murray as Murray wins 7-2. 

Last year, OG beat Harrison Central 60-10.

Oak Glen 53, Harrison Central 11
112 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) maj. dec. Shawn Pate 16-2

119 - Ethan Dray (OG) pins Nick Risdon 2:39 
125 – Joel Paolo (OG) pins Kevin Snyder 1:10
130 – Nick McAvoy (OG) dec. Eric Moore 4-2
135 – Paden Potts (OG) pins Trevor Coffman 5:17
140 – Rob Eddy (HC) maj. dec. A.J. Rhodes 9-1
145 - Zack Six (OG) pins Taylor Banks 2:26
152 – Cody Miller (OG) tech falls Ty Howell 17-2

160 - Jacob Donley (HC) maj. dec. Zac Montero 17-4

171 – T.J. Osbon  (OG) tech falls Kody Kaiser 16-0

189 – Ian Howell (HC) dec. Jack Wright 7-5 OT
215 – Mark Montgomery  (OG) dec. Justin Valentine 10-5
285 – Doug Murray (OG) dec. James Boreman 7-2

103 - Ryan Asbury (OG) pins Darin Heavilin 1:38

Oak Glen 33-Parkersburg South 28

At home, Dec. 23, 2006
Oak Glen beats South for the third year in a row, doing it this time with pins and with the four captains leading the way. The Bears now lead the series 5-4 and improve this year to 6-0 in duals.
Of the 14 weight classes, the Bears win only six, but take five of those with pins, while giving up no falls of their own. They lose five decisions, two major decisions, and one amazing 26-11 tech fall that lasts until the end of the third period.

The four team co-captains – senior T.J. Osbon and juniors Ethan Dray, Cody Miller and Zack Six – all come up with pins, as does super freshman Joel Paolo. The sixth win is a 3-1 decision by heavyweight Doug Murray to set the tone for the dual as wrestling starts with the 285-pound class.

South freshman Tyler Green hands Oak Glen’s Ryan Asbury his first loss of the season in the second match of the afternoon in the 103-pound class. Green scores two takedowns to Asbury’s three escapes, holding him off for a 4-3 win.

Tough South senior Corey Matheny hands Troy Eckleberry an 8-3 loss to put South briefly in the lead, 6-3.

Back-to-back pins by Ethan Dray at 119 and Joel Paolo at 125 put the Bears back ahead, 15-6.

South senior Travis Townsend outpoints Nick McAvoy for a major decision, coming up two points shy of a tech fall, 13-0.

Paden Potts has his hands full with fellow soph Andy Church, scoring only escapes in a 7-2 loss.

Hueston Keller, a senior who returned to South’s lineup for the first time this season, puts on a takedown and near-fall demonstration in a 26-11 technical fall of sophomore A.J. Rhodes at 140 pounds. Rhodes gets a big hand from the home crowd for avoiding the pin as the match ends … and even collects a takedown on Keller at the buzzer. But Keller has staked South to an 18-15 lead.

Six and Miller do the back-to-back pin thing again to give Oak Glen breathing room once more, 27-18.

Sophomore Zac Montero gets the first takedown against junior Jacob Layton in the 160-pound match. The two initially appear evenly matched, but Layton pulls away with near-falls and reversals in the second period, eventually winning 15-5, a major decision.

T.J. Osbon’s pin of sophomore Kenneth Berry in the second period at 171 pounds gives Oak Glen an 11-point lead with only two matches to go. South would have to pin both Jack Wright at 189 and Mark Montgomery at 215 to win the dual.

Wright gets the first takedown but loses 6-3; Montgomery is up 5-2 in the first but gives up a reversal and back points to trail 7-5, and eventually loses 13-7.

Oak Glen wins 33-28.
After the match, WTOV sportscaster Don Sloan interviews Coach Shaw and gets additional footage of the happy Bears’ team. He tells team members they will be on the 6 and 11 o’clock news, plus a Channel 9 “Team of the Week” feature on the following Thursday.

Oak Glen’s next action is Friday and Saturday, Dec. 29 and 30, at the Best Value Holiday Tournament in St. Clairsville. Competition begins at 11 a.m. Friday and 10 a.m. Saturday. Williamstown, which this year believes it has a good chance of knocking off Oak Glen for the state AA-A title, will be at St. Clairsville.

Last year, back-to-back pins by Rhett Northcraft and T. J. Osbon in the final two matches sealed a big 41-31 win in front of a huge crowd at Parkersburg. In 2004 at Oak Glen the Bears went ahead early, racking up a 41-13 lead before losing to the meat of South’s lineup at 140, 145 and 152 and holding on for a 41-25 win. The Patriots pounded Oak Glen 39-13 when the Bears traveled to Parkersburg in 2003.

Oak Glen 33, Parkersburg South 28
285 – Doug Murray (OG) dec. Zack Hanson 3-1

103 – Tyler Green (PS) dec. Ryan Asbury 4-3
112 – Corey Matheny (PS) dec. Troy Eckleberry 8-3

119 - Ethan Dray (OG) pins Adam Metz 3:50 
125 – Joel Paolo (OG) pins Tyler Buck 3:24
130 – Travis Townsend (PS) maj. dec. Nick McAvoy 
135 – Andy Church (PS) dec. Paden Potts  7-2
140 – Hueston Keller (PS) tech falls A. J. Rhodes 26-11 
145 - Zack Six (OG) pins Zach Sandy 4:32
152 - Cody Miller (OG) pins Cody Miracle 2:58
160 – Jacob Layton (PS) maj. dec. Zack Montero 15-5

171 – T.J. Osbon  (OG) pins Kenneth Berry 3:35

189 – David McCoy (PS) dec. Jack Wright (OG) 6-3
215 – Gene Beatty (PS) dec. Mark Montgomery  13-7


13th annual St. Clairsville Best Value Tournament
St. Clairsville, Ohio, Fri-Sat, Dec. 29-30, 2006

As they did in the Parkersburg South dual, the four co-captains shine as Oak Glen wins this tournament for the ninth straight time. Ethan Dray, Zack Six, Cody Miller and T.J. Osbon all claim championships. The Golden Bears place 14, the same number they did last year. The Bears once again far outdistance second-place Dover in team points, 372.5 to 288.

At 119 Troy Eckleberry wins everything except the finals match, 5-1, losing to repeat champion Zac Conn of Teays Valley. Ryan Asbury repeats for third at 103, his only loss to eventual champion Travis Hopkins of Dover (also his only loss in this tournament last year). Nick McAvoy is third at 130, pinning East Liverpool’s Dylan Ice when behind 5-2 in the third period. Wrestling unattached, heavyweight Jimmy Boyd finishes fourth, his only loss to champion Eric Diagosta. Mark Montgomery finishes fourth, his only losses to the first and second seeds (who finish first and third). Paden Potts and two others in his 135 pool all finish 5-1, but Potts gets the short end of the stick in tie-breakers and wrestles for fifth place (he wins), while the first seed he tech-falls by a score of 23-8 goes to the finals. Joel Paolo at 125 and Doug Murray at 285 finish fifth; Jack Wright (189) and A.J. Rhodes (140) finish sixth. Justin Greathouse is champion of a special four-man unattached bracket at 189 pounds, going 3-0. Zac Montero does not place, going 2-3 on the tournament.

Williamstown, which believes it can beat Oak Glen at states this year, finishes seventh in the tournament. The Yellowjackets place six: Ryan Flowers, second at 140; Tyler George, third at 119; Mackenzie Peters, third at 125; Cody McIver, third at 135; Josh Radabaugh, fifth at 160; and Cody Pennybacker, fifth at 103. 

Incredible Nitro sophomore Seth Easter, who pins Flowers in the championship finals, repeats as tournament MVP.

Tournament Pin Record: Oak Glen pins 56 opponents, eclipsing the team record of 47 pins in a single tournament set in 1998 at this same event. The Bears give up six falls to opponents. There is an unusually high number of pins from all teams at St. Clairsville. So far this season, the Bears have pinned opponents 114 times and been pinned 16 times. Seven varsity members have not yet given up a pin: Ryan Asbury, Ethan Dray, Troy Eckleberry, Joel Paolo, Zack Six, Cody Miller and T.J. Osbon.

Team scoring (top 10): 1, Oak Glen, 372.5; 2, Dover, 288; 3, Teays Valley, 251.5; 4, Barnesville, 225; 5, East Liverpool, 205; 6, Talmadge, 179; 7, Williamstown, 161.5; 8, Marietta, 153; 9, St. Clairsville, 157; 10, Shadyside, 145.5.

In 2005, the top eight teams were: 1. Oak Glen 338, 2. Dover 295.5, 3. Tallmadge, 251, 4. Barnesville, 238, 5. Teays Valley 229, 6. Marietta, 191.5, 7 Shadyside, 157.5, 8. East Liverpool, 157.  Josh Greathouse at 189 and Cody Miller at 152 were champions, while two previous champions were denied a repeat.  Jessie Mahan and Rhett Northcraft lost in the finals: Mahan (140) to freshman MVP Seth Easter of Nitro, and Northcraft (160) to Bud Hines of Barnesville in a match that was tied four times. Hines’ win denied Northcraft his third Best Value championship. (Northcraft got revenge by beating Hines in the 2006 OVAC finals.) Ryan Asbury took third at 103. Paden Potts (125), Troy Eckleberry (119) and T.J. Osbon (171) all placed fifth. At 130, Preston Andrews and unattached Ben Warner placed fifth and sixth, respectively.
In 2004, Oak Glen won with 387.5 team points. Cambridge was a distant second, 274; Teays Valley was third with 257.5, Barnesville, fourth, 228, and Dover fifth, 216.5. East Liverpool finished 11th; Wellsville, 14th.The Bears crowned five champions and placed 13, including one alternate. Champions were Brandon Miller at 125, Jessie Mahan at 140, Rhett Northcraft at 160, Dave Foltz at 171 and Cody Potts at 215. Brandon Davis at 119 and Chris Stevens at 189 finished second. Ethan Dray at 103 and Cody Miller at 152 finished third. Josh Greathouse, wrestling as an alternate at 171, finished fourth. Dirk Baker and Joel Timmons were fifth. Zack Six was sixth.

In 2003 OG had three champions, Rhett Northcraft at 152, Dirk Baker at 119, and Cody Potts at 215. Northcraft was tournament MVP.

Day One Pool Action, Rounds 1-4

103 – Ryan Asbury, (3-0) seeded third, pins St. Clair’s A.J. Sanders in 16 seconds and Bryan Crozier of Shadyside at 3:40. He is tied 2-2 in the first with Justin Branham of Teays Valley, but pulls away in the second with a reversal, a near-fall3 and a takedown. Final, 9-3 

112 – Troy Eckleberry  (3-0), seeded second, scores first-period falls over Vince Ours (EL), Noah Cech of Marietta (guillotine), and Stephen Davis of John Glenn.

119 – Ethan Dray  (3-0) doesn’t allow his first three opponents to stay one minute each on the mat: John Glenn’s Ethan West (0:58), Matthew Phister of Talmadge (0:27) and Preston Foster of East Liverpool (0:47).

125 – Joel Paolo  (1-2) pins his first opponent, Shawn Huntsman of Barnesville, but drops tough-fought decisions to Jon James of Teays Valley and MacKenzie Peters of Williamstown. In the James match, Joel goes up 2-0 with a first period takedown. James, riding top in the second, scores a near fall2 to tie. Paolo escapes but James gets the takedown, then adds a reversal and near fall3 in the third. Final, James 9-4. Against Peters – in a match with significance for regionals and states, Paolo scores two takedowns in to close to 5-4. An escape for Peters, followed by failed desperation attempts to score by Paolo, make the final either 8-4 or 11-4.

130 – Nick McAvoy (2-1) pins Anthony James of John Glenn  (2:37), then runs into eventual champion Zach Androsko of St. Clair. A 9-0 decision is Nick’s only loss of the tournament. In his third match, he pins Chad Parsons of Marietta in 1:30.

135 - Paden Potts (2-1) major decisions Michael Bauman of Marietta 15-4 and Barnesville’s Jon Huntsman 13-2 before losing 16-6 to Joey Hoover of Shenandoah. He keeps the Hoover match close (6-4) before Hoover pulls away in the third period. It turns out to be Paden’s only loss of the tournament.

140 – A.J. Rhodes ( 0-2) loses a close first-round match to Sam Yockey of St. Clair 4-2. He forces a stalling point in the third, then nearly gets the reversal that would have tied it. In the fourth round A.J. has the honor of getting pinned (2:29) by MVP Seth Easter of Nitro.

145 – Zack Six  (3-0) tech falls a Williamstown wrestler, Joe Palm, 16-1, then pins his next two opponents: Sam Lambert of Talmadge (0:27) and Jeff Hanselman of Wellsville (1:16). 

152 –Cody Miller  (3-0) starts with three pins: John Glenn’s H. Nelson (0:59), Ricky Hylton of Talmadge (1:50) and Billy Miley of Shenandoah (1:01).

160 –Zac Montero (2-1) gives up a first period takedown on an ankle pick by Luke Horvath of Shadyside, eventually losing a 7-3 decision. He pins Laramie Grant of Barnesville in his second match and outpoints East LiverpoolX Ryan Milan 13-5.

171 – T.J. Osbon (3-0) pins all three opponents: East Liverpool’s Bobby McDole (3:09), ShenandoahX Jerry Bandoni  (1:16) and TV’s Sam Gilmore. The Gilmore pin at 3:24 comes off a throw.

189 – Jack Wright (2-1) gets an escape and takedown (on a spin-behind) in the second period to take a 3-0 lead over Nick Thompson of Talmadge. In the third he gives up a stalling point and an escape, then hangs on for a 3-2 win. In his second match he pins Ryan Wigal of Williamstown at 2:24. The third match, against Christian Battle of Teays Valley, after giving up a first period takedown, Jack ties it up with two escapes, then goes ahead 4-2 with a takedown. Battle ties with a reversal, then starts the third in neutral and cashes in with a takedown. He gives Jack an escape then stalls for the 6-5 win. Jack’s takedown at the end does not beat the buzzer.

189 X Justin Greathouse (3-0 JV)– In a special bracket battle of unattached 189-pounders, Justin Greathouse pins all three of his opponents: Noah Kritz of Shadyside, Logan Michael of Shenandoah and Jared Rumsbold of Talmadge.

215 – Mark Montgomery (3-0) pins all three of his first-day opponents: Craig Beaver of Wellsville (0:58), Dakota Noland of John Glenn (0:42) and Kenny Poland of Shenandoah (1:36).

285 Jimmy Boyd X (2-1) gives up a first-period pin against eventual champion Eric Diagosta of East Liverpool. Down 2-0 and 4-3 in the first period against Wellsville’s Johnathan Bentiz, Jimmy goes ahead on a reversal and pins Bentiz at 1:55. He pins John Glenn’s Jeremy Rice in 1:12.

285 Doug Murray  (2-2) starts with wins, pinning Nitro’s Caleb Smith at 1:18 and Eric Lillie (ELX) at 0:48. Second seed and eventual third place winner Nate Goddard of Marietta pins Doug in 14 seconds. In his fourth match of the day, against eventual runner-up Brad Ritenour of Dover, Doug comes back from a 5-0 deficit in the first to tie it with a reversal at 6-6 in the third. Doug gives up the escape, but Ritenour gets the takedown at the end to win 9-6.

Day Two Pool Action, Rounds 4-6

103 – Ryan Asbury (1-1) starts with a takedown of Talmadge’s Corey Wheeler, then makes a four-point mistake (reversal/near fall2). Ryan comes right back with an escape and takedown to take a 5-4 lead at the end of the first. The score is 10-4 when Asbury pins Wheeler at 2:52. In his second match Asbury loses to the eventual champion, Travis Hopkins of Dover. Asbury is down 8-0 in the third when he scores a reversal and near fall3 to make it 8-5. He puts Hopkins in a pinning combination as time runs out, losing 8-5. Asbury’s only loss at this tournament last year was to Hopkins, 5-0.

112 –Troy Eckleberry  (3-0)  pins Jason Ripple of Dover in 1:18, then wins a tough decision against Sean Jordan, Teays Valley unattached who wrestles behind TV’s Zac Conn. Jordan ties it 2-2 in the first and 4-4 in the second. A reversal at the end of the second gives Troy a 6-4 lead. Jordan chooses neutral to start the third but Troy gets the takedown and a near fall. Jordan’s reversal at the end doesn’t matter. Final, 10-6. Another tough match against Dillon Nolte of St. Clairsville sees Troy leading narrowly 4-3 to start the third, with Nolte choosing down. A near fall3 gives Troy some breathing room and he wins 7-5.

119 –Ethan Dray (2-0) is a maniac on the mat, pinning John Nauener of St. Clairsville in 16 seconds and Quentin Castello of Barnesville in 14 seconds. He finishes his pool with five pins and zero points scored against him.

125 –Joel Paolo (2-0) allows no points against him in pinning Sean Collins of Wellsville in 41 seconds and East Liverpool unattached Lauren Lisk (one of three girls in the tournament) in 40 seconds.

130 – Nick McAvoy (2-0) pins a John Glenn X named Sniffel (?) in 36 seconds. He is leading an East Liverpool X, Michael Buchheit, 13-0 when he scores the fall at 3:04.

135 – Paden Potts (3-0) A five-point play gives Tony Grove of Dover a 5-0 lead. Grove chooses neutral to start the second period. Bad choice. Potts get the takedown.Grove responds with an escape and takedown to extend his lead to 8-2, then 8-3 after a Potts escape. Potts rallies in the third with an escape and takedown. Still down 8-6, he decides things with a fall at 5:02. Against Brian Ball of Talmadge, Paden gives up the first takedown but responds with a reversal, near fall2 and takedown. He is leading 6-2 when he pins Ball at 3:13. Fourth seed Paden goes on a point fest against first seed Nathan Jordan of Teays Valley, using mostly reversals and near falls to run up a 23-8 technical fall.

140 – A.J. Rhodes (3-0) has a strong second day, pinning all three opponents. He comes back from a 4-0 deficit to tie Marietta’s Justin Deis at 4-4, then pins him at 3:29. In a back-and-forth match with John Glenn’s Troy Smith, A.J. is down 4-0. The match is tied at 4-4 and 6-6 on reversals in the second. Smith chooses neutral to start the third and scores a takedown. A.J. escapes, takes Smith down and pins him at 4:56. He pins ELX Mike Williams in 1:28.

145 – Zack Six (3-0) steadily points Justin Clendenin of Shadyside to a 15-0 tech fall. He pins St. ClairX Charlie Scott at 2:33 and Michael Shields of Marietta in 4:43. 

152 – Cody Miller  (3-0) finishes pinning his way through the pool with falls of Anthony Ours (ELX) in 1:54, Charles Snider (St.C)  in 1:30 and Travis Siegenthaler of Dover in 2:50.He finishes his pool with six pins and, like Dray, zero points scored against him.

160 – Zac Montero (0-2) comes back from a 4-0 score at the end of the second to narrow the score to 4-3 at the beginning of the third as he catches Williamstown’s Josh Radabaugh in a forward roll to score a near fall3. Radabaugh scores an escape and takedown, then pins Zac with four seconds to go in the match. Bobby Gilmore pins Zac at 1:25.

171 – T. J. Osbon (2-0) gets an easy one and a hard one in his final pool matches. He pins Robbi Wigid of Williamstown in 1:52, then dukes it out with Keith Heldt of Dover, the eventual third-place winner, in what looks like a championship match. Heldt beat T.J. last year 8-4 in the pool and finished second in that tournament. This year, Heldt scores a takedown in the first and Osbon escapes. In the second, Heldt chooses the down position and Osbon rides him tenaciously, taking him back to the mat time and again. Osbon is down in the third, and escapes to tie it 2-2. With about 25 seconds to go, T.J. scores a takedown, then hangs onto the strong, frustrated Heldt as the clock winds down. Heldt’s escape at the very end makes the final 4-3. Whew!

189 – Jack Wright (1-1) is leading 7-0 when he pins Thomas Moore of Shenandoah at 2:32. In a match against Jerry Kahl of Shadyside, neither wrestler can score from the neutral position in the first and third periods. In the second, Jack scores two escapes but Kahl scores a takedown and near fall3. Final, 5-2.

215 – Mark Montgomery (1-1) pins St. Clairsville’s Levi Holcomb in 2:26, then gets pinned in 1:34 by eventual tournament champion Paul Jeffries of Barnesville.

285 – Jimmy BoydX  (2-0) pins Shenandoah heavy Derek Bandoni in 25 seconds. Against Ragan Stanley of Teays Valley, Boyd gives up the first takedown, then takes the lead in the second with an escape and takedown. Stanley is down to start the third. Boyd signals to give the escape, but instead steamrolls Stanley onto his back for the pin at 4:05.

285 – Doug Murray (2-0) defeats Matthew Benghone of Talmadge, then pins St. Clairsville’s Shane Gray in 1:40.

Best Value Tournament Finals, 5 p.m. Saturday

3rd 103 – Ryan Asbury’s first-period takedown is the only score through two periods in his consolation finals match with John Barker of Barnesville. Ryan is on bottom in the second and Barker rides him out. In the third, Barker chooses down. Ryan scores a near fall to win 5-0.

2nd 112 –Troy Eckleberry gets returning champion Zac Conn of Teays Valley in the championship finals. Eckleberry is awarded a penalty point in the first. Conn turns him for a near fall3 in the second and scores a reversal in the third. Final: 5-1 Conn.

1st 119 –Ethan Dray crushed all opponents in his pool with first-period pins and zero points scored against him. In the championship finals he dominates Kolton Stemens of Teays Valley 11-2 (two penalty points).

5th 125 –Joel Paolo allows only two escape points in defeating Stephen Sturm of Marietta 7-2 in his consolation match.

3rd 130 – Nick McAvoy gives up a takedown in the first and a near fall3 in the second to trail East Liverpool’s Dylan Ice 5-0 in their consolation finals match. McAvoy scores a reversal late in the second, then sinks in a cradle with a minute to go in the match for a comeback win by fall at 4:02.

5th 135 – Paden Potts is 5-1 on the tournament, which normally would place him in the consolation finals for third place. But two others in his pool also are 5-1, and Potts turns out to be the stepchild in tiebreakers, so he goes for fifth place against Vinnie Deem of Wellsville. After a 0-0 first period, Potts scores an escape and takedown to lead 3-0 in the second. Deem ties it 3-3 late in the second and early in the third by virtue of a penalty point, escape and stalling point. Potts gives the escape to put Deem up 4-3. Paden scores the takedown, then pins Deem with 31 seconds to go in the match (4:29.)

6th 140 – A.J. Rhodes gets his first tournament placing, but can score only escapes in a 12-3 loss to John Merryman of Shadyside.

1st 145 – Zack Six, second seed, wins a close battle with Adam Messenger of Barnesville, the first seed, who is nursing a hurt knee from a football injury. Messenger scores a takedown in the first. Zack escapes in the second, then gets the takedown with 10 seconds to go in the period to lead 3-2. Six rides him out all third period to win 3-2, becoming the second of Oak Glen’s co-captains to win the 2006 tournament. 

1st 152 – Cody Miller gives up a first period takedown against Josh Smith, an unseeded wrestler from Barnesville, but quickly escapes and scores a takedown of his own to lead 3-2. He rides Smith in the second, as Smith glues his arms to his sides to keep from being turned. Miller is openly incredulous when he’s the one who gets the stalling warning. So is Coach Shaw, who calls the ref over to protest to no avail. Starting in the down position in the third, Cody escapes and takes Smith down for a final 6-2 score.

1st 171 – T. J. Osbon had what amounted to a finals match in his last pool match against Heldt. In the actual championship finals he is in another back-and-forth match against Aaron Donze of Talmadge. Early in the match, T.J. appears dazed when Donze throws him out of bounds and he lands on his head. But T.J. recovers and is aggressive in the first period, forcing what will prove to be a crucial stalling warning against Donze. Starting in the down position in the second, T.J. steps over to score the reversal, but with two seconds left in the period, Donze reverses to tie it 2-2. Osbon is riding in the third, but with 1:11 to go, Donze scores a reversal to lead 4-2. With 38 seconds left in the match, Donze is hit with a stalling point. Osbon scores the reversal to take a 5-4 lead and puts the legs in, hanging on and watching the last seconds tick away for the win and the championship.

6th 189 – Jack Wright gives up a first period takedown to East Liverpool’s Anthony Ours, but for most of the rest of the match the two are on their feet, unable to score. Jack’s escape in the second makes the final score 2-1.

4th 215 – Mark Montgomery is taken down in the first period in his consolation finals match against second seed Danny Nicholson of Marietta, escapes, then ties it 2-2 with an escape in the second. Nicholson gets the takedown on a throw and holds a narrow lead the remainder of the match, winning 9-6.

4th 285 – Jimmy BoydX gives up three takedowns in the first two periods in his consolation finals match against second seed Nate Goddard of Marietta, but keeps it close with three escapes. In the third period, Boyd escapes again then scores the takedown to tie the match at 6-6 and send it into overtime. Jimmy puts in the headlock but it slips as he starts his throw. Goddard gets the takedown to win 8-6 in OT.

5th 285 – Doug Murray, unseeded in the tournament, scores a first-period fall against fourth seed Johnathan Bentiz of Wellsville to win fifth place.

With the OVAC less than three weeks away, Oak Glen will now face three tough OVAC opponents in duals: Martins Ferry and Wheeling Park at home and Beaver Local away.  

.

Oak Glen 50, Martins Ferry 16
at home, Jan. 3, 2007

The Bears improve to 7-0 in duals at the expense of a young and injured Ferry squad.
Four of Ferry’s best – Zach Bowers, Derick Holt, Chase Tucker and Matt Shreve – are out injured for this match. Ferry coach Lamont Tucker’s team takes the mat with seven freshmen and four sophomores in the starting lineup. Jake Klug at 215 and heavyweight Jeremy Paden are his only varsity seniors.

Despite the lopsided score, Martins Ferry kids wrestle pretty well. Look for them to be strong the next three years or more with this squad. On the Oak Glen side, Coach Shaw is not happy with the way his team performs. They’ll hear about it in practice.

A big part of tonight’s match (as well as of the upcoming duals with Park and Beaver Local) is about preserving and gaining seeding for the looming OVAC tournament.

Troy Eckleberry scores an important 9-4 win over Taylor Yoder at 119 pounds. Tied 2-2 and 4-4 in the second, Eckleberry uses a Peterson to score a reversal and back points in the third.

Mark Montgomery uses the dump to score a four-point move on Jake Klug at 215. Two escapes and a reversal tie it at 4-4 in the second. Mark goes up 6-4 with a reversal. In the third period, starting in the down position, Montgomery escapes to lead 7-5, but a takedown with back points gives Klug his first lead and he wins 9-8.

At 125 pounds, freshman Joel Paolo loses a tight match against junior Mike Shreve. Paolo gets the single leg on Shreve early, but Shreve defenses it well. Paolo eventually gets the first takedown. In the second period, Shreve scores two reversals to Paolo’s one and the match is tied at 4-4. The home crowd cheers as Paolo gets the escape with 33 seconds left in the match, but their euphoria is short-lived. With 15 seconds left, Shreve gets the takedown to win 6-5.

Oak Glen wins nine weight classes, among them six falls and a tech fall.

Last year, Oak Glen took eight weight classes to win 46-25 at Ferry.
Ethan Dray, Dirk Baker, Jessie Mahan, Cody Miller, Josh Greathouse and Ryan Asbury all recorded falls, while Rhett Northcraft and T.J. Osbon scored tech falls. Troy Eckleberry, Zack Six and Bryan Rowland dropped close decisions. Eckleberry lost 8-6 in overtime to Mike Shreve at 119 pounds.

Oak  Glen 50, Martins Ferry 16

285 – Jacob Paden (MF) d. Doug Murray 6-2 
103 - Ryan Asbury (OG) p. Brad Mackey 2:06
112 – Troy Eckleberry (OG) d. Taylor Yoder 9-4

119 – Ethan Dray (OG) TF Zane McSwords 16-0 
125 – Mike Shreve (MF) dec. Joel Paolo 6-5
130 – Nick McAvoy (OG) p. Ian Graham 1:44
135 – Paden Potts (OG) p. Ryan Hotlozs 3:56
140 – Scott Kaiser (MF) d. A. J. Rhodes 9-4 
145 – Zack Six (OG) p. J.D. Sokolowski 1:24. 
152 - Cody Miller (OG) p. Jared Hanson 1:35
160 – Zac Montero (OG) wins by forfeit

171 – T. J. Osbon (OG) p. Dalton Leach 3:22
189 – Steven Woodford  (MF) maj. d. Jack Wright 14-5 
215 – Jake Klug (MF) d. Mark Montgomery 9-8


Wheeling Park 36, Oak Glen 22
at home, 1 p.m., Jan. 6, 2007

Wheeling Park comes out on top in a meeting of the two West Virginia high school defending state champions, taking nine weight classes. The Patriots, defending AAA state champs, hand Oak Glen, defending A-AA champion, its first dual loss of the season, 36-22. Park won by a similar margin last season, 39-24, when both teams were stronger.

Park wrestles aggressively and the Bears look tight. Oak Glen needs some unexpected performances to win but doesn’t get them. 

Ryan Asbury stakes the Bears to a 6-0 lead with a first-period pin of freshman Brandon Stanley at 103 pounds. Troy Eckleberry, who beat sophomore Nick Taylor 3-1 at the Brooke Classic, repeats with a 5-2 decision.

Ethan Dray at 119 pounds dominates Patriot sophomore Aaron Majetic but cannot turn him for a pin. Seven takedowns and a near-fall for Dray add up to a 17-4 major decision, and the Bears are up 13-0. Park then reels off four wins.

At 125 pounds, standout freshman Joel Paolo, 13-7 on the season, holds senior and defending state champion Ronnell Green to a 5-2 decision.

The 130-pound match pairs two more wrestlers who met at the Brooke Classic. In that match, Patriots senior Steven Jewell had pinned junior Nick McAvoy in 48 seconds to win third place. In this match, McAvoy surprises Jewell with a first-period takedown. Jewell rides Nick through a scoreless second period and ties it 2-2 with a reversal to start the third. McAvoy counters with a reversal to make it 4-2, but a reversal and three-point near-fall by Jewell give him a 7-4 decision.

At 135 pounds, Oak Glen sophomore Paden Potts falls behind senior Jason Waugh 8-1 in the second period before starting his comeback with a reversal. Behind 10-3 to start the third period, Potts scores two double-leg takedowns and gives two escapes to come within three points at 12-9. A takedown near the end of the match by Waugh seals a 14-9 decision for the visitor.

A pin of A.J. Rhodes by Seth Baumgardner at 3:59 in the 140-pound match gives Wheeling Park its first lead, 15-13.

At 145 pounds, Oak Glen senior Zack Six is cruising after the first period with a 4-0 lead when freshman Marcus George scores a reversal and two near-falls to go up 7-4 lead. George scores no more, as Six uses reversals and near-falls to point his way back into the lead, winning 12-7.

A first-period pin of sophomore Brendan Gibson at by junior Cody Miller gives the Bears the last of their 22 points on the afternoon.

At 160 pounds, Zac Montero holds Shane Kandis to a 6-0 decision.

When T.J. Osbon and Park’s Dusty Hill met last season in the Park-Oak Glen dual, Hill won 6-2. T.J. can’t get it going, and Saturday’s outcome is déjà vu all over again, 9-3 in favor of Hill.

Park’s Matt Hill spoils the first varsity start for Justin Greathouse, Josh’s brother, with a pin at 1:59.

Teammate Allen Earnest follows with a first-period pin of Mark Montgomery at 215, and Tommy Kettlewell caps a 21-point run for Park with a 10-3 decision over Doug Murray at 285.

Oak Glen, now 7-1 in duals, will travel to Beaver Local for its next dual Wednesday at 6 p.m. in the BLHS fieldhouse.

Wheeling Park 36, Oak Glen 22

103 Ryan Asbury (OG) p. Nick Taylor 1:27

112 Troy Eckleberry (OG) dec. Nick Taylor 5-2

119 Ethan Dray (OG) maj. d. Aaron Majetic 17-4

125 Ronnell Green (WP) dec. Joel Paolo 5-2

130 Steven Jewell (WP) d. Nick McAvoy 7-4

135 Jason Waugh (WP) d. Paden Potts 14-9

140 Seth Baumgardner (WP) p. A.J. Rhodes 3:59

145 Zack Six (OG) d. Marcus George 12-7

152 Cody Miller (OG) p. Brendan Gibson

160 Shane Kandis (WP) d. Zac Montero 6-0

171 Dusty Hill (WP) dec. T.J. Osbon 9-3

189 Matt Hill (WP) p. Justin Greathouse 1:59

215 Allan Earnest (WP) p. Mark Montgomery 1:43

285 Tom Kettlewell (WP) d. Doug Murray 10-3

Oak Glen 50, Beaver Local 24
at Beaver Local, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2007
Oak Glen fans go nuts as JV freshman Justin Greathouse, behind 4-0 in the first period to189-pound OVAC champion Kyle Reeder, rolls through and puts Reeder on his back! Greathouse scores the pin!

Greathouse’s win not only keys Oak Glen’s seven-pin night against a disliked rival team, it is revenge on a personal level. Reeder beat Justin’s brother Josh twice in close matches last year, including one in the OVAC semi-finals. 

Oak Glen improves to 8-1 in duals.

Justin’s win is one among several memorable matches as the Bears turn a close match into a spanking of the junior-heavy Beavers (seven of ‘em) in their home gym.

Oak Glen won this dual last year 36-24. Beaver Local wants this dual bad, and has juggled its lineup hoping for better matchups. Jarod Osborne drops from 152 to 145, while Mitch Thompson, Jared McIntosh and Larry Williams all bump up one weight class to 125, 130 and 135. All four lose.
With matches starting at 140, A.J. Rhodes isn’t able to do much in the first two periods against Tyler Bock. With the score 7-1, A.J. starts the third period in the top position. He gets an arm bar in on Bock and drives him around the mat for most of the period, picking up a stalling point but unable to turn Bock. 0-3 Beavers.

Jarod Osborne may have avoided Cody Miller by dropping to 145 but he is no match for Zack Six. Six is winning 12-0 when he pins Osborne at 5:34. 6-3 Bears.

Miller is given a sacrificial JV to pin. 12-3 Bears.

Zac Montero isn’t expected to win against Jon Bittenger, one of BL’s better wrestlers. He avoids the fall until late in the third period. 12-9 Bears.

A battle at 171 between T.J. Osbon and Devon Ludwig starts out as tight as anticipated. After a scoreless first period (notable only because Devon shows no offense and gets a stalling warning), in the second period T.J. gets an escape and then a takedown to lead 3-1. When T.J. puts Ludwig on his back hard, the Beaver Local wrestler tries to tap out. Too late – he’s pinned at 3:35. (Ludwig later has ice on his ribs.) The Bears pad their lead at 18-9.

Before the match, Coach Shaw weighs in both Jack Wright and Justin Greathouse at 189. When he sends Greathouse out to face Reeder, there isn’t a single person in the Beaver Local gym who expects him win. Trailing 4-0, Justin gives a huge morale boost to his team by rolling through and sticking Reeder with 14 seconds to go in the first period. The Oak Glen fans roar! The OG grapplers jump and cheer, hugging Justin as he comes slowly off the mat with a look of disbelief on his face. The Bears sense these two pins are propelling them to a big win. Bears roll, 24-9.

The next three matches, however, show that momentum can swing both ways.

Mark Montgomery looks fairly evenly matched with Logan Hoppel at 215 pounds, coming close to scoring takedowns in the first period, only to give one up with 16 seconds to go. Montgomery escapes to start the second, but an unsuccessful dump puts Mark on his back, giving Hoppel a takedown and then the fall. OG still leads, 24-15.

In the heavyweight match, Derek Wolfe gets a takedown on Doug Murray. A locked hands call and escape tie the match at 2-2 in the first period. In the second, Wolfe escapes and takes Doug to his back for the fall with two seconds to go in the period. Doug is limping on a twisted ankle as he gets up. The dual tightens, 24-21.

Ryan Asbury should be able to handle freshman Arizona Miller at 103 pounds. He gets a first-period takedown but cannot turn Miller for back points, carrying a 2-0 lead into the third period. Starting in neutral, Miller ties the match with a takedown, then with seconds to go turns Asbury for back points and the win, 5-2. All tied up, 24-24, with five matches to go. 

Troy Eckleberry pushes Cameron Miller all over the mat, running up a 15-1 score by the end of the second period. Twice he appears to have Miller solidly pinned, but doesn’t get the call. “Pin him again!” an OG fan calls out. Eckleberry starts the third by giving Miller an escape. A takedown ends the match as a technical fall. Oak Glen is up 29-24.

Ethan Dray is given a JV to pin, and does so at 1:33. Bears on top by 11, 35-24.

Beaver Local’s Mitch Thompson has been moved up to 125 to get a win against freshman Joel Paolo. But he didn’t count on Suuuuper Frosh, Paolo’s secret identity! The aggressive Thompson finds himself taken down in the first. Paolo scores back points to start the second period and leads 4-0. Beaver fans boo and call for the slam when Paolo returns Thompson to the mat hard and loud. Thompson gets a reversal to make the score 4-2, then kicks Paolo loose to go after the takedown. Paolo gets a stalling warning and the period ends 5-2. It is Oak Glen fans’ turn to boo when Thompson slams Paolo after the buzzer, leaving Joel a little dazed and requiring an injury time out. Joel starts from the down position in the third period and Thompson kicks him loose again. But with 57 seconds to go, Paolo gets the takedown and is in command 8-2. A stalling point and reversal for Thompson, and backs for Paolo, make the final score 11-5. Bears uncatchable now at 38-24.

In a McMatch that turns out to be a McMismatch, Nick McAvoy gets the fastest pin of the night against Jared McIntosh at 1:13. Bears roll, 44-24. 
Paden Potts caps the celebration for Oak Glen with a pin of Larry Williams at 1:33.

Final, 50-24.

As dejected Beaver Local wrestlers roll up their mats, Oak Glen teammates, fans and coaches linger in one end of the gym to savor the victory. There are hugs, handshakes and back pats given all around, but especially to Justin Greathouse, who has a grin from ear to ear. He still can’t believe it really happened.

After flat matches against Martins Ferry and Wheeling Park, the Bears get just the tonic they need to be prepped for the OVAC. Their euphoria is tempered with concerns for Asbury’s performance in recent matches and Murray’s ankle.

Oak  Glen 50, Beaver Local 24
140 – Tyler Bock (BL) d. A.J. Rhodes 7-2 
145 – Zack Six (OG) p. Jarod Osborne 5:34 
152 - Cody Miller (OG) p. Josh Minger 1:32
160 – Jon Bittinger (BL) p. Zac Montero 5:24

171 – T. J. Osbon (OG) p. Devon Ludwig 3:35
189 – Justin Greathouse p. Kyle Reeder 1:46 
215 – Logan Hoppel (BL) p. Mark Montgomery 3:02
285 – Derek Wolfe (BL) p. Doug Murray 3:58 
103 – Arizona Miller (BL) d. Ryan Asbury 5-2
112 – Troy Eckleberry (OG) TF Cameron Miller 17-2

119 – Ethan Dray (OG) p. Tyler Snodgrass 1:33
125 –Joel Paolo (OG) d. Mitch Thompson 11-5
130 – Nick McAvoy (OG) p. Jared McIntosh 1:13
135 – Paden Potts (OG) p. Larry Williams 1:33


Ron Mauck Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Wrestling Tournament

Jan. 18, 19, 20, 2007, Wesbanco Arena (Wheeling Civic Center)

Every point is precious as Oak Glen wins a narrow but satisfying OVAC overall team title – its fourth in six years - edging out defending team champion Wheeling Park by a score of 200.5 to 194.5.

Oak Glen crowns one individual champion, Troy Eckleberry at 112 pounds.

The Bears place 10 wrestlers including Ethan Dray (119, 2nd, ), Joel Paolo (125, 3rd), Ryan Asbury (103, 4th), Cody Miller (152, 4th), Zack Six (145, 5th), T.J. Osbon (171, 5th), Zac Montero (160, 7th), Nick McAvoy (130, 8th) and Jimmy Boyd (285, 8th). Boyd and Montero were unseeded.

Oak Glen has led the tournament by a narrow margin since the first round Thursday evening. But after the semi-final round Saturday morning, the Bears find themselves behind Park by two points, 182.5 to 184.5, and prospects look grim.

The Bears enter the finals on Saturday evening with 10 wrestlers, two of them in championship finals. Park has nine, three of them going for first place. John Marshall has hung 20 or 30 points behind the leaders for two days and could move up with an excellent finals round. Cambridge, sitting in fourth, entered the tournament a slight favorite because it had the most seeds, eight, including four second seeds. But Cambridge had a tough first two days and appears out of the team race by Friday night, 38.5 points back

In the finals, half of Oak Glen’s wrestlers lose their matches (five), but Park fares worse, winning only three of nine. When Park’s Earnest loses in the 215-pound championship match, Oak Glen has another OVAC championship in the bag. Bears fans, coaches and wrestlers are all smiles, knowing that with a little luck and a lot of determined effort, they’ve finished on top again.

Wheeling coaches and wrestlers look glum, realizing they’ve blown their chance. 

Cambridge has a good third day to edge John Marshall for third place. Beaver Local finishes fifth. An improved East Liverpool squad finishes ninth.

(Matches are recounted as they occurred in real time, which is not necessarily  in weight class order. A few other matches of interest are noted.)

Day One OVAC

Thursday evening session, Jan. 18, 2007

103 – Ryan Asbury, a third seed, is leading Darin Heavlin of Harrison Central when he scores the fall at 2:37.

112 – Troy Eckleberry, Oak Glen’s only first seed, pins Jesse O’Neal of Monroe Central in 3:51.

119 – Ethan Dray, a second seed, takes the full three periods to tech fall Edison’s Danny Costa 16-0.

125 – Joel Paolo, seeded fourth, advances by forfeit.

130 – Nick McAvoy, a five seed, pins Randy Mick of River in 39 seconds.

135 – Paden Potts, unseeded, begins with a pin of East Liverpool’s Joe Coil at 3:31.

140  – A. J. Rhodes, unseeded, drops into consolations with an 8-1 loss to Beaver Local’s Tyler Bock. 

145 – Zack Six, seeded second, pins Chad Tatgenhorst of East Liverpool in 2:36.

152 – Cody Miller, third seed, pins Josh Billman of Monroe Central in 22 seconds.

160- Zac Montero, unseeded, becomes the second Bear to fall in the opening round, losing 17-8 to six seed Jamaal Lowery of Cambridge.

In other opening round action, Potrajac, Brancker, Schaal, Bowers, Diagosta and Kettlewell all win by pins. BL’s Reeder beats a Caldwell wrestler 14-1. Jarod Osborne of Beaver is winning 7-5 with 15 seconds to go. He loses 8-7.
171 – T.J. Osbon, a second seed, pins Nate Bondy of Beallsville in 26 seconds.

189 – Jack Wright, unseeded, tech falls Eric Dowling of Wellsville 17-1. 

215 – Mark Montgomery, unseeded, pins Weirton Madonna’s Billy Fonner in 17 seconds.

285 – Jimmy Boyd, unseeded and substituting for injured Doug Murray (ankle) gets pinned by Tyree Dunn of Steubenville. He will see Dunn again.

With eight pins, a forfeit and two tech falls, Oak Glen ends Round One with a nice 6.5 point lead over Park, 42.5 to 36. Park’s two byes hurt. A team gets no points for byes, nor the chance for bonus points. John Marshall is tied for second with 36. Beaver Local sits in third with 25 points and Martins Ferry has 22. Cambridge has a disastrous first day, losing a second seed (Dan Ray) to injury before the tournament begins, losing three matches and recording only four falls to sit in fifth with 20 points.  

Day Two OVAC

Friday, Jan. 19, 2007

Championship and consolation brackets
103- Asbury pins Bridgeport’s Gessler in 0:47.

112 – Eckleberry pins Edison’s McGlone in 0:21.

119 – Dray is leading Meadowbrook’s Travis Harless when he gets the fall at 2:59.

125 – Paolo is tied 3-3 with John Marshall’s Howard when Howard gives the escape with a minute left in the third. With 30 seconds to go, Paolo scores the takedown and wins 6-3.

130 – McAvoy  leads throughout in a 9-3 win over Price of Meadowbrook.

135 – Potts drops into consolations with a 15-7 major decision loss to second seed Jon Ray of Cambridge.

160 – Montero begins his trek through consolations with an 11-4 win over Chaz Snider of St. Clair.

145 – Six helps keep Cambridge in check by pinning Paul Blake in 3:04.

152 – Miller takes 36 seconds to pin Magnolia’s Helmick.

171 – Osbon pins Martins Ferry’s Dalton Leach in 1:06.

189 – Wright scores the first points – a reversal in the second – but Weir’s Samson Gianessi reverses with a switch and gets a near fall3. Jack heads into consols with a 6-3 loss.

215 – Montgomery runs into first seed Derik Hesson of Caldwell. He is pinned at 4:43 and heads to consols.

Consolations
140 – Rhodes suffers a fall at the hands of Seth Baumgardner of Wheeling Park at the end of the third period, 4:50, and is out of the tournament.

135 – Potts is reversed by Meadowbrook’s Conrad at the beginning of the third period. Behind 2-1, he ties it with an escape with 35 seconds left and scores the takedown with 23 seconds left. Final, 4-3 Potts.

160 – Montero pins Rex Ickler of Bridgeport in 46 seconds.

189 – Wright  cranks up the point machine against Justin Valentine of Harrison Central, scoring the 18-3 tech fall at 3:46.

215 – Montgomery pins Anthony Petrella of Indian Creek in 2:17.

285- Boyd pins Derek Bandoni of Shenandoah in 1:45.

At the end of Friday afternoon, Oak Glen clings to a three-point lead, 85.5 to 82.5 for Park. John Marshall has slipped back to third at 76. Beaver Local and Cambridge are tied for fourth at 62. Ferry, 58, East Liverpool, 54.

The upcoming evening session is considered make or break for the leaders.

Evening Session Day 2 – championship quarterfinals and more consolations

103 – Asbury scores a nice 7-1 decision over Border of Caldwell to gain the semi’s.

112 – Eckleberry doesn’t allow Shane Foster of St. John’s to score, winning 10-0.

119 – Dray is ahead of John Marshall’s Skip Ingram, a seventh seed, by 12-1 when he gets the fall at 5:30.

125 - Paolo gives up the first takedown to East Liverpool’s Cagney Springer, but that’s all Cagney will get. Final, 8-2 Paolo.

130 – McAvoy loses a 10-2 decision to fourth seed Ben Pockl of John Marshall, the eventual runner-up. 

152 – Miller had barely beaten Bryan Skoff last year in the quarters. Skoff had set up a revenge match by taking fifth seed instead of fourth this year. He scores two takedowns and Cody can manage only escapes: 4-3 Skoff. Cody is in consolations.

145 – Six gains the semi’s with his third straight fall, pinning Taylor Banks of Harrison Central at 4:45.

135 – Potts gives escapes and scores takedowns and near falls to outpoint Bridgeport’s Taz Stanley 15-8.

171 – Osbon beats Wellsville’s Ryan Crabtree, a seventh seed, 15-3 to reach the semi’s.

160 – Montero  - A takedown gives Montero a 3-2 win over Matt Cowser of Indian Creek. Zemo’s run through the consols continues.

189 Wright wins 3-0 over Duke of Brooke in consols.

215 Montgomery also hits a Brooke wrestler, Trent Aitken. He scores the first takedown with his excellent dump, but Aitken won’t fall for it a second time. Mark exits the tournament with a 7-3 loss.

285- Boyd keeps on pinning his way through consols, finishing off Weir’s Vance Miller in 51 seconds.

(At this point in the tournament last year, Park had stretched its lead to 135. A good round in 2006 had Oak Glen solidly in second at 115.5, with Beaver Local in third by half a point, 105.5 to 105 for Cambridge.)

Fourth round of consolations, Friday evening

Winners in this round will place.

130 – McAvoy decisions Anthony Iachini of Steubenville 6-3. 

135 – Potts bows out of the tournament with a 5-2 loss to Tyler Cumpston of Cameron.

152 – Miller is leading a muscular Salem James of Steubenville 15-1 when he scores the fall at 3:49.

160 –Montero is locked in a close match with East Liverpool’s Shane Reed, who had injury defaulted out of his previous match with a hurt shoulder. Montero is leading 6-5 in the third when he scores a takedown to go up 8-5. After an injury time out, Reed gamely finishes the match. Final,11-5.

189 – Wright ends his tournament run with a 6-1 loss to Brandon Rickman of John Marshall, the eventual third place winner.

285 – Boyd scores an upset and guarantees himself a place with a second period (1:34) pin of Brooke’s Drake Kowchek, a fourth seed. He is losing 2-0 at the time. Coaches Brian Six and Tim Ralph are animated as they urge Jimmy on.

The Golden Bears cling to a six-point lead over Wheeling Park, 139.5 to 133.5. 

John Marshall is at 114. Cambridge sits in fourth with 105. Beaver Local is fifth at 96.

Day Three OVAC

Saturday morning, Jan. 20, 2007
Championship semi-finals and consolation quarterfinals. 

103 – Ryan Asbury lost to Beaver Local’s Arizona Miller in this year’s dual between the two schools. That darned Miller does it again here with a 6-0 decision, sending Asbury to consolations.

112 Troy Eckleberry continues his championship run with a win over Cameron’s Tevin Hall. Troy leads throughout, but gives up a takedown and reversal in the third period. The match isn’t as close as the final 10-8 score appears.

119 – Ethan Dray gets a first-period takedown on Shane Foster of St. John’s, and is leading 4-2 when Foster gets a reversal with 27 seconds left in the third period to tie it 4-4. With five seconds left in the match, Ethan escapes to win 5-4 and punch his ticket to the finals.

125 – Joel Paolo had lost 5-2 to OVAC champ Ronnell Green of Wheeling Park when the two teams met in a dual on Jan. 6. It is déjà vu as Green wins 6-1 to send Oak Glen’s freshman phenom into consolations. 

130 –Nick McAvoy carries a 0-0 score into the third period in a consolation match with first seed Chaz Clark of Union Local. A reversal in the third makes the final score 2-0, and an unhappy Nick is sent to the seventh place finals.

145 – Zack Six gives up a first-period takedown to Zack Kosky of St. John’s, the third seed, in the championship semi-finals. An escape and then a reversal to start the second puts Six up 3-2.They start the third in neutral position. With 19 seconds left, Kosky gets the takedown. A locked hands call at the buzzer ties it at 4-4, and they head for overtime. Neither can score in overtime. In a rideout, Kosky chooses top position and rides Six for a 5-4 OTRO win.

152 – Cody Miller uses an ankle pick from the tie-up to take down John Marshall’s Kason Melchiori and get back points. Cody cruises to an 11-1 major decision.
160 – Zac Montero is losing 4-1 to Park’s Shane Kandis when Kandis scores a second period fall. Zac will go for seventh place.

171 – T.J.Osbon carries a 2-2 tie into the third period in his semi-final championship match against Edison’s Jonathan Stewart, the third seed. T.J. escapes to start the third to go up 3-2. With 40 seconds left in the match, T.J. bundles Stewart’s arms to throw him, but Stewart sags back and gets the takedown and back points. Final, 7-4 Stewart.

285 – Jimmy Boyd can score only escapes against Beaver Local heavyweight Derek Wolfe, losing 8-4. Jimmy will go for seventh place.
Oak Glen builds a little breathing space, 161.5 6 to 147 for W. Park.

Consolation semi-finals

103 – Asbury gives up a takedown in the first period to Cody Wiltshire of Buckeye Local but responds with a reversal and near fall in the second to take a 4-2 lead. He hangs on for a 6-5 win and will go for third place.

125 – Paolo is tied 6-6 in the third period with Jeremy Howard of John Marshall. With 1:22 left Joel gives the escape to go for the takedown and win. He gets it with 45 seconds left and wins 8-7.

145 – Six loses another heartbreaker, dropping a 1-0 decision to Adam Messenger of Barnesville in the consolation semi’s. He will wrestle for fifth.

152 - Miller uses a leg lace and navy to score a takedown on Chase Tucker of Martins Ferry and go up 3-0 in the second period, then scores the fall.
171 - Osbon is losing 5-0 to Troy Starr of River in the first period. He puts Starr solidly on his back to start the second and appears to have a defensive pin but does not get the call. All he gets is a reversal. Starr wins by a final score of 13-4. T.J. will wrestle for fifth. 

Wheeling Park has overtaken the Bears and is leading 184.5 to 182.5. Prospects look grim.

OVAC Championship and Consolation Finals

Evening session, Saturday, Jan. 20, 2007

4th Place 103 – Ryan Asbury, sophomore

Ryan and Ed Lehotay of Meadowbrook take a 0-0 score completely through overtime and two rideouts. In the third rideout, Ryan can’t escape bottom position and loses 1-0.

1st Place 112 – Troy Eckleberry, sophomore

Eckleberry proves his first seed with a convincing win over second seed Jesse Brown of Shenandoah. After a scoreless first period, Troy scores back points then is reversed for a 2-2 tie. He scores a reversal and keeps a lead for the rest of the match. In the third, a reversal and back points give Troy a comfortable 9-2 lead. Final, 9-5.

2nd Place 119 – Ethan Dray, junior

Ethan runs into his old nemesis, Brooke’s Daniel Felton. Final, 4-1.

3rd Place 125  – Joel Paolo, freshman

Paolo lives up to his superfrosh billing with a 12-1 domination of East Liverpool’s Cagney Springer.

8th Place 130 – Nick McAvoy, junior

Nick gives up a first period takedown to Erik Carter of Bellaire, but ties it in the second 2-2 and 4-4 with his hip heist and leg-over reversals. Carter wins it in the third, 6-4.

5th  Place – Zack Six, junior
Zack, naturally disappointed after two close losses, helps the team with bonus points, pinning the unfortunate Kenny Nickerson of St. Clairsville in 1:45.

4th Place – Cody Miller, junior

Miller gets caught with a cowboy throw by Nathan Schaal of Buckeye Local in the first period and is quickly down 5-0. He tightens it to 5-4 in the second with a reversal and back points. A takedown by Schaal and reversal by Cody makes it 7-6. But he must give the escape and go for the takedown with eight seconds to go. He shoots on the whistle. Schaal was counting on that and spins behind for a takedown. Final, 10-6.

7th Place 160 – Zac Montero, sophomore

Zac’s enchanted run through consolations ends with a win by injury default over John Marshall’s Roger Best. Best tries to wrestle on a bad ankle but goes down in pain. 

5th Place, 171 – T.J. Osbon, senior

Disappointed like Six by not placing higher, T.J. takes it out on John Marshall’s Tyler Drushel with a fall at 2:41, earning crucial bonus points for the team.

8th Place, 285 – Jimmy Boyd, sophomore

After a scoreless first period, takedowns in the second and third period give Tyree Dunn of Steubenville his second win over Jimmy in this tournament, 5-0. The loss doesn’t matter because Oak Glen has already locked up another OVAC championship.

Oak Glen beats Wheeling Park for the OVAC by a hair’s breadth, 200.5 to 194.5. The Bears do it with sheer numbers, placing 10 of their 14 wrestlers, and scoring crucial bonus points in the final rounds. Park places nine total. Park and Oak Glen both place five in the top four. Cambridge (third, 172 points) came in with the most seeds, nine, but places only seven, none higher than second place. John Marshall (fourth, 169 points) places nine, five in the top four.

In the final round, five of 10 Oak Glen wrestlers win (including two falls, a default and a major decision) and only three of nine Wheeling Park wrestlers win. If it had been a horse race, it would have been Oak Glen by a nose.

5. Beaver Local, 148; 6, Bellaire, 122; 7., Martin’s Ferry, 118; 8. Brooke, 104; 9, East Liverpool, 100.5; 10, Barnesville, 91. . .  . down to 35., Conotton Valley, 11.
Quad at John Marshall

Saturday, Jan. 27, 2007
Oak Glen 51, North Marion 17

Oak Glen 48, Buckeye Local 24

Oak Glen 48, John Marshall 17

Oak Glen picks up three dual wins in a quad meet hosted by John Marshall to run its season dual record to 11-1.

The Golden Bears win nine matches – six by pin – in defeating fourth-ranked AAA school John Marshall.

John Marshall beats Buckeye Local and North Marion by identical 52-24 scores. Buckeye Local defeats North Marion 38-32.

Four Oak Glen wrestlers go 3-0 on the afternoon: Troy Eckleberry (119), Joel Paolo (125), Cody Miller (152) and Jimmy Boyd (285.) Miller’s and Boyd’s wins are all by fall. Going 2-1 are Ryan Asbury, David Mahan, Nick McAvoy, Zack Six, T.J.Osbon, Jack Wright and Mark Montgomery.

The Bears score 17 falls and themselves are pinned just four times.

Last year the scores were: Oak Glen 51, John Marshall 12; Oak Glen 48, Buckeye Local 15; and Oak Glen 59, North Marion 12.

Highlights by weight class:

103 - Ryan Asbury had beaten Buckeye Local’s Cody Wiltshire 6-5 in the OVAC consolation semi-finals. In their rematch, Wiltshire breaks a scoreless tie with a reversal in the second, then catches Ryan in a pinning combination and gets the fall at 3:35. Ouch! Ryan points JM’s Eric Beck to death, 16-0, and pins the North Marion wrestler in 56 seconds.

112 –David Mahan - With Ethan Dray out on injury, Troy Eckleberry is wrestling at 119 and David Mahan steps in at 112. David goes 2-1 on the day, all pins. He pins both Robbie Siegwart of John Marshall and Jake Payton of North Marion in the first period. Buckeye Local’s Mike Kenjorsky surprises Mahan with a gator roll in the first and turns it into a fall.

119 – Troy Eckleberry turns back a challenge from JM’s Skip Ingram. Ingram scores a takedown and back points to lead 4-0 in the first period, then escapes to start the second. Eckleberry goes to work, trading escapes for takedowns. He is behind 7-4 when he puts Ingram on his back and scores the pin at 3:59. Buckeye Local’s underrated Eddie Oxley also scores first on Eckleberry, but that’s all, and Troy wins 8-2. Troy pins Josh Payton of North Marion in the second.

125 – Joel Paolo takes a narrow 2-0 lead into the third against North Marion’s Storm Barker (Indian name: “Dog Hates Thunder”), but tacks on a reversal and backs to win 7-0. While relentlessly pointing Buckeye Local’s hapless Kris Klubert, Paolo makes one mistake but Klubert misses the opportunity for a reversal, prompting the exasperated Buckeye coach to yell, “He said, ‘Here’s two,’ and you said, ‘I don’t want it.’” 

130 - Nick McAvoy gets the day’s biggest win with a 9-7 upset of  John Marshall’s Ben Pockl. One week ago, enroute to a second-place finish in the OVAC tournament, Pockl had beaten McAvoy 10-2 in the quarterfinals. In this match, McAvoy gets the first takedown but then gives up an escape, takedown and back points to trail 6-2 at the end of the first period. Nick rides Pockl all second period but repeated attempts to turn or cradle him are unsuccessful. Nick is down to start the third, and scores a reversal with 1:03 to go in the match. Finally he adds back points and is up 7-6. Pockl escapes to tie it, and with bare seconds remaining, Nick gets the takedown to win 9-7.

Nick cradles Buckeye Local’s Brandon Bartrug over and over and over, 12-0, but can’t do much against North Marion’s Thomas Moore, 5-1.

135 – Paden Potts is leading John Marshall’s Jarret Blake 13-4 when he scores the fall at 5:07. He has tougher sledding in his other two matches, losing by fall to Buckeye Local’s Mike Slaga and by 11-7 decision to Chad Efaw of North Marion.

140 – A.J. Rhodes has a rough day, giving up a fall, a decision and a major decision.

145 - Zack Six pins both the North Marion and Buckeye Local wrestlers, but can’t do much with the OVAC champ, John Marshall’s Brandon Richey, losing 6-2.

152 Cody Miller – Buckeye Local’s Nathan Schaal ducks a rematch with Cody due to injury (official reason: broken fingertip from his OVAC third place match with Cody) though he manages to wrestle in another dual. Cody pins his replacement, plus the JM and NM 152-pounders.

160 – Zac Montero gets a first-period takedown on Buckeye Local’s Ryan Pyciak, and is leading 5-0 by the end of the second period. He cradles Pyciak in the third for three back points. Final, 8-1. Zac gets tech falled by North Marion’s quality 160-pounder Erick Hinerman, a junior who finished third in the state last season. He is tied 3-3 against John Marshall’s Trevor Dunn in the second but eventually loses 10-4.

171 - T.J. Osbon suffers a 7-2 loss at the hands of North Marion’s outstanding 171-pound Wesley Byard. (Byard’s one of the best in the state; last year he beat Rhett Northcraft in this quad.) In a rematch of his OVAC fifth place finals, T.J. pins Tyler Drushel of John Marshall again, but quicker (0:56). Osbon gets a forfeit as Buckeye Local moves Josh Hilliard up to face Jack Wright.

189 – Jack Wright - The move to bump Josh Hilliard up a weight class doesn’t work. Jack gets a takedown in the first and a reversal in the second to lead 4-0, gives up a reversal at the end and wins 4-2. Jack is within two points of a tech fall (13-0) against North Marion’s Josh Amos when he scores the fall at 2:56. John Marshall’s Brandon Rickman can’t keep Jack from escaping, but Jack can’t score offensively and Rickman wins 6-3.

215 – Mark Montgomery is down 3-2 in the first period when he takes down North Marion’s Matt Piggott with a dump and turns it into a pin with two seconds left on the clock. He gets a forfeit from Buckeye Local. Tough Taylor Potts of John Marshall (fourth, OVAC) scores a bare major (11-3) on Montgomery.

285 – Jimmy Boyd has a Mr. Hercules day, pinning all three opponents in a total time of 2:20. Wow!

Oak Glen’s next actions are a dual match Wednesday evening at East Liverpool, followed by a weekend tournament at Worthington, Ohio. 

Oak Glen 51, North Marion 17
145  - Zack Six (OG) p. Travis Fluharty 0:56
152 – Cody Miller (OG) p. Garrett Hickman 3:53
160 – Erick Hinerman (NM) TF Zac Montero 18-2
171 – Wesley Byard (NM) d. T.J. Osbon 7-2
189 – Jack Wright (OG) p. Josh Amos 2:56
215 – Mark Montgomery  (OG) p. Matt Piggott 1:58
285 – Jimmy Boyd (OG) p. Phillip Hall 0:22

103 - Ryan Asbury (OG) p. Trent Francer 0:56

112 – David Mahan (OG) p. Jake Payton 1:31
119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) p. Josh Payton 2:52

125 – Joel Paolo (OG) d. Storm Barker 7-0

130 – Thomas Moore (NM) d. Nick McAvoy 4-1

135 – Chad Efaw (NM) d. Paden Potts 11-7

140 – Matt Tennant (NM) d. A.J. Rhodes 5-0

Oak Glen 48, Buckeye Local 24
152 – Cody Miller (OG) p. Derek Supanik 2:50
160 – Zac Montero (OG) d. Ryan Pyciak 8-1
171 – T.J. Osbon 7-2 (OG) by forfeit
189 – Jack Wright (OG) d. Josh Hilliard 4-2
215 – Mark Montgomery  (OG) by forfeit
285 – Jimmy Boyd (OG) p. Chris Worwa 0:31

103 – Cody Wiltshire (BL) p. Ryan Asbury 3:35

112 – Mike Kenjorsky (BL) p. David Mahan 1:33
119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) d. Eddie Oxley 8-2

125 – Joel Paolo (OG) TF Kris Klubert 16-0

130 – Nick McAvoy (OG) maj. d. Brandon Bartrug 12-0

135 – Mike Slaga (BL) p. Paden Potts 4:14

140 – Matt Tennant BL) p. A.J. Rhodes 3:24
145  - Zack Six (OG) p Mike Bandyk 3:20

Oak Glen 48, John Marshall 17
160 – Trevor Dunn (JM) d. Zac Montero 10-4
171 – T.J. Osbon 7-2 (OG) p. Tyler Drushel 0:54
189 – Brandon Rickman (JM) d. Jack Wright 6-3
215 – Taylor Potts (JM) maj. d.  Mark Montgomery 11-3
285 – Jimmy Boyd (OG) p. Paden Morris 1:26

103 – Ryan Asbury (OG) TF Eric Beck 16-0

112 –David Mahan (OG) p. Robbie Siegwart 1:36
119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) p. Skip Ingram 3:59

125 – Joel Paolo (OG) maj. d. Jeremy Howard 13-4

130 – Nick McAvoy (OG) d. Ben Pockl 9-7

135 –Paden Potts (OG) p. Jarret Blake 5:06

140 – Danny Ruza (JM) maj. d. A.J. Rhodes 12-3
145  - Brandon Richey (JM) d. Zack Six 6-2

152 – Cody Miller (OG) p. Kason Melchiori 0:38

Oak Glen 42, East Liverpool 24
at East Liverpool, Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2007
An improving East Liverpool squad wins six individual matches in its annual dual with the Golden Bears, showing signs of reviving the rivalry dubbed “The Battle of the Bridge.”

The Bears win 42-24, but with not nearly the dominance they have shown in the past few years over the Potters. With matches starting at 103 pounds, East Liverpool keeps it close in the lighter weights, trailing only 19-12 after seven matches.

The win improves Oak Glen’s dual record to 12-1. The Potters’ dual record is 2-3.

East Liverpool heavyweight and OVAC champion Eric Diagosta keeps his match record perfect at 31-0 with a first-period fall of Jimmy Boyd.

Several individual matches are closely fought, including some rematches from the OVAC tournament.

Cagney Springer, the Potters’ 125-pounder, lost twice to Joel Paolo in the OVAC brackets as Paolo went on to finish third. In this dual, Springer jumps out to a 4-1 lead in the first period with a takedown and tilt. He tacks on more back points in the second. He is leading 8-1 in the second period when Coach Shaw injury defaults a hurting Paolo.

At 130 pounds, Dylan Ice goes looking for revenge on McAvoy for a come-from-behind win at OVACs. In the dual, Ice is leading 4-3 at the end of the second period, but in the third McAvoy scores a reversal with his leg-over move, and adds a couple of three-point near-falls with cradles, cruising to an 11-6 decision.

In the 160-pound match, East Liverpool’s Shane Reed leads all the way in a 7-3 win over Zac Montero. Montero had won an 11-5 decision over a shoulder-hurt Reed in OVAC consolations.

Josh Coil of East Liverpool and A.J. Rhodes fight a close match at 140 pounds, with Coil the winner, scoring a takedown just before the final buzzer to win 4-2.

Oak Glen’s David Mahan, subbing for injured Ethan Dray at 119 pounds, fights Potter Preston Foster to a 2-2 tie in regulation time. Foster gets the takedown in overtime to win 4-2.

Dennie Ours leads throughout his match at 189 pounds with Jack Wright, winning 6-3.

Dominick Burchett, subbing at 103 pounds for Ryan Asbury, is in command 7-2 when he scores a pin in his first varsity match. Burchett weighed in at 89 pounds, Joe Zirello at 82.

Zack Six and T.J. Osbon pick up pins for the Bears, while Troy Eckleberry, Paden Potts and Cody Miller score technical falls.

In Miller’s match against JV Ryan Milan, Milan takes a beating to avoid being pinned. Ref Ray Berg stops the match three times with Milan in punishing pinning combinations. Eckleberry piles up near-fall points in his match with Vinnie Ours. Potts puts on a takedown clinic to win 20-5 against Mike Buchheit. Mark Montgomery gets a forfeit at 215 pounds.

“I hate losing but that was respectable against a squad like that,” said Potter Coach Todd Smith.

Oak Glen goes into action Saturday at the Cardinal Invitational Tournament in Worthington, Ohio. 

Last year, despite having three starters out of the lineup, Oak Glen won 13 of 14 weight classes – nine by pins - in an embarrassing 73-6 rout of East Liverpool.

Oak Glen 42, East Liverpool 24

103 - Dominick Burchett (OG) p. Joe Zirello 3:29

112 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) tech fall Vince Ours 15-0

119 - Preston Foster (EL) d. David Mahan 4-2 OT

125 - Cagney Springer (EL) over Joel Paolo inj. def.

130 - Nick McAvoy (OG) d. Dylan Ice 11-6

135 - Paden Potts (OG) tech fall Michael Buchheit 20-5

140 - Josh Coil (EL) d. A.J. Rhodes 4-2

145 - Zack Six (OG) p Chris Tatgenhorst 1:35

152 - Cody Miller (OG) tech fall Ryan Milan 19-1

160 - Shane Reed (EL) d. Zac Montero 7-3

171 - T. J. Osbon (OG) p. Bobby McDole 3:14

189 - Dennie Ours (EL) d. Jack Wright 6-3

215 - Mark Montgomery (OG) by forfeit

285 - Eric Diagosta (EL) p. Jimmy Boyd 1:41
Cardinal Invitational Tournament
Thomas Worthington High School, Worthington, Ohio, Feb. 3, 2007

Oak Glen sends five to the finals but crowns only one champion, freshman Joel Paolo, in an eight-team double pool tournament outside Columbus. Reynoldsburg, ranked fifth in the state in the largest school division, is overwhelming in the tournament, winning firsts in eight of 14 weight classes.

Finishing second are Troy Eckleberry (112), Nick McAvoy (130), Zack Six (145) and Cody Miller (152). Third are Ryan Asbury (103), Paden Potts (135), T.J. Osbon (171) and Jimmy Boyd (285). Zac Montero (160) and Mark Montgomery (215) are fifth. Jack Wright (189) and A.J. Rhodes (140) are sixth. Ethan Dray remains on the injured list; the team enters no one at 119.

There are some bright spots - including Paolo’s gutsy championship bout, Asbury’s near-comeback against a two-time champion, and Jimmy Boyd’s comeback win in consolation finals - but arrogant Reynoldsburg fans and questionable officiating leave a bad taste in the mouths of the Oak Glen faithful.

Team scores: 1. Reynoldsburg, 338; 2. Oak Glen, 207; 3. Mt. Vernon, 177.5; 4. Thomas Worthington, 158.5; 5. Pickerington, 109; 6. Groveport, 86; 7. Logan, 81; 8. Cleveland Heights, 75.5 (The same eight teams finish in the same order as in 2006 except for Oak Glen and Reynoldsburg trading top spots and Cleveland Heights and Logan switching places at the bottom.).

Last year, Oak Glen won this tournament with a team score of 256.5 and Reynoldsburg had  205. The Golden Bears had three champions: Jessie Mahan at 140, Josh Greathouse at 189 and Bryan Rowland at 215. Mahan was MVP. Dray (112) and Osbon (171) were second. Taking third were Ryan Asbury (103), Troy Eckleberry (119). Fourth were Dirk Baker (135) Paden Potts (125), Jack Wright (152), and David Collins (275).

Summary by weight class

3rd 103 – Ryan Asbury  has a déjà vu tournament, again finishing third and again losing only to eventual champion Kent Li of Reynoldsburg in the semi’s. Asbury is losing 7-3 after the first and 9-5 at the end of the second, but in the third mounts a great comeback bid, scoring five points with a pancake. The final margin is 12-11. Asbury pins the other four he wrestles, three in the first period: Josh Perger of TW, 0:21; Nate Ramsey of PK, 0:44; Matt Belcher of MV, 2:22; and Eric Rogers, Logan, in the consol finals, 0:54.

2nd 112 – Troy Eckleberry pins his first two pool opponents (Friedlander, TW, 1:59, and William Aaron, PK, 1:58). In his third match, he stays one point ahead of Groveport’s Luke Froehlich, winning 7-6. He has another close one in the semi’s against Mt. Vernon’s Charlie Hill. Down 2-1, Troy reverses with one second left in the second period to take a 3-2 lead. Hill gives him an escape to start the third, but can’t get the takedown. The ref gives Hill one stalling point to make the final 4-3. In the finals, Eckleberry can’t score offensively against RB’s Jason Few, losing 10-5.

1st 125 – Joel Paolo wrestles two tremendous matches against Chris Lester of Reynoldsburg to win his weight class. Seeded second in Pool B, Joel hits Lester in his third pool match. They wrestle a scoreless first period. Paolo escapes in the second, then rides the cocky Lester tenaciously in the third to win 1-0. In the semi’s, Lester beats Vitaly Radsky of TW 4-3, and Paolo tech falls Brody Fletcher of MV 19-3, setting up a rematch. In the finals, Joel takes down Lester twice in the first period to lead 4-2. Lester escapes to start the second, but Joel takes him down and works for back points, building a 9-4 lead. Joel looks exhausted and the obnoxious Reynoldsburg fans shout about it through megaphones. Joel gives up a couple of takedowns and a stalling point in the third and the lead narrows to 11-9. But Lester can’t get the last one and Joel wins 12-9. Joel’s first two matches are a tech fall (15-0, J. Messerall, TWX) and a fall (C. Payton, CH, 1:20).

2nd 130 – Nick McAvoy scores two falls (Hager, PK, 1:37, and Walker, CH, 3:16) and wins two decisions (Tucker, L, 7-0, and Mills, TW, 8-3) enroute to the finals, where he loses an 8-1 decision to Tom Sasfy of Reynoldsburg.

3rd  135 - Paden Potts goes ahead 2-0 with a reversal in the second in his consolation finals match against Zack Brill, RBX. Brill ties it with escapes in the second and late in the third. But Paden guickly gets the takedown to win 4-2 in overtime. In pool action, Paden starts with two falls (Cullen, MV, 4:58, and Ratcliff, GP, 0:32). In his third pool match, the ref gives a mysterious stalling warning to Paden, then gives an argued escape point to Dustin Few of RB at (after?) the buzzer at the end of the first to tie it 2-2. An escape by Potts and takedown by Few make it 4-3 score at the end of the second period. In the third, Paden gives Few an escape and ties 5-5 with a takedown. He gives another escape, and incredibly, the ref gives Few a stalling point to put him up by two, 7-5. A discouraged Paden gives up a takedown and near fall3, and the ref tacks on two more stalling points for good measure. Final, 14-5. Few ends up as runner-up in the weight class. Paden makes it to the semi’s, but gets pinned at 2:59 by the eventual champion, Aaron Paplaczyk of TW. 

6th 140 – A.J. Rhodes drops his two pool matches, then wins 7-0 in consolation semi’s against Terrence Thompson of CH. Against Terry Patrick of PK, A.J. loses 10-4 to finish sixth. 

2nd 145 – Zack Six is down 2-4 in the third in his finals match with unseeded Jeremy Cook of Reynoldsburg. Zack escapes but Cook gets a takedown and back points. At one point in neutral position when Zack is taking one shot after another he gets a stalling warning. Coach Ralph turns to his fellow Oak Glen coaches and says, “I’m perplexed,” an understatement which sums up the Oak Glen attitude toward the day’s officiating.  The final is 11-5. In his semifinal match against Ron Rhodes, Zack is leading 4-3 at the end of one. He stretches his lead to 6-3 with a reversal in the second. Final, 8-4. His pool matches are a fall against Andy Barber (MV, 0:30) and a 14-3 major against Robert Robinson of Logan.

2nd 152 – Cody Miller gets the first takedown in his finals match against J.J. Maglott of Mt. Vernon. After escaping, Maglott scores a lateral drop to jump ahead 6-2, and Cody spends most of the first period fighting off his back. In the second, Cody gives an escape and gets a takedown to narrow the gap to 7-4. He gets a reversal in the third and gives an escape, and the score is 6-8. Cody gets in on the legs and is slowly moving up for a takedown to tie when the ref calls a stalemate. Shaw and the other coaches go ballistic, but the chance is lost. Cody has nothing left, and gives up a takedown at the end to lose 6-10. In pool action, Cody pins Kevin Dean of TW (1:17) and Matt Smith (MVX, 1:17), and tech falls Max Gowins of Pickering 16-1. In the semi’s he majors Michael Frasure of Logan 10-2.

5th 160 – Zac Montero wins his final two matches in consolations, pinning Cleveland Heights’ Najee Minter in 4:28 and taking a 6-2 decision over Alex Karageorge in the fifth place finals. In the pool, Zac (listed as “Zoe” in the program) gets pinned by eventual champ Mazin Shalash, and is decisioned 6-4 by eventual third place winner Ryan Williams of PK. “Zoe” is leading Clay Morgan of Logan 12-2 when he scores the fall at 5:53. 

3rd  171 – T.J. Osbon is down 2-1 to start the third period in his semifinal match against Felipe Moreno of Thomas Worthington. T.J. rides him but can’t quite turn Moreno for back points. Moreno gets a reversal to win 4-1. In consolations, T.J. meets Chris Farrington of Groveport for the second time in the day, beating him 5-0 to take third place. In the pool, he majors Farrington 11-1. The other pool matches are a 15-0 tech fall of James Perrin (RBX) and a pin of Trevor Boyd (MV, 1:30).

6th 189 – Jack Wright gets truly ripped by the refs in his first two matches of the day. Against Matt Brumm of Groveport, Jack gets a takedown and two reversals to lead 6-3 in the second. Thanks in part to two locked hands calls and a stalling point, Brumm ties it 8-8, then wins at the end with an escape. In his second pool match, with three stalling points against him (and one for him), Jack loses 5-2 to Matt Cook of Reynoldsburg, the eventual champion. Jack gets poked in the eye in the first period, then moments later Cook gets a point for hands to the face. Go figure. In his third pool match, Jack tech falls Josh Fuller of TW 18-1. Jack takes it all out on Zac Gompf (L) with a 53-second pin in consolation semi’s, but loses 12-5 to Chris Creel of CH to take sixth.

5th  215 – Mark Montgomery  goes 3-2 on the day. In his pool, he loses 8-3 to eventual runner-up John Havrilla of Reynoldsburg and gives up a fall (3:17) to eventual third place winner Seth Nelson of Groveport. Mark scores a major against Tyler Hebbelwait of Logan 16-6. In consolation semi’s, he pins TW’s J.P. May in 0:33, then beats Hepplewaite again, this time by 18-2 tech fall. 

285 – Jimmy Boyd scores three falls and is pinned twice enroute to a third-place finish. In consolation finals, he is leading 3-0 on an escape and takedown in the second period when Ken Thornton of CH gets a reversal and puts Jimmy on his back. Boyd somehow fights off the pin. In the third, Thornton gets an escape and stalling point to lead 7-3, but Jimmy ties it 7-7 with a takedown and near fall2. He puts Thornton on his back again and with six seconds left, gets the fall. In the pool, he pins Marshall Cramer (MV, 2:38) and Dan Link (TW, 0:47), then gets pinned by eventual champion Andy Hartshon of Reynolsburg in 1:10. In the semi’s, Jimmy gets pinned by runner-up Mike Williams of Logan at 3:37.

Oak Glen 46, Brooke 28

Oak Glen 69, Weir 15

At Brooke, Saturday, Feb. 10, 2007
Oak Glen finishes out its dual season with a record of 14-1, continuing a domination of its two closest in-state rivals.

The teams may be here in body, but most thoughts are on the regionals one week away. Partly for that reason, the matches are most notable for the things that don’t happen. Among forfeits galore, Coach Shaw holds Jimmy Boyd out of a rematch with Drake Kowchek, and passes up a chance for Ethan Dray, recovering from a knee injury, to have another shot at Daniel Felton. What’s the point?

The most excitement comes from a pin by A.J. Rhodes, two pins from Nick McAvoy, and the disqualification of Joel Paolo after he brings his Weir opponent down on his head (The boy is taken away by ambulance – scary, but apparently okay.)

 Last year, Oak Glen won 81-0 over Weir and 51-12 over Brooke. 

Oak Glen 46, Brooke 28

130 - Nick McAvoy (OG) p. C. Stollar 2:17

135 – Jim McFarland (Bke) maj dec. Paden Potts 10-1

140 – B. Giles (Bke) d. A.J. Rhodes 3-1

145 – C. Taylor (Bke) by forfeit

152 - Cody Miller (OG) p. L. Daugherty 1:13

160 - Zac Montero (OG) by forfeit

171 - T. J. Osbon (OG) by forfeit

189 - Jack Wright (OG) p. J. Bingiel 0:59

215 – T. Aitken (Bke) d. Mark Montgomery 8-2

285 – D. Kowchek (Bke) by forfeit
103 – Ryan Asbury (OG) by forfeit

112 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) by forfeit

119 – Daniel Felton (Bke) by forfeit 

125 – Joel Paolo maj. dec. S. Beavers 8-0

Oak Glen 69, Weir 15

135 –Paden Potts (OG) by forfeit

140 – A.J. Rhodes (OG) p. C. Davidson 4:54

145 – double forfeit

152 - Cody Miller (OG) by forfeit

160 - Zac Montero (OG) by forfeit

171 - T. J. Osbon (OG) by forfeit

189 – Samson Gianessi (W) d. Wright (OG) 5-1

215 – Mark Montgomery (OG) by forfeit

285 – Jimmy Boyd (OG) by forfeit
103 – Ryan Asbury (OG) by forfeit

112 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) d. Seth Gianessi 8-4

119 – Ethan Dray (OG) by forfeit 

125 – R. Read (W) by inj. DQ over Paolo 

130 - Nick McAvoy (OG) p. R. Sadler 0:34

W.Va. Region 1 AA-A Championships
Feb. 17, 2007, at Ritchie County

Oak Glen has five regional champions and four runners-up as it qualifies 12 wrestlers for the state tournament. The Bears again win the regional tournament well ahead of Williamstown, 255 to 167.5 team points.
Oak Glen’s five regional champions are Ethan Dray, Nick McAvoy, Zack Six, Cody Miller and T.J. Osbon. Runners-up are Ryan Asbury, Troy Eckleberry, Joel Paolo, and Mark Montgomery.  Jack Wright and Zac Montero place third, and Jimmy Boyd is fourth. Paden Potts and A.J. Rhodes win their fifth place matches, meaning they are alternates to the state tourney.

Williamstown has two champions, three runners-up and four third placers, sending nine to states. Team points: 1, Oak Glen, 255; 2. Williamstown, 167.5; 3. St. Marys, 135; 4.Tyler Consolidated, 123.5; 5. Ritchie County, 117; 6. Magnolia, 82; 7. Cameron, 80; 8. Wheeling Central, 73.5; 9. Weir, 71.5; 10. Weirton Madonna, 51.

In 2006, the Bears crowned eight champions and amassed 266.5 points, ahead of second-place Williamstown at 168 points. In 2005, Oak Glen won regionals with 296.5 points, ahead of second place Cameron at 205. St. Mary’s was third. Oak Glen has won the AA-A regionals as well as the state since the Bears dropped down from Class AAA in 1998.

1st and  2nd Rounds
103 – Ryan Asbury draws one of the two girls in the tournament, pinning Kelli Sealover of Ritchie County in 16 seconds.

125 – Joel Paolo  points Weir’s Brendon Sadler to an 18-2 tech fall.

135 – Paden Potts has a 2-1 lead on Madonna’s Max Nogay, but when Paden throws him near the end of the first period, Nogay rolls through to Paden’s back to take a 6-2 lead. A similar roll-through at the end of the third leads to a fall by Nogay with one second left in the match.

140 – A.J. Rhodes is pinned at 1:58 by Weir’s Cody Davidson..

152 –Cody Miller pins Madonna’s Anthony Perna at 1:01 for his 100th career win.

189 – Jack Wright and Ritchie County’s Greg Britton are scoreless in their match when Jack powers Britton over in the second and gets the fall at 2:20.

285 – Jimmy Boyd makes short work of Ritchie County’s Jim Putnam with a fall in 19 seconds.

Round 3 championship and consolation 

103 – Ryan Asbury gets two takedowns in the first period on Williamstown’s Cody Pennybaker and never looks back. An ankle pick in the second gives him a four-point cushion and he wins 10-2. 

112 Troy Eckleberry takes a five-point lead on Weir’s Seth Gianessi in the first. He adds more back points to win 11-0.

119 – Ethan Dray has been out for two weeks with a knee. He tears into unfortunate Nate Taylor, pinning him in 12 seconds.

125 Joel Paolo, third seed, uses two takedowns, an escape and a near-fall2  (figure 4 the head) to take a 7-0 lead on second seed Julian Yost of Tyler Consolidated, who entered the tournament 21-3. Yost gets a takedown at the end to make it 7-3.

130 – Nick McAvoy  builds an 8-2 lead in the first period against Weir’s Wesley Barnes, then pins him in the second with a cradle.  (3:18)

145 – Zack Six  holds a 4-0 lead over TC’s Brody Northcraft when he pins him at 1:35.

152 – Cody Miller pins Cameron’s Charles Chambers at 0:41 for his second fall of the day.

160 – Zac Montero gets knocked into consolations by eventual champ Russ Palm of Williamstown, 8-2.

171  - T.J. Osbon zooms to a 9-0 lead over RC’s Tom McCune in the first minute of their match, then pins him. (1:02)

189 – Jack Wright fights an outstanding match against Weir’s Samson Gianessi, whom he lost to 5-1 one week ago at the Brooke-Weir tri-meet. After a scoreless first period, Jack escapes in the second and is up 1-0. In the third, Samson reverses to go up 2-1, but as Jack presses the attack, a stalling point ties it 2-2. Jack continues to attack in the overtime but can’t get the takedown, and they head for a rideout. In the first rideout period, Samson reverses to lead 4-2. Jack escapes seven seconds into the second rideout, but can’t get the takedown and loses 4-3.

135 – Paden Potts uses takedowns and near-fall3s to score an 18-2 tech fall over TC’s Nick Robinson.

140 – A.J. Rhodes  draws the tournament’s other female wrestler, Danielle Cox of St. Mary’s, and points her to a 16-0 tech fall.

215 – Mark Montgomery, a second seed, gets his first match of the day against Aaron Sellers of Ritchie County. The dump again serves him well, and he gets the fall in 43 seconds.

285 – Jimmy Boyd gets two first-period takedowns on Danny Dishman of Cameron, but can’t finish him off. In the second, a headlock slips and Dishman takes the lead with a takedown, 5-4. Jimmy escapes to tie it 5-5, but again Dishman slips out of the headlock and takes a 7-5 lead. Jimmy heads for consols with a tough 9-6 loss.

Consolation semi’s

135 – Paden Potts and Cameron’s Tyler Cumpston are scoreless in the first. Cumpston scores a near-fall2 in the second. Paden gives the escape to start the third, scores a takedown with a softball throw, gives the escape, and ties the match at 4-4 with a double-leg. Cumpston escapes to win 5-4. Ouch and double-ouch. Paden will not go to states.

140 – A.J. Rhodes also misses states with a tough loss to a Cameron wrestler. He is down 4-0 to Corey Parry but tightens the match to 4-3 with a reversal, then an escape to start the third. But, Parry gets the takedown. Final, 6-4. 

160 - Zac Montero earns a ride to states with a 55-second pin of Wilson Longwell of Magnolia.

189 – Jack Wright advances on a forfeit. Williamstown’s Ryan Wigal has a hurt knee.

285 – Jimmy Boyd gains the consolations finals with a 35-second pin of Weir’s Vance Miller.

Championship and Consolation Finals

 5th 135 – Paden Potts escapes to take a 1-0 lead to start the second, but a five-point move by St. Marys’ Adam Congden puts him in a 5-1 hole. Paden starts giving escapes and getting takedowns until he regains the lead at 8-7 at the end of the match. He looks to have it won, but a locked hands call ties it at 8-8. (The ref said Paden should have unlocked when one of his knees touched briefly.)  The St. Marys crowd cheers the protested ruling, but Paden settles the matter with a double-leg takedown to win 10-8.

5th 140 – A.J. Rhodes and TC’s Troy Wable are in a similar close battle. A.J. goes up 3-0, then 5-3, but Wable comes back with an escape and takedown to lead 6-5. A.J. escapes to tie it at 6-6, then gets the takedown in overtime to win 8-6.

2nd 103 - Ryan Asbury – OVAC champ Dirk Bauer of Wheeling Central scores four points in the first period and makes it hold up for a 4-0 win.

2nd 112 – Troy Eckleberry has a 1-0 lead over Chuckie Richards of Ritchie County in the second period when Richards tries a lateral drop. Eckleberry defenses it for the takedown to lead 3-0. In the third, Richards catches Troy in a pinning combination and scores the fall at 4:50.

1st 119 – Ethan Dray takes a 1-0 lead with an escape in the second period in his finals match with Williamstown’s Tyler George. George ties it 1-1 with an escape in the third. Ethan tries a throw but George ends up with the takedown and leads 3-1. Ethan escapes and gets a takedown to lead 4-3, then rides George out for the win.

2nd 125 – Joel Paolo is in a back-and-forth match against Mackenzie Peters of Williamstown, up 2-0 in the first and down 3-2 in the second. Paolo presses and Peters is called for stalling in the third, tying the match 3-3. Paolo escapes but Peters gets the takedown. A locked hands call against Peters with eight seconds to go ties it, but in the overtime Joel is caught for a pin at 5:39.

1st 130 – Nick McAvoy wastes no time in claiming his championship, pinning Danny Palmateer of St. Marys in 38 seconds. 

1st 145 – Zack Six makes similar short work of another St. Marys wrestler, Corey Cronin, leading 5-0 before pinning him in 1:17. The St. Marys crowd is silent.

 2nd 152 – Cody Miller claims the team’s fourth championship with a 1:13 pin of Rob Pennington of Ritchie County.

3rd 160 – Zac Montero gives up a takedown in the first but in the second puts away Brian Wright of Tyler Consolidated with a fall, called at 2:38.

1st 171 – T.J. Osbon rides St. Marys’ Tom Mixer like a rented mule. After a scoreless first, an escape, takedown and near fall give T.J. a 6-0 lead going into the third. He piles on the back points, getting the 15-0 tech fall as the timer signals the end of the match.

 3rd 189 – Jack Wright gets takedowns in the first and second periods, then wears down Tyler Consolidated’s Cullen Grover with leg riding and power halfs. Final, 7-0.

2nd 215 – Mark Montgomery comes this close to winning the region. He uses his excellent dump to score four points in the first period on Magnolia’s Issiah Kotson, but the bigger Kotson comes back with escapes and a takedown to tie it 4-4 in the second. Mark takes a 5-4 lead with an escape to start the third, but Kotson gets a takedown and rides Mark out to win 6-5.

4th 285 – Jimmy Boyd and TC’s Andrew Kyle are scoreless over two periods. Kyle escapes in the third and gets a takedown to win 3-0.

Oak Glen wins regionals with 255 points, five champions and four runners-up, placing all 14 and taking 12 to states. Williamstown, which started the season as the favorite to unseat Oak Glen at states, again is second with 167.5 points, taking nine to states: two champions, three runners-up and four fourths.

W.Va.  AA-A Championships
Feb. 22, 23, 24, 2007, Big Sandy Discount Store Arena, Huntington, W.Va.

Every Oak Glen team for the past 10 years has entered the state tournament with a target on its back, and none more so than this team. It admittedly is not as overpowering as Golden Bear squads of recent years. Will this team capture its 11th consecutive state AA-A title? Will its group of overachievers continue to meet and surpass the goals they set for themselves at the beginning of the season? 

In terms of regional placings, the Bears don’t look much stronger than Point Pleasant, Grafton, or Greenbrier West. The Bears enter the state tournament with five regional champs, four runners-up, two thirds and a fourth: 12 in all. Point Pleasant’s state squad is almost identical in terms of regional performance: five champs, three runners-up, two thirds, a fourth, total 11. Grafton and Liberty (Raleigh) also bring 11. Greenbrier West brings nine total, four of them regional champions. Williamstown brings nine, all of them in the top three.

Quite a change from last year, when Oak Glen brought eight regional champions – twice as many as any other team. Twelve of the 13 that Oak Glen brought in 2006 were either regional champs or runners-up.

However, looked at another way – in power rankings, with tournament points (16 for No. 1 rank, 12 for No. 2, etc.) given to individual wrestlers based on the pre-tournament coaches’ poll – Oak Glen looks twice as strong, with 101 points, as the nearest contenders: Greenbrier West with 46, Williamstown with 44 and Point Pleasant with 37.

In the AAA tournament, a resurrected East Fairmont team looks to challenge perennial contender Parkersburg. Oak Glen saw East Fairmont’s wrestlers at the Brooke Classic this season and knows how good they are. Wheeling Park is defending AAA champ, and though it beat Oak Glen in their dual this year, obviously doesn’t have the horses to repeat at states.

Day One, States

Thursday, Feb. 22, 6:30 p.m.

112 – Troy Eckleberry gives Dustin Kimble of Petersburg the only point he’ll get in the match: an escape. Two takedowns and two reversals equals 8-1 final score. 
119 - Ethan Dray looks a little rusty in the first two periods against a leg-rider from Clay County, Matt McCourt. In the third, Ethan stretches his lead to a 12-0 major decision. Last year at 112 pounds, Ethan tech falled the same wrestler 16-0 in the second round.

125 – Joel Paolo  builds a 6-0 lead in the first over Jacob Milam of Liberty Raleigh only to have Milam come back with a reversal and near fall to trail by one, 6-5. In the second, Milam reverses to lead 7-6. Paolo retakes the lead 8-7 to start the third, but a reversal and near fall put him in a hole again. He climbs to within one point when time runs out. Milam wins 12-11.

135 – Nick McAvoy is somebody Drew Mongold of Petersburg probably wishes he never met. McAvoy wins by tech fall, 16-0.

145 – Zack Six is leading by 10-2 over Beau Bartlett of Grafton when he scores the fall at 4:42.

152 – Cody Miller uses a fireman’s carry to take down Aaron Yoak of Calhoun County, then points him steadily to a 16-0 tech fall in the third.

160 – Zac Montero is behind all match to Mark Ward of Independence, though he tightens the score to 8-5 with a takedown in the third. A 10-5 loss sends Zac to consolations.

171 – T.J. Osbon is leading 13-2 when he pins Jeff Foster of Braxton at 3:09.

189 – Jack Wright and Nathan Stafford of Wahama are scoreless in the first period. Jack escapes in the second. In the third period, Jack scores back points and a takedown. Final, 6-2.

215 – Mark Montgomery - Last year Bryan Rowland sent Jamie Salisbury of Webster County to the consolation bracket in the first round. Salisbury returns the favor this year, beating Montgomery 4-1.

285 – Jimmy Boyd locks up in a low-scoring battle with Region 2 champ James Roabugh. Boyd escapes in the second and Roabugh escapes in the third to tie 1-1. Neither score in the one minute overtime. In the first 30-second rideout, Jimmy escapes to lead 2-1. In the second rideout, Roabugh reverses to lead 3-2. Thinking the match is over, he lets Jimmy go with a few seconds remaining. Jimmy is awarded the escape and the match is tied 3-3. In the third and final rideout, Jimmy stands up and Roabugh pushes him off the mat. He does it again, and the ref penalizes Roabugh for fleeing. Jimmy gets a hard-fought but fortunate win, 4-3.

At the end of Day One, Oak Glen has advanced 9 of 12 wrestlers in the championship bracket, and scored two falls, two tech falls and a major decision. Oak Glen leads early in the early team race, 28 points to 22.5 for Point Pleasant.

Day Two, States, Day Session

Friday, Feb. 23

103 – Asbury, who had an empty bracket in the first round, encounters Drew Smith of Wirt County in the second round. He chases Smith all over the mat, but Smith gets the first takedown. Asbury ties it 2-2 in the second with a reversal, then pins Smith at 3:19.

112 – Eckleberry takes a 2-0 lead over Seth Jarvis of Calhoun into the third period. A reversal and near fall make the final 7-0.

119 – Dray looks in form with a pin of Brad Reed of Berkeley Springs at 3:01.

125 - Paolo begins his fight through consolations with a 14-1 drubbing of Andy Poole of Grafton.

130 - McAvoy gives up an initial takedown to Jesse Nida of Sissonville, then uses a reversal and near falls to build an 8-2 lead early in the third. They trade reversals to make the final 10-4.

145 – Six , in a good match with Janson Hall of Shady Spring, uses a Peterson in the second period to get back points for a 6-2 lead. He adds a reversal in the third, but Hall fights back to make it close, 8-6.

152 –Miller adds team bonus points with a first period pin of Damon Kindel of Liberty Raleigh.

160 – Montero comes out on the short end of a 3-1 consolation match against Matt Rector of Herbert Hoover, putting him out of the tournament.

171 – Osbon quickly throws Jon Myles of Greenbrier West to take a convincing 5-0 lead, then pins him at 1:36.

189 – Jack Wright – Last year at states, Josh Greathouse encountered  Frankie Treadway of Oak Hill twice and beat him twice, 13-3 and 10-3. This year, Treadway is champion of Region 3, a 41-3 senior and ranked second in the state by the coaches’ poll. Treadway and Wright lock up in a exciting back-and-forth match. Scoreless in the first period, Treadway almost gets a takedown and Wright is warned for stalling. In the second, Treadway reverses to lead 2-0. Wright escapes in the second and to start the third, to tie 2-2, then gets a takedown to lead 4-2. Treadway reverses to tie 4-4. With 29 seconds left, Wright escapes to take the lead, then seals the win with a takedown. Final, 7-4. The Oak Glen coaches literally jump for joy! (Treadway has got to hate Oak Glen.)

215 – Montgomery gets a win in consolations with a nice pin of Eric Peer of Frankfort. Mark is leading 3-1 when the ref slaps the mat with one second left (2:59) in the second period.
285 – Boyd  looks like he is done in the first period when mustachioed James Smith of Gilbert takes him down and puts him on his back with a cradle. Boyd not only keeps from getting pinned – he reverses Gilbert and pins him with four seconds left in the first. Oak Glen coaches and fans leap for joy again! 

125 – Paolo gets an escape and takedown in the second period to eke out a 3-1 decision over Sean Gungle of Calhoun County and stay alive in consolations.

1215 – Montgomery had lost to Issiah Kotson of Magnolia 6-5 in the Region 1 finals, and now meets him in state consolations. Mark takes a 3-0 lead with a takedown in the first and an escape in the second. Kotson scores a takedown and it is 3-2, but is called for locked hands and Mark is up 4-2. With two seconds left in the period, Mark reverses Kotson to lead 6-2. Kotson escapes in the third to make it 6-3, and that is the final.

Oak Glen posts a phenomenal 13-1 run Friday daytime to place 9 wrestlers in the championship semi-finals and keep two still alive in consolations. Big wins by Boyd, Wright and Montgomery have energized the team and its loyal fans. The team has set itself up to win that 11th consecutive state title, leaping ahead in the team score with 90 points to 56.5 for Point Pleasant and 54.5 for Williamstown.

Evening Session, semi-finals, championship bracket 

Friday, Feb. 23

103 – Asbury last year lost to undefeated and eventual champion Shawn Sexton of Independence in the semi’s. This year in a memorable and controversial match he fights Derek Hovermale of Berkeley Springs, a freshman with a 40-3 record, Ryan takes the lead 2-0 in the first with a takedown. On top to start the second, Ryan locks in the cradle but can’t turn Hovermale. The ref sees Ryan’s efforts as stalling and gives Hovermale a stalling point. Hovermale escapes to tie it 2-2. Ryan chooses neutral to start the third, but neither can score. Hovermale lands hard on concrete in front of the scorer’s table as their momentum carries them out of bounds, prompting a loud chorus of boos from the anti-Oak Glen crowd. The ref makes another crucial call, stalemating what OG fans think is an Asbury takedown. In overtime, Hovermale scores a takedown with seven seconds to go, and Asbury suffers a disappointing 4-2 loss. 

112 – Eckleberry takes a solid 7-1 lead in the first period over Phillip Allen of Point Pleasant, then cruises to an 11-5 win, to be the first Bear this year to make the finals.

119 – Dray suffers a loss as close, painful and controversial as Asbury’s. Freshman Cody Clark of Calhoun takes a 2-0 lead in the first. Ethan ties it 2-2 with a reversal in the second, but gives up an escape point. On top in the third, Ethan regains the lead 4-3 with back points, but Clark escapes and gets a disputed takedown to win 6-4. (Clark goes on to beat returning champ Shawn Sexton in overtime and be named tournament outstanding wrestler in AA-A. Dray, his knee still hurting, will injury default out to sixth place.)

125 – Paolo had beaten Julian Yost of Tyler Consolidated 7-3 in the regionals. Encountering him in the consolation quarterfinals, he beats Yost 9-1 to advance to the semi’s.

10 – McAvoy allows a first period takedown by Randy Arnold of Keyser, but that’s all he’ll score. Two reversals and a takedown make the final 6-2. Most memorable are the two or three times Arnold, being ridden with legs, throws himself forward to slam Nick’s face in the mat and give him one heck of a nosebleed. McAvoy, last year’s JV, is in the state finals.

145 – Six gets a takedown to start his semi-final match against Cruz McIntyre of LibertyH. McIntyre reverses to tie it in the second, but those will be his last points. A near fall3 in the second gives Zack breathing room. A reversal in the third ices a 7-2 win. Zack will wrestle in the finals.

152 – Miller wrestles one of the most memorable matches of his career with a 4-3 win over two-time state champ James Casto of Point Pleasant. Miller navy laces the legs to score a takedown in the first period; Casto escapes in the second. Casto is up 3-2 in the third when Cody works his way around the side to hook a leg and get the reversal. He rides out Casto for the win, becoming the fourth Bear to make the finals.

171 – Osbon waits until the last second of the first period to score a takedown on Zack Goebel of Grafton. From there on he makes it look easy, reversing Goebel and scoring near falls to tech fall him 15-0 in the second period. 

189 – Wright, a senior who entered states with a 20-17 record and a third place at regionals, wrestles another great match. Down 6-0 in the second period to No. 1 state-ranked Cody Reed of Berkeley Springs, who entered the tournament 48-2, Wright forces a stalling warning against Reed and scores a reversal with a leg-over to end the second period. He starts the third with a reversal, and now trails only 6-4. Reed escapes and scores a takedown on the edge of the mat to lead 9-4 with about a minute left. Jack isn’t done. He scores a reversal to tighten it to 9-6. An escape by Reed makes the final 10-6. (Reed will go on to pin St. Marys’ Ryan Fickiesen in the finals.)

215 – Montgomery’s tournament run and high school wrestling career end with a fall by Josh Simmons of Lincoln with two seconds left in the first period. The senior goes 2-2 in the tournament and comes within one win of placing.

285 – Boyd wrestles a good match, but Brian Barnhart shows why he is ranked No. 1 in the state, building a small point lead on the bigger Boyd before scoring the fall with two seconds left in the match (5:58). Boyd drops into consolations with placing guaranteed.

Oak Glen, with five wrestlers heading for finals and five who will place in consolations, has locked up the team title – a record 11th consecutive - with a lead in the point race of 151.5 to 69.5 for Point Pleasant, 68 for Calhoun, and 66.5 for Williamstown

Day Three, States – Morning Session, Saturday, Feb. 24

Consolation Semi-finals
103 – Ryan Asbury gets a takedown on Calhoun’s Nick Stevens in the first period and a reversal in the second. He is leading 5-1 in the third when he pins Stevens at 4:01.

125 – Joel Paolo, after a scoreless first period against Clay’s Jordan Adkins, trades reversals in the second and third periods for a 2-2 tie. They trade reversals again to make it a 4-4 tie and send the match into overtime. Adkins (who goes on to pin McKenzie Peters of Williamstown in third place finals) gets the takedown in overtime to win 6-4 and send Joel into the fifth place finals. (Last year, Adkins pinned freshman Troy Eckleberry in the same round at 119 pounds.)

189 – Jack Wright gets into a hole early, giving up a takedown and near fall in the first period to trail 0-5 to Grafton’s Cody Sheme. He begins to climb out in the second period, scoring an escape, takedown and near fall. But Sheme continues to rack up points, too, with reversals and near falls. Jack ties it 11-11 in the third, but Sheme wins with a penalty point and reversal. Sheme by 14-11.

285 – Jimmy Boyd gets a first period takedown on Sissonville’s Ronnie Walls. Walls escapes, then in the second scores a reversal to lead 3-2. A takedown by Walls from a neutral start in the third proves the difference, though Jimmy earns two penalty points as  Walls repeatedly pushes him off the mat. Final, 5-4 Walls.

Consolation Finals

3rd Place 103 – Ryan Asbury is trailing 4-2 in the third period when he settles the matter with a fall of Michael Prince of Shady Spring at 3:40. Two states, two thirds for Asbury.

6th Place 119 – Ethan Dray finds himself in exactly the same disappointing situation his best friend Cody Miller was in last year – making it to the semi-finals only to have to injury default out to sixth place.

5th Place 125 – Joel Paolo lays a 20-6 thrashing on Jacob Milam of Calhoun County – small revenge for Milam edging superfrosh Paolo out of the championship bracket 12-11. Placing at states: not bad for a freshman.

5th Place 189 – Jack Wright blew hot and cold all year, but the senior turns it up at states and goes out with a great tournament run. In consolation finals, he takes command of Point Pleasant’s Colby McCoy 16-5.

6th Place 285 –Jimmy Boyd also has a great tournament run, wrestling well in all his matches. At regionals, he had lost 3-0 to Andrew Kyle of Tyler Consolidated. He runs into Kyle again in their final consolation match. Jimmy comes from behind to tie their match 4-4 in the second period with a reversal and near fall. Kyle escapes in the third to regain the lead, and locks up the win with a takedown, winning 7-4.

Oak Glen enters the finals with a team point total of 168.5 Point Pleasant has 82.5, Williamstown 79.5, and Herbert Hoover 75. 

2007 AA-A State Championship Finals 

Saturday, Feb. 24

2nd Place 112 – Troy Eckleberry falls behind early to Frankfort’s Alec Peer, a sophomore with a similar season record who had knocked off Ritchie County’s Chuck Richards, Region 1 champ, 6-4 in the semi’s. Peer’s two takedowns in the first period prove the winning margin. Troy’s reversal in the third make the final 4-3.

2nd Place 130 – Nick McAvoy draws David Dennis of Ravenswood, a returning state champ (119 pounds) with a 39-1 record. Dennis’ takedown in the first will be the match’s only points scored. On bottom in the second, McAvoy nearly scores a reversal. Dennis takes down in the third. McAvoy rides but can’t tilt him. Final, 2-0.

2nd Place 145 – Zack Six can’t do much against Jake Justice of Independence, a sophomore who shows his 48-2 record is no fluke. Zack is behind 6-1 in the first, and loses by a 10-3 margin.

2nd Place 152 – Cody Miller becomes the fourth Golden Bear to lose in the finals this year. Cody beat two-time state champ James Casto in the semi’s, but Cameron Gallaher of Grafton had beaten Casto earlier in the year as well. Gallaher, with a 49-0 record, gets a takedown in the first and a near fall at the end of the second to lead 4-0. Cody can’t score and loses 7-0.

2nd Place 171 – T.J. Osbon also ends up in the finals against an undefeated wrestler, Nick Hylton (45-0) of Liberty Raleigh. Hylton gets the first takedown. Osbon reverses, Hylton reverses, and the first period ends with Hylton up 4-2. T.J. ties it with a reversal to start the second period, but Hylton responds with yet another reversal plus back points to take a decisive 8-4 lead. A takedown makes the final 10-4, and Oak Glen has been swept in the state finals for the first time since 1996, the year before itsrun of championships began.

11th Consecutive W.Va. AA-A State High School Wrestling Championship
No wrestling, football, volleyball, golf, swimming, baseball, track, softball, cross-country or basketball team in the state has strung together as many state championships as Oak Glen. It finally surpasses the oft-mentioned Parkersburg boys’ tennis team and its 10 consecutive state titles. (Nipping at Oak Glen’s heels is the Fairmont Senior boys’ swimming team with a current streak of nine straight state team titles.)

Oak Glen did it without a single individual champion, the first time that has occurred in about three decades. Oak Glen may have lost in the finals, but it places 10 of the 12 wrestlers it brought. No other team places more than four. Point Pleasant brought 11 and places four. Grafton and Liberty Raleigh each brought 11, and each places only three. Calhoun County brought 10 and places four, three of them in sixth place.

The Bears may have lost in the finals, but the competing schools crashed and burned before they even got there. Aside from Oak Glen, the talent truly was spread out this year. In AA-A, only Wheeling Central had more than one individual champion, with Zack Basich (140) and Dirk Bauer (103) winning titles, as they did at the OVAC.

For his team’s incredible achievement, Larry Shaw is named Coach of the Year in AA-A, the sixth time he has earned that honor. 
2007 Final Team Points (Top 10)

1.Oak Glen 168.5; 2. Point Pleasant, 86.5; 3. Williamstown, 79.5; 4. Herbert Hoover, 75; 5.Grafton, 74; 6. (tie) Calhoun County and Shady Spring, 72; 8. Clay County, 71.5; 9. Berkeley Springs, 70.5; and 10. Greenbrier West, 69.

2006 Team Points: 1.Oak Glen 203.5; 2. Calhoun County, 132.5; 3. Point Pleasant, 119; 4. Independence, 104; 5.Williamstown, 189; 6. Roane County, 87; 7. Herbert Hoover, 79; 8. Grafton, 69.5; 9. Greenbrier West, 60; 10. Braxton, 55.

2005 Team Points: 1.Oak Glen 248; 2. Shady Spring 156; 3. Calhoun County 115; 4. Cameron 105; 5. St Mary’s 91.5; 6. Point Pleasant 76; 7. Independence 69.5; 8. Greenbrier West 66; 9. Berkeley Springs 62.5; 10. Ravenswood 62.

A record season for an overachieving team

“One opportunity to make history”
At the beginning of the season, this young team had a lot of question marks to be answered. Team members from every class - one freshman, three sophomores, a junior and two seniors – step into regular varsity roles for the first time. Team members set ambitious goals including winning their division at OVACs and, of course, an 11th straight state title.

Over the years, as the consecutive string of state championships got longer, each successive Oak Glen team was under increasing pressure. Each didn’t want to be remembered as the one that broke the string. This team, a smaller team with zero returning state and OVAC champions and overall fewer veterans, had the extra burden of not breaking the string when it was about to cross over into historic territory.

“You only get one opportunity to make history,” Coach Shaw said at the team awards banquet. “This group of guys got that opportunity and they didn’t mess it up. . . Most of these guys were in the second or third grade when this (string) started. It is indescribable what we’ve accomplished.”

Coach Shaw hoped to keep the state title string alive, but had few expectations beyond that because of the youth and inexperience of this team. Before the season began, he called his coaches together and told them,“We’re going to have to coach our asses off.”

The season turned out better than anyone expected or predicted, with the biggest surprise of all an OVAC overall team championship, finishing a mere six points ahead of Wheeling Park.

Oak Glen wins the Best Value Tournament in St. Clairsville, finishes third at the tough Brooke Classic, and is second behind a loaded Reynoldsburg at the Cardinal Invitational.

This team sets a new season record with 227 pins - topping the old team record of 218 set four years ago - and a new record for pins in a single tournament, 56, surpassing the old record of 47 set in 1998 at Best Value. Nick McAvoy sets a new season mark for reversals with 37. Zac Montero ties a season record for escapes with 51. Cody Miller ties two records: most wins by a junior (42) and most pins in a single tournament, 6. He also records his 100th career win with a pin in his first match at the regional tournament.
The Bears post a stellar 14-1 dual record, losing only to Wheeling Park and posting big wins over South Side, Parkersburg South, Beaver Local, Martins Ferry and John Marshall.

Most importantly, in a year in which they were thought to be vulnerable, the members of the 2006-07 Oak Glen Golden Bears win at states and keep the string alive.
Top 11 moments 2006-07

Everybody has their favorite memories of a season. These are mine.
No. 11: McAvoy’s comeback at Best Value Nick gives up a takedown in the first and a near fall3 in the second to trail East Liverpool’s Dylan Ice 5-0 in their consolation finals match at the St. Clairsville Best Value Tournament. McAvoy scores a reversal late in the second. With a minute to go, he sinks in a cradle for a comeback win by fall at 4:02. The win gives Nick third place.

No. 10: Asbury dominates at Brooke Classic. Ryan puts on a commanding performance to become the only Golden Bear this year to win an individual championship at Brooke. He tech falls Brett Bishop of Howland 17-2, pins Wheeling Park’s Brandon Staley in 33 seconds, pins John Marshall’s Eric Beck in 3:19 in the semi’s and major decisions McGuffy’s Alex Dunaway 12-2 to run away with the weight class.

No. 9: Paolo beats Lester at Worthington.  Paolo provides one of the bright spots for Oak Glen in a Cardinal Invitational Tournament dominated this year by Reynoldsburg, wrestling two tremendous matches against Chris Lester of Reynoldsburg to win his weight class. Joel ekes out a 1-0 pool win against Lester, then meets him again in the finals. Amid the rude catcalls of the Reynoldsburg fans, Joel builds a nice 9-4 lead, showing himself clearly the better wrestler. Joel looks exhausted, but reaches deep and hangs on for a 12-9 championship win.
No. 8: Boyd sticks Kowchek – Jimmy is losing 2-0 to Brooke’s Drake Kowchek, a fourth seed, in consolation semi-finals at the OVAC tournament when he puts Kowchek on his back and pins him directly in front of cheering OG coaches Tim Ralph and Brian Six. The win assures Jimmy a place in the tournament, caps his three-pin run through consolations, and helps Oak Glen to a narrow six-point margin over Wheeling Park to win the OVAC.

No. 7: Co-Captains pin Parkersburg South. Oak Glen beats South for the third year in a row. The Bears win only six of the 14 weight classes, but take five of those with pins, while giving up no falls of their own. Heavyweight Doug Murray sets the tone for the dual, winning 3-1 as wrestling starts with the 285-pound class. Superfrosh Joel Paolo gets a pin, and so do the four team co-captains – senior T.J. Osbon and juniors Ethan Dray, Cody Miller and Zack Six. The Bears now lead the series 5-4.
No. 6: Best Value Tournament Domination. Oak Glen Co-Captains Ethan Dray (119), Zack Six (145), Cody Miller (152) and T.J. Osbon (171) all take individual championships in leading their team to an overwhelming team championship in a 14-team tournament. They outdistance second place Dover 372.5 to 288. The Bears also set a team record for most pins in a single tournament with 56 falls (previous record 47, set in 1998 at this same tournament).

No. 5: Greathouse sticks Reeder. JV freshman Justin Greathouse is in the lineup for Jack Wright and is losing 4-0 in the first period to189-pound OVAC champion Kyle Reeder in a regular season dual with Beaver Local. Oak Glen fans go nuts as Greathouse rolls through a throw and puts Reeder on his back, squeezing him for the pin! Greathouse’s win keys a 50-24 shellacking of Beaver Local in the Beavers’ home gym, leaving Oak Glen fans smiling for days.

No. 4: Miller wins a big one. Cody Miller has had a tremendous junior year, but – with the exception of repeating as champion at the Best Value Tournament – falls short in big matches at the Brooke Classic, Cardinal Invitational and OVAC. In the state semi-finals he wins a huge one, upsetting two-time state champion James Casto of Point Pleasant 4-3 with a hard-fought reversal late in the third period.
No. 3: Wright, Boyd cap a 13-1 run at states. At the end of a match Coach Shaw is businesslike. He seldom smiles, rarely laughs, and never, ever jumps for joy. But on Friday afternoon of the state tournament he does all those things within the space of a few minutes when Jack Wright and Jimmy Boyd pick up big quarterfinal wins for Oak Glen. Wright doesn’t know that Frankie Treadway, champion of Region 3 and a 41-3 senior, is ranked second in the state when he beats Treadway 7-4 to advance to the championship semi’s. Mark Montgomery extends the Oak Glen coaches’ good mood with a consolation round pin of Eric Peer of Frankfort. Then Jimmy Boyd, losing 5-0 and almost pinned, reverses mustachioed James Smith of Gilbert (who looks old enough to have a wife and kids in the stands) and pins him with four seconds left in the first period. Oak Glen coaches and fans again leap for joy as Boyd’s win caps a phenomenal 13-1 daytime tournament session run by the Golden Bears. 

No. 2: Eckleberry, Oak Glen win the OVAC - Every point counts as Oak Glen wins a narrow but deeply satisfying OVAC overall team title, its fourth in six years. The championship is even more delicious because it comes at the expense of defending OVAC champion Wheeling Park, by a score of 200.5 to 194.5, and is excellent revenge for the Bears’ only dual loss on the season. Oak Glen crowns one individual champion, sophomore and first seed Troy Eckleberry at 112 pounds, who posts a convincing 9-5 win over second seed Jesse Brown of Shenandoah in the finals. He has just won the biggest match of his young wrestling career, yet Cool Hand Troy calmly walks off the mat and shakes his coaches’ hands like it is no big deal. Every win and every bonus point are precious as Oak Glen places 10 of its 14 wrestlers: Ethan Dray (119, 2nd, ), Joel Paolo (125, 3rd), Ryan Asbury (103, 4th), Cody Miller (152, 4th), Zack Six (145, 5th), T.J. Osbon (171, 5th), Zac Montero (160, 7th), Nick McAvoy (130, 8th) and Jimmy Boyd (285, 8th). Boyd and Montero, both unseeded, make memorable runs to place.

No. 1: 11th Consecutive W.Va. AA-A Team Championship. The team’s 0-5 finish in Saturday’s state finals feels tragic at the time, but simply by making it to the finals, Eckleberry, McAvoy, Six, Miller, and Osbon have secured the state championship for Oak Glen. No other team sends more than two wrestlers to the finals. Oak Glen’s five runners-up lose to tough competition: wrestlers with a combined season record of 220-6. Controversial semi-final losses by Ryan Asbury and Ethan Dray are equally traumatic. But Friday’s 13-1 daytime session run is as joyous as those losses are sad. Oak Glen brings 12 wrestlers to the state tournament and places 10 of them. The tournament is filled with special moments, including Mark Montgomery’s revenge win over Issiah Kotson, Jimmy Boyd’s fluky overtime win in the first round against James Roabugh, and Ryan Asbury’s three pins, including two in come-from-behind matches. The final team score for Oak Glen is nearly double that of runner-up Point Pleasant. The team’s achievement makes sports headlines all over the state, and secures its place in W.Va. sports history.
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