“An Even Dozen”

The Story of the 2007-08

Oak Glen High School Varsity Wrestling Team
By Fred Miller

For my fourth consecutive and final year I chronicle the exploits of Coach Larry Shaw and his Oak Glen varsity squad. While attempting to score nearly every match, I was assisted by my wife Caren in keeping accurate records. This is the third season she has compiled team and individual statistics after every event for Coach Shaw, giving me the advantage of her work and the work of the student statisticians for reference. (It works both ways -  sometimes my notes help correct the team stats.) In this narrative, varsity dual matches and tournaments usually are presented in story form as the competition unfolds, but sometimes are given in summary form. I regret that this record cannot include junior varsity wrestlers, whose success is so crucial to this team. Following the varsity is as much as I could handle. As always, I ask the reader to forgive any omissions and errors and, more importantly, to bring them to my attention to correct. Opinions expressed are mine alone. All mistakes are mine also.

The Goal: Win Everything

At the beginning of each year, members of the Oak Glen wrestling squad set goals for the season. This year’s team goal is simple: win everything. Every dual, every tournament. 

Repeat as OVAC champs and extend the string of consecutive W.Va. state championships to an even dozen.

Expectations were modest last year when half the starters were new to the varsity. That team unquestionably overachieved, surprising everyone by winning the OVAC tournament. An 11th consecutive crown at the state tournament was anticipated, but the huge margin of victory was not. For 2007-08, however, expectations are high with experienced wrestlers in nearly every weight class. The team returns nine of the 10 who placed at both OVAC and state.

Rule changes include: allowing kickout escapes instead to be neutral starts at the option of the top wrestler; requiring mouthpieces for wrestlers with orthodontic braces; and a reversion to allowing for scoring corrections at the end of a match instead of requiring  them by the end of the period in which they occur. This is the second year for wrestlers certifying at their weight by body fat and dehydration tests, state/nationwide rules aimed at preventing unhealthy weight loss.

Assisting Larry Shaw in his 29th year as head coach are Asst. Coaches Tim Ralph, Brian Six and Frank Crain (moving up from middle school) and volunteer coaches Dan Smith and 2006 OG graduate Cody Potts. Trainer Randy Elliott remains a distinct team asset. Eric Cline and former OG standout Ronnie Hebrock are middle school coaches. Caura Speece, Sandi Stafford and Hollie Flowers join Mollie Gibson and Cortney Atkinson as student statisticians.

There are 27 wrestlers on the squad as the season begins, including nine juniors, six sophomores and eight freshmen. The four seniors – Ethan Dray, Nick McAvoy, Cody Miller and Zack Six – are co-captains.

Oak Glen 42, South Side 25

At South Side, Dec. 1, 2007; Oak Glen leads the series 3-1.

Oak Glen’s veterans are challenged by some outstanding individuals, but win the team battle, taking eight matches. The Bears pin six while giving up only two pins.

South Side is No. 7 ranked in the WPIAL Class AA preseason, led by 2006 state champion John Prezzia, ranked 4th in the state, and Dominick Demor, a qualifier at 135 last year and ranked 3rd this year. Colin Checkan was a regional qualifier last year and led the team with 34 wins.

In last year’s South Side match, Coach Shaw forfeited 135 pounds, avoiding sectional champ Dominick Demor. That moved Paden Potts up to 140, where he major decisioned Zack Clark. Doug Murray’s battle to keep from getting pinned by Jimmy Martz and Jack Wright’s comeback win over Justin Herder at 189 were pivotal matches as Oak Glen won 38-27.

Match by Match

103 – Dominick Burchett, who might weigh 103 wringing wet, gets a solid 9-4 decision over freshman Dillon McHaffie, who may be the smallest wrestler he’ll face this year at 90 pounds. Bears, 3-0.
112 –David Mahan builds a quick 8-0 lead before pinning freshman Jaren Martin at 1:34. Bears, 9-0.
119 – Troy Eckleberry can’t get anything going against the formidable John Prezzia. 9-1 final. The major decision makes it 9-4 OG.
125 –Ryan Asbury has his hands full with the freshman David Demor. Down 1-4, Asbury ties it up in the first period 4-4 with an escape and takedown. Demor picks up back points in the second and gives up no more offensive points, winning 12-6.  Bears 9-7.

130 – Ethan Dray gets Oak Glen back with a 22-second pin of Bobby Skoff. Oak Glen 15-7

135 – Joel Paolo was a freshman last year when he beat junior Justin Malcomb 14-6. This year they meet at 135. The match doesn’t seem as close as the final 4-2 score would indicate, but Paolo has to score a reversal with 13 seconds left to win it. OG 18, SS 7.
140 – Paden Potts is taken down repeatedly by Colin Checkan with a single leg. Late in the third and leading 5-12, Checkan gives another escape, seeking a takedown for a major decision, but Potts gets the final takedown and the score ends as 8-13. OG 18-10.
145 –Nick McAvoy can manage only escapes against Dominick Demor, but holds him to an 8-2 decision. SS creeping up, 18-13.
152 – Cody Miller pads the lead with the first of three quick, consecutive pins. (0:56, Eric Haffey) OG 24, SS 13.

160 – Zach Six pins freshman Justin Martz in 1:20. OG 30, SS 13
171 – Zac Montero completes the trifecta with a pin in 1:10 of Brenton Mott, putting the match out of reach, 36-13.
189 – Gabe Jacobs, a freshman getting his first varsity start, gets the first takedown on sophomore Andrew Marsh but Marsh responds with a reversal. The two look evenly matched, but Marsh puts Jacobs on his back at the end of the first and pins him at 1:59. OG 36, SS 19.

215 – Justin Greathouse and South Side’s Justin Herder share more than a first name. They have a similar build and aggressive style. Greathouse gets the initial takedown but when he is reversed he gives up back points and is in a 2-5 hole at the end of the first period. After an injury time out, Greathouse scores a reversal, but Herder reverses right back again and pins Greathouse at 2:28. OG 36, SS 25
285 – Doug Murray comes out aggressively, backing Patrick Malcomb all over the mat, getting a takedown in the first, and throwing and pinning Malcomb in the second. With his pin at 2:30, the final six matches all are falls.

Final score, 42-25 Oak Glen.

Brooke Classic
Brooke High School, Dec. 7 & 8, 2007

OG tops Warren Howland and East Fairmont to win Brooke Classic for the first time in several years. Oak Glen crown one champion and places 12 wrestlers in the top four.
In a nine-team field, Oak Glen scores 303.5 points to 236 for Howland and 227 for East Fairmont.

Cody Miller at 152 is the sole champion. Troy Eckleberry and Zack Six are second. Third place winners are David Mahan, Ryan Asbury, Nick McAvoy and Doug Murray. Taking fourths are Dominick Burchett, Ethan Dray, Joel Paolo, Paden Potts and Justin Greathouse.

Three OVAC teams – John Marshall, Wheeling Park and Brooke – show themselves improved over last year with scores of 216, 215, and 186 respectively. Edison, finishing at 115 points, brings only eight wrestlers but places two champions and one runner-up. McGuffey, 185.5, and Washington, 81, are the only representative teams of a shrinking Pa. contingent at this tournament.

Two Bears, Six and Dray, are injured and default in the finals. Greathouse and Paolo wrestle through injuries.

Wheeling Park’s Dirk Bauer, a state champ who defected from Wheeling Central, fails to make weight at 103. WP also picked up Danny Doyle over the winter from John Marshall. Doyle takes third at 171 pounds. Park ends with two second places, two thirds and four fourths.

(In 2006, Oak Glen placed third behind East Fairmont and Howland in a 10-team field, with one champion, Asbury at 103. The Bears get one runner-up, Eckleberry, three thirds – Zack Six, Cody Miller and T.J. Osbon – and three fourths: Ethan Dray, Joel Paolo and Nick McAvoy.

In 2005, Oak Glen was third of 14 teams. Rhett Northcraft became a two-time champion with a win at 160. Jessie Mahan took first at 140. Josh Greathouse was second at 189. Ryan Asbury at 103 and Cody Miller at 152 were third. Ethan Dray was awarded fourth place after being illegally slammed. 

In 2004, OG placed second and had one champion, Cody Potts at 215. Jessie Mahan and Chris Stevens finished second; Brandon Miller, Northcraft and Dave Foltz were third; Brandon Davis, Dirk Baker and Joel Timmons were fourth.

In 2003 the Bears placed third and had one champion, Northcraft, at 152.  Potts was 2nd. B. Miller, Mahan, Drew Stevens, Chris Stevens all were 3rd. Brennon Chambers was 4th.
Brooke Classic summary by weight class

4th 103 – Dominick Burchett, sophomore, rides one win to a 4th place finish. He pins Cody Rice of Brooke at 2:54, then gets tech falled 15-0 by eventual champion Alex Dunaway of McGuffey. He picks up a couple of forfeits to make it to the semi’s, where he loses 11-2 to Jeremy Vangilder of E. Fairmont, then loses 6-0 in the consolation finals to Eric Beck of John Marshall.

3rd 112 – David Mahan beats JM’s Justin Goode 10-2 and gets pinned by eventual champion Hunter Woods of EF. In the semi’s David loses to Pat Gouin of Washington in 34 seconds when Gouin catches him in a cradle. In the consolation finals, Mahan escapes in the third period to win 1-0 over Andrew Majetich of WP, a wrestler he’s likely to see again.

2nd 119- Troy Eckleberry loses 7-4 in the finals to a wrestler he beat 3-0 in the pool, Brad  Battison of Howland. Leading Battison 4-2 and riding him in the third period of the title match, Eckleberry gives up a reversal and back points with 25 seconds to go for a tough loss. Along the way he major decisions Hans Rogerson of Wheeling Park, tech falls Josh Campbell of Brooke, and pins Deven Taylor of Washington.

3rd 125 – Ryan Asbury racks up two first period pins (Onderko of EF in 1:30 and Vilga of Brooke) and a 12-5 win over Kai Yancey of Howland before giving up an 8-4 decision to Nick Taylor of WP in the semi’s. In the consolation finals he encounters Yancey again, pinning him at 4:30.

4th 130 – Ethan Dray records pins over Caruthers of Washington, 0:38, and Sonny Beavers of Brooke, 3:47, before encountering two old foes. He loses 3-0 to Kyle Leek of Howland in the pool, then in the semi’s12-2 to Drew Jenkins, eventual champion. He injury defaults in consolations.

4th 135 – Joel Paolo is in one of the tournament’s toughest weight classes, with the competition coming from wrestlers in the OVAC. After knocking off East Fairmont and McGuffey opponents, he loses 3-0 to eventual champion (and tournament MVP) Andy Stine of Edison. In the semi’s he is winning 2-1 and being ridden by Brooke’s Jim McFarland in the third when, with 20 seconds to go, McFarland turns Paolo for back points and notches a 4-2 win. In the consolation finals he hits Bryce Rush of Wheeling Park, losing 6-0. (McFarland earlier beat Rush 2-1 in a triple overtime rideout.)

3rd 140 – Paden Potts beats Howland’s Devin Hunter 11-3 then upsets the pool’s first seed and eventual champion, Edison’s Chris Brancker. Brancker is leading 3-2 in the third when Potts comes back to score a takedown and near-fall to win 6-3. Potts loses 4-2 in the semi’s to Ben Giles of Brooke, then gets caught for a pin by John Marshall’s Ben Pockl, who had been knocked off by Brancker in the semi’s. To complete the round robin, note that Pockl beat Giles 8-0 in the pool. 

3rd 145 Nick McAvoy beats JM’s Smith 8-0, pins Wheeling Park’s Gibson in 4:43, then drops the final pool decision to Nick Stine of Edison. McAvoy came back from a 5-0 deficit to 4-5, but loses by a final 6-8 margin. In the semi’s he scores only escape points against eventual champion Greg Ryan of Howland, losing 10-5. (Stine loses 3-2 to Ryan in the finals.) In consolations, Nick tech falls Cory Edgell of East Fairmont 16-0.

1st 152 Cody Miller pins three pool opponents (from Edison, Howland and Brooke) before scoring an 11-0 win over Frank Bavaro of McGuffey in the semi’s and a 3-0 win in the finals over tall Eric Morris of EF. No opponent has scored on Miller yet this season.

2nd 160 Zack Six pins Barish of Brooke in 2:35, then scores an impressive 7-0 win over Kason Melchiori of John Marshall despite badly twisting an ankle during the match. Wrestling on the bad ankle, he guts out a 5-4 win over Seth Baumgardner of WP in the semi’s. Six injury defaults in the finals to Melchiori, who got there with a semifinal win over Howland’s Adam Rubesich.

171 Zac Montero does not make it out of the pool, but finishes 2-2 on the tournament, including a 3-0 loss to eventual runner-up Josh Sizemore of Brooke. Montero tech falls Washington’s Justin Scears and major decisions Edison’s Daniel Goodwin, and gives up a first-period pin to Danny Doyle, a Wheeling Park wrestler who was at John Marshall last year.

189 no OG entry  

4th 215 Justin Greathouse records first-period pins over Mowery of Howland, Simonson of East Fairmont and Bingiel of Brooke before getting pinned himself by eventual champion Taylor Potts of John Marshall and runner-up Alen Earnest of WP, both in the first periods. (His pin of Bingiel was in 12 seconds; Earnest had an 11-second pin that was fastest of the tournament.) In the consolation finals, Justin loses 7-1 to Sam Aviola of McGuffey.

3rd 285 – Doug Murray went 2-2 last year in this tournament. This year he pins Howland and EF wrestlers before dropping a 17-6 loss to eventual champion Sam Miller of Washington (a high-scoring affair for heavyweights.) Eventual runner-up Drake Kowcheck of Brooke beats Doug 6-2 in the semi’s, but Murray takes third place with a pin of WP’s Dutch Fisher, getting the pin call with seven-tenths of a second showing on the first period clock.

Quad at Morgantown

Dec. 15, 2007

Oak Glen 70, Morgantown 6; Oak Glen 58, Fairmont Sr. 12;

Oak Glen 66, Ravenswood 18
Coach Larry Shaw gets his 300th dual win and Oak Glen picks up three match victories at Morgantown.

In his 29th season as Oak Glen head coach, with 11 state titles and several coach of the year honors, Shaw adds another milestone to his career.

The Bears give up forfeits at 103 with Dominick Burchett injured and the line reshuffled due to Ethan Dray being out with a chronic injury. Paolo and Potts drop down a weight class and A.J. Rhodes fills in at 145.

Among Oak Glen’s 28 individual wins (not counting forfeits), 19 are pins and four are technical falls.

Scores last year: Oak Glen 65, Fairmont Sr. 7; Oak Glen 77, Morgantown 0; Oak Glen 78, Ravenswood 6

Oak Glen 70, Morgantown 6

The Bears post six pins and two tech falls, but the excitement in this dual is generated from comeback wins by A.J. Rhodes and Gabe Jacobs.

Rhodes, wrestling Charles Hartsell, puts himself on his back in the first and fights off the pin. Down 0-5, A.J. gets a takedown from a neutral start in the second period and adds two back points. An escape to start the third ties the match at 5-5, then A.J. gets a takedown and rides for the win.

Jacobs starts off well with a takedown but senior Bart Johnson responds with a reversal and back points. As in the Rhodes match, the Morgantown coach chooses neutral for his wrestler to start the second period, and Oak Glen’s Jacobs gets the takedown to make it 4-5. In the third, Johnson rides Jacobs for 1:20 before an escape ties the match. Jacobs scores a takedown with 32 seconds to go and rides for the 7-5 win.

Doug Murray is taken down by Joshua Foster, but scores a reversal and puts Foster on his back to end the first period. Murray escapes in the second period to make the score 6-2, then slips out of the attempted throw, takes Foster down and turns him for the pin at 3:42.

103 – J. Shaw (M) (for) 

112 –  David Mahan (OG) (for)

119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) p L. Burgesss 2:37

125 – Ryan Asbury (OG) p N. LaFata  0:52

130 – Joel Paolo (OG) TF J. DeWitt 16-0

135 – Paden Potts  (OG) (for)

140 – A. J. Rhodes (OG) dec. C. Hartsell 7-5 

145 – Nick McAvoy  (OG) TF John Weaver 15-0

152 - Cody Miller (OG) p. J. Thomas 1:13 

160 – Zack Six (OG) p. J. Solley 2:51

171 – Zac Montero  (OG) p. L. Valentine 0:37

189 – Gabe Jacobs (OG) d. B. Johnson 7-5

215 – Justin Greathouse  (OG) (for)

285 –Doug Murray (OG) p. J. Foster 3:42 

Oak Glen 58, Fairmont Sr. 12

This is the match that gives Larry Shaw 300 team dual victories. Eckleberry, Montero and Rhodes pick up nice wins. 

Troy Eckleberry finds a good opponent in Cam Satterfield. After a scoreless first period, Satterfield scores the first point with an escape in the second, but Eckleberry responds with a takedown. Eckleberry extends his lead to 4-1 with a reversal to start the second period, then tacks on three near-fall points to cement the 7-1 win.

Rhodes wins another close one. An escape in the third period gives him a 1-0 win over freshman J. Allard.

Jacobs gets caught in the cradle to start in an 0-5 hole against junior Andrew Core. He fights back with a reversal and takedown, but ends up on the short end of a 4-9 decision.

After a scoreless first period, Murray gets a reversal and then the pin in the second.

Montero scores 4 on I. Morgan to start their match, then the two trade reversals and Morgan escapes. In the second, Morgan rides Montero and turns him for back points to tie it 6-6. Montero chooses a neutral start in the third in a bid to win by takedown, but Morgan slips the headlock throw attempt and pads his lead for a 12-6 win.

103 - Shaw (FS) forfeit 

112 – David Mahan (OG) p. B. Brooks 2:38

119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) d. C. Satterfield 7-1 

125 – Ryan Asbury (OG) TF T. Tossone 17-2

130 – Joel Paolo (OG) p B. Robinson 3:50

135 – Paden Potts  (OG) p. V. Viani 0:37

140 – A. J. Rhodes (OG) d. J. Allard 1-0 

145 – Nick McAvoy  (OG) TF A. Secure 15-0

152 - Cody Miller (OG) p. I Tipton 0:38 

160 – Zack Six (OG) p. J. Ammons 1:59

171 – I Morgan (FS) d. Zac  Montero 12-6

189 – Andrew Core (FS) d. Gabe Jacobs 9-4

215 – Justin Greathouse  (OG) (for)

285 –Doug Murray (OG) p. M. Jackson 2:50

Oak Glen 66, Ravenswood 18
Miller, Six and Murray make it a perfect day, each posting their third win by fall.

Greathouse finally gets a match and makes it exciting. 

After a scoreless first period against Joel Seabolt, Greathouse scores an escape in the second. Once, when the pair go out of bounds, they automatically stop wrestling but the ref forgets to blow his whistle. Greathouse realizes it and goes for the legs as they are walking back, but the ref does a “my bad” and stops the action. Seabolt ties the score 1-1 with an escape in the third. Justin gets the takedown and caps the victory with the pin at 5:50.

Ravenswood’s two-time state champ David Dennis executes a pretty fireman’s carry on Rhodes and racks up some points before scoring the first period fall. 

Potts runs up a 17-4 score on Jordan Seabolt before pinning him at 4:30.

Murray gets a little over aggressive on T. Durbin and gives up a takedown, but quickly reverses and scores the fall.

Ravenswood gives up four lightweight classes by forfeit.

103 – Clark  (RA) for 

112 –  David Mahan (OG) for

119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) for

125 – Ryan Asbury (OG) for

130 – Joel Paolo (OG) for

135 – Paden Potts  (OG) p. Jordan Seabolt 4:30

140 – David Dennis (RA) p. A. J. Rhodes 1:43

145 – Nick McAvoy  (OG) p. Max Kobe 0:39

152 - Cody Miller (OG) p. Tray Lang 1:41

160 – Zack Six (OG) p. Travis Lang 1:20

171 – Zac Montero  (OG) p. C. Ritz 0:55

189 – E. Riley (RA) p. Gabe Jacobs 0:15

215 – Justin Greathouse  (OG) p. Joel Seabolt 5:50

285 –Doug Murray (OG) p. T. Durbin 0:50

Oak Glen 40 -Harrison Central 25

At Home, Dec. 19, 2007

A much improved Harrison Central throws a scare into Oak Glen. After a seesaw battle through nine weight classes, the Bears win four of the final five to take the dual in exciting fashion.

Oak Glen has pounded this team the past two years. However, Harrison JVs look aggressive and win several preliminary matches, sending a signal that the Huskies are not going to be doormats this time.

Wresting starts at 140. A.J. Rhodes gets a takedown on Trevor Coffman in the first and escapes in the second, for a 3-1 lead. He then is taken down to his back and suddenly is in a 3-6 hole. A.J. repeatedly gets in on Coffman’s legs but can’t finish, and Coffman scores the fall with a minute left in the third.

It takes the next three Bears, all co-captains, to nudge Oak Glen back into the lead with decisions.

Nick McAvoy at 145 gives up a takedown to Rob Eddy, but responds with a reversal and two back points before giving up the escape. He rides Eddy through the second period to preserve the 4-3 edge, gets a reversal in the third and rides Eddy some more, letting go at the buzzer for a 6-3 win. Cody Miller finds a strong opponent in Taylor Banks (whose older brother he lost to as a freshman). He puts Banks on his back but can’t pin him, and wins a simple decision, 10-3, giving up two escapes and a stalling point. Zack Six takes a 1-0 lead into the third period with Kody Kaiser before he turns Kaiser twice in the third for a 7-0 decision.

Harrison snatches the team lead back, 10-9, with Ian Howell’s 11-3 major decision over Zac Montero at 171 pounds, and builds it to 16-9 with Jake Mallernee’s second period pin of Gabe Jacobs.
The team gets much-needed pins from Justin Greathouse and Doug Murray, putting Oak Glen back on top, 21-16. Murray throws his opponent down like a rag doll. But with Dominick Burchett out on injury, a forfeit at 103 gives Harrison Central a 22-21 lead.

David Mahan, 112, comes out like a Tasmanian devil. He is all over Watkins, building a 10-0 lead before getting the fall at 3:50.

Troy Eckleberry looks like he has a takedown on Jake Emery at mat’s edge in the first period but doesn’t get the call. He rides Emery through the second, with the Harrison wrestler stubbornly refusing to be turned. Troy breaks the 0-0 tie with an escape to start the third, then locks up a 3-0 decision with a takedown.

Ryan Asbury finds himself in a back-and-forth battle with Nick Risdon. An ankle pick gives Asbury a takedown in the first period. Risdon escapes. Risdon gets a reversal in the second to lead 3-2. In the third Risdon gives the escape in a bid to go for a takedown to win, and gets it, winning 5-3.

Oak Glen holds a narrow 30-25 lead going into the final two matches, but fans need not have feared. Joel Paolo delivers a solid 11-2 major decision over Shawn Pate, putting the match out of reach, and Paden Potts puts an exclamation point on the victory by eating up I. Baltic, pinning him 50 seconds into the match.

The Bears keep their season perfect and enjoy a sweet 40-25 victory. But they know it was a lot closer than the score might indicate, and that Harrison Central will make its presence known at the OVAC tournament.

 Last year, OG beat Harrison Central 53-11; the year before, 60-10.

Oak Glen 40, Harrison Central 25 

140 –Trevor Coffman (HC) p. A.J. Rhodes 4:57 

145 – Nick McAvoy (OG) d. Rob Eddy 6-4

152 - Cody Miller (OG) d. Taylor Banks 10-3

160 – Zack Six (OG) d. Kody Kaiser 7-0

171 – Ian Howell (HC) maj. dec.  Zac Montero 11-3

189 – Jake Mallernee (HC) p. Gabe Jacobs 3:35

215 – Justin Greathouse (OG)  p. Jordan Case 3:10

285 – Doug Murray (OG) p. B. Gianangeli 1:14 

103 – Darin Heavilin (HC) (for)

112 – David Mahan (OG) p. p. Watkins 3:50 

119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) d. Jake Emery 3-0

125 –Nick Risdon (HC) d. Ryan Asbury 5-3

130 – Joel Paolo (OG) d. Shawn Pate 11-2 

135 – Paden Potts (OG) p. I. Baltic 0:50

Oak Glen 44-Parkersburg South 24

At Parkersburg South, Saturday, Dec. 22, 2007

Oak Glen’s lightweights run the table for the last six matches in a comeback win over a young but scrappy South team currently ranked second in AAA. It is Oak Glen’s fourth consecutive win over the perennial state power and gives the Bears a 6-4 edge in the series.

The teams trade unexpected pins, with state runner-up (145) Zack Six getting stuck by Layton at 160 and Eckleberry sticking state runner-up (103) Tyler Green at 119. Doug Murray is the aggressive wrestler but loses a close decision to Zack Hanson at 285. McAvoy loses a tough one to state placer Andy Church. Miller, Greathouse, Burchett, Eckleberry, and Asbury all score falls. Other winners are Potts, Mahan, Paolo and Ethan Dray, a welcome return to the lineup from injury.

Match by Match

140 Potts v. Cody Richards -Wrestling starts with the 140 weight class. With Ethan Dray back in the lineup at 130, Paolo bumps back up to 135 and Paden Potts to 140. Paden Potts begins where he left off with Harrison Central, aggressively taking down sophomore Cody Richards and kicking him loose to build a 9-4 lead. Richards gets a reversal and cradle for back points in the second to narrow Paden’s lead to 9-8. From a neutral start in the third, Potts scores two takedowns and back points for a 15-11 final score. Oak Glen 3-0.
145 McAvoy v. Andy Church  -Nick McAvoy draws one of South’s top wrestlers in Andy Church. Oak Glen fans howl in disbelief and Coach Shaw goes ballistic as the ref gives Church a takedown on the mat’s edge. When the ref gives McAvoy a stalling warning, Shaw is off his chair again for an explanation and the ref deducts a team point, withdrawn after a short discussion.  Nick rides Church through most of the second, giving up a reversal with 15 seconds in the period. In the third, Church avoids McAvoy and is hit with a stalling point, but gets a takedown for a 6-1 final. Oak Glen 3-South 3.
152 Miller v. Chris Smith. Miller gets takedowns and back points, and gives up only escapes in building a 13-4 lead over the solid freshman before finally pinning Smith at 5:28. Oak Glen 9-3.
160 Six v. Jacob Layton. Zack Six scores a takedown and is riding high with legs on Layton when Layton reaches up for the head and gets lucky. Six gets stuck at 33 seconds into the match and South fans go nuts. Oak Glen 9-South 9.
171 Montero v. Zack Sandy. Sandy gets the first takedown. Montero responds with an escape, then gets a takedown and backs on Sandy’s failed throw. Sandy gets the reversal. In the second, Sandy escapes but Montero gets the takedown and back points on another failed throw for a seemingly comfortable 10-5 lead. Then he gets reversed and pinned at 3:45. South takes the lead 15-9.
189 Davis v. David McCoy. Freshman Dalton Davis gets his first varsity start. Junior McCoy is all over him, scoring the fall at 1:34. South’s biggest lead, 21-9.
215 Greathouse v. Mason Mills. Justin Greathouse gets the takedown but gives up the reversal in the first. In the second, Greathouse is on top and controls the match, turning and pinning Mills at 2:49. South 21-15.
285 Murray v. Zack Hanson. Doug beat Hanson 3-1 last year. In this match, he pushes Hanson all over the mat, no stalling warning on Hanson. Doug easily escapes in the second, Hanson escapes with 1:15 left in the third, and with little time left, scores a takedown. Murray escapes and pushes Hanson off the mat twice, no stalling call, and Hanson wins 3-2. South 24-15.
103 Burchett v. Zack Wilson. Wilson scores a takedown on the edge of the mat in the first. He chooses down in the second. Bad move. Dominick rides and turns him, scoring the fall at 2:45. South 24-21.
112 Mahan v. Jeremy Corbett. Neither wrestler scores in an active first period. Mahan gets a quick escape to start the second, then takes down Corbett, who forward rolls to escape. Riding Corbett in the third, Mahan gets a stalling warning. Then David starts giving escapes and taking Corbett down almost at will for a final 11-6 decision. David’s win ties the team score at 24. Oak Glen 24, South 24.
119 Eckleberry v. Tyler Green. Green, second in the state last year at 103, is highly ranked. But so is Eckleberry. Troy is trailing 2-1 in the first period when he catches Green coming up and pancakes him to his back, scoring the fall at 1:56. Oak Glen 30-24.

125 Asbury v. Nick Busch Ryan scores the takedown and rides Busch, turning and pinning him at 1:49. His win gives Oak Glen a comfy 12-point cushion. Oak Glen 36-24.
130 Dray v. Beau Cooper. Ethan’s baaaack. Dray takes command early and points Cooper relentlessly to a 16-2 major decision, icing the dual victory. Oak Glen 40-24.

135 Paolo v. Danny Fordyce. Paolo doesn’t allow the junior South wrestler to score as he amasses points (a takedown and backs in the first, a tilt for two in the second and a reversal in the third) for a convincing 10-0 win. Oak Glen 44-South 24.

Last year, Oak Glen won only six matches but took five of them with falls (Paolo, Six, Miller, Dray, Osbon) for a 33-28 dual win at home. The match made OG the “Team of the Week” feature on WTOV-TV.

In 2005, pins by Rhett Northcraft and T. J. Osbon in the final two matches sealed a big “In your house!” 41-31 win in front of a huge and loud South crowd. In 2004 at Oak Glen the Bears went ahead early, racking up a 41-13 lead before hitting the meat of South’s lineup at 140, 145 and 152 and hanging on for a 41-25 win. The Patriots pounded Oak Glen 39-13 when the Bears traveled to South in 2003.
Oak Glen 44, Parkersburg South 24
140 – Paden Potts (OG) d. Cody Richards 13-11 

145 – Andy Church (PS)d. Nick McAvoy 6-1

152 - Cody Miller (OG) p. Chris Smith 5:28

160 – Jacob Layton (PS) p. Zack Six 0:33

171 – Zach Sandy p. Zac Montero 3:45

189 – David McCoy p. Dalton Davis 1:34

215 – Justin Greathouse (OG)  p. Mason Mills 2:49

285 – Zack Hanson (PS) d. Doug Murray 3-2

103 – Dominick Burchett (OG) p. Zac Wilson 2:45

112 – David Mahan (OG) d. Jeremy Corbett 11-6. 

119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) p. Tyler Green 1:56 

125 –Ryan Asbury (OG) pins Nick Busch 1:49

130 – Ethan Dray (OG) maj. dec. Beau Cooper 16-2 

135 – Joel Paolo (OG) maj. dec. Danny Fordyce 10-0

14th annual St. Clairsville Best Value Tournament

St. Clairsville, Ohio, Fri-Sat, Dec. 28-29, 2007

With two starters out and two others hurting, Oak Glen places second behind a very talented Teays Valley team, breaking its string of nine consecutive team championships at this tournament. Oak Glen puts eight wrestlers into the finals and wins two individual titles (Cody Miller at 152 and Doug Murray at 285), while Teays Valley has four in the finals and one champ.

The win makes Miller a three-time champion of this tournament. Losses in the finals deny repeat championships to Zack Six (160) and Ethan Dray (130). Other runners-up are David Mahan (112), Joel Paolo (135), Paden Potts (140), and unattached Jimmy Boyd (285). Murray beats Boyd 2-1 in the finals after each goes undefeated in pool matches. Coach Shaw said he cannot recall another tournament in which varsity and unattached wrestlers from the same team met in the finals. Nick McAvoy takes a third place after having the bad luck to be in the same pool as incredible Nitro junior Seth Easter, who repeats as tournament MVP for the third consecutive year. 

In 2006, Oak Glen not only wins the tournament for the 9th straight time but pins 56 opponents, eclipsing the team record of 47 pins in a single tournament set in 1998 at this same event. The Bears give up only six falls. Team scoring: 1, Oak Glen, 372.5; 2, Dover, 288; 3, Teays Valley, 251.5; 4, Barnesville, 225; 5, East Liverpool, 205. Individual champions are Ethan Dray, Zack Six, Cody Miller and T.J. Osbon. Troy Eckleberry is second, losing to repeat champion Zac Conn of Teays Valley. Ryan Asbury repeats for third at 103, his only loss to eventual champion Travis Hopkins of Dover Nick McAvoy is third at 130. Wrestling unattached, heavyweight Jimmy Boyd finishes fourth. Mark Montgomery finishes fourth. Paden Potts and two others in his 135 pool all finish 5-1, but Potts gets the short end of the stick in tie-breakers and wrestles for fifth place (he wins), while the first seed he tech-falls by a score of 23-8 goes to the finals. Joel Paolo at 125 and Doug Murray at 285 finish fifth; Jack Wright (189) and A.J. Rhodes (140) finish sixth. Justin Greathouse is champion of a special four-man unattached bracket at 189 pounds, going 3-0.

In 2005, the top eight teams were: 1. Oak Glen 338, 2. Dover 295.5, 3. Tallmadge, 251, 4. Barnesville, 238, 5. Teays Valley 229, 6. Marietta, 191.5, 7 Shadyside, 157.5, 8. East Liverpool, 157.  Josh Greathouse at 189 and Cody Miller at 152 were champions, while two previous champions were denied a repeat. Jessie Mahan and Rhett Northcraft lost in the finals: Mahan (140) to freshman MVP Seth Easter of Nitro, and Northcraft (160) to Bud Hines of Barnesville in a match that was tied four times. Hines’ win denied Northcraft his third Best Value championship. (Northcraft got revenge by beating Hines in the 2006 OVAC finals.) Ryan Asbury took third at 103. Paden Potts (125), Troy Eckleberry (119) and T.J. Osbon (171) all placed fifth. At 130, Preston Andrews and unattached Ben Warner placed fifth and sixth, respectively.

In 2004, Oak Glen won with 387.5 team points. Cambridge was a distant second, 274; Teays Valley was third with 257.5, Barnesville, fourth, 228, and Dover fifth, 216.5. East Liverpool finished 11th; Wellsville, 14th.The Bears crowned five champions and placed 13, including one alternate. Champions were Brandon Miller at 125, Jessie Mahan at 140, Rhett Northcraft at 160, Dave Foltz at 171 and Cody Potts at 215. Brandon Davis at 119 and Chris Stevens at 189 finished second. Ethan Dray at 103 and Cody Miller at 152 finished third. Josh Greathouse, wrestling as an alternate at 171, finished fourth. Dirk Baker and Joel Timmons were fifth. Zack Six was sixth.

In 2003 OG had three champions, Rhett Northcraft at 152, Dirk Baker at 119, and Cody Potts at 215. Northcraft was tournament MVP.

Day One Pool Action, Rounds 1-4

103 – Dominick Burchett (1-0) seeded third, has only one match in the first four rounds. He and Scott Spano of St. Clair are scoreless until Dominick gets a reversal in the third period for a 2-0 win.

112 – David Mahan  (3-0), seeded third, scores pins over two unattached wrestlers, A.J. Sanders of St. Clair and Zack Sizemore of Nitro. In the fourth round he decisions Bryan Crozier of Shadyside 6-3.

130 – Ethan Dray (3-0), a first seed, pins Sean Collins of Wellsville, Phillip Ruggeri of Dover and Sam Dunbar of Nitro. He takes Dunbar down with a pretty fireman’s carry and is leading 13-6 when he gets the fall at  4:27.

135 – Joel Paolo (3-0), seeded third, gets first period pins of Jon Lauener of St. Clair and Michael Duffy of Shenandoah, then tech falls East Liverpool’s Vince Ours 21-6, giving up only escapes and scoring at will.

140 – Paden Potts (3-0), a first seed, pins Scott Tebay of Marietta and Tony Grove of Dover. In the fourth round he jumps out to a nice 9-3 lead over East Liverpool’s Josh Coil, giving only escapes. He himself escapes with a good forward roll to start the second. Coil comes to life, scoring a takedown on a single-leg. A takedown with one second left in the second period gives Paden a 12-5 lead, but Coil comes back with another single-leg in the third to tighten it. Final, 13-8.

140X – A.J. Rhodes  (0-3), wrestling unattached, drops a 16-9 loss to eventual champion Nick Ursetti of Tallmadge and a 9-3 decision to second seed Nathan Jordan of TV. A reversal by Tony Jones of Williamstown, who will finish fourth, gives A.J. a 2-0 loss.

145 – Nick McAvoy  (3-0), fourth seed, beats Williamstown’s Joe Palm 13-1 and Marietta’s Chris Pierce 15-0. In the third round, against Teays Valley’s unseeded but 14-1 Tyler Luft, Nick begins with a four-point takedown but Luft gets a reversal. In the second, Nick starts down and scores a reversal for a 6-2 lead, but Luft reverses and it is 6-4. Luft is down in the third when Nick locks in the cradle for two points which prove to be the winning margin. A reversal at the end of an exciting match makes the final 8-6.

152 –Cody Miller  (3-0), first seed, gets a surprise in his first pool match when a Dover unattached, Keith Johnson (apparently the backup to third seed Travis Siegenthaler) lasts into the third period. Cody is leading 13-1 when he pins Johnson at 4:41. He pins Teays Valley’s Zack Graham in 1:05 and John Glenn’s Anthony James in 2:34.

160 –Zack Six (3-0), second seed, pins ELX Evan Schneider in 1:38, tech falls Marietta’s Mike Bauman 15-0, and pins Williamstown’s Mike Board in 2:51.

171 – Anthony Cornell (1-2), a sixth seed, is really a 160 wrestling at 171 as Shaw juggles the lineup looking for a spark. Cornell is decisioned 3-10 by Shenandoah’s Nick Wells, then surprises Wellsville fourth seed Damien Saracco with a first period pin (1:30) before getting pinned himself by first seed Keith Heldt of Dover.

189 – Zac Montero (2-1), bumped up to 189, drops an 11-3 major decision to Christian Battle of Teays Valley, who enters as a sixth seed despite his 14-1 record (he will place third). Zemo pins ShenX Joey Wheeler in 57 seconds, and wrestles Williamstown’s Robbie Wigel into the third period before pinning him at 5:15.

215 – Justin Greathouse (1-2), a fifth seed, starts with a 10-3 decision over Cory Hart of Williamstown. Against second seed Brad Ritenour of Dover (a heavyweight last year), Justin is down 4-0 in the first but hits a nice switch with 15 seconds left to make it 4-2. In the second period, Ritenour reverses Greathouse and Greathouse escapes, and the score is 6-3. As Greathouse bearhugs his larger opponent, Ritenour locks an elbow around his throat. Both wrestlers leave their feet and hit the mat with a thunderous boom, Greathouse on top and Ritenour on his back. The ref calls an illegal slam and will not reverse his call as Shaw protests. Greathouse reverses to start the third to make it 7-5. Riding, he is called for a full nelson. Ritenour scores reversal and near fall points and Greathouse gets a reversal to make the final score 12-7. Fourth seed Levi Holcomb pins Greathouse at 3:06.

285X Jimmy Boyd (3-0), seeded second, pins Williamstown’s Doug Walters in 0:56 and East Liverpool’s Matt Bolen at 1:06. Against Shenandoah’s Thomas Moore, Jimmy takes Moore to his back for a 5-0 lead but Moore escapes and gets a takedown with Jimmy on his back. Boyd fights off the pin and escapes, and they are tied 6-6. In the second period, Jimmy reverses Moore, puts him on his back and scores the fall at 3:09. 

285 Doug Murray  (3-0), first seed, disposes of Marietta’s Whealdon at 1:09, Dover’s Danny Jeandervin in 34 seconds, and Shadyside’s Aaron Silverio at 1:14, in each case scoring takedown-fall. 

Day Two Pool Action, Rounds 5-7

103 – Dominick Burchett (2-1) decisions St. Clair unattached Logal Kyer 6-4, then gets near falled to a 9-0 major by eventual champion Mike Mercer of East Liverpool.

112 – David Mahan  (5-0) pins Shenandoah’s Mark Hemmerle in 56 seconds. Against second seed Jon Barker of Barnesville, Little Mahan comes out like an angry terrier, scoring a takedown, near fall and reversal while giving only escapes to build a 7-2 lead in the second. Barker manages an escape and takedown in the third and Mahan reverses to make the final 9-5.

130 – Ethan Dray (5-0) scores a takedown in each period for a final 8-0 major over Joe Coil of East Liverpool, then faces a tougher test in undefeated sophomore Tyler George of Williamstown. After a scoreless first period, Ethan escapes in the second. In the third, Ethan scores a near fall two to make it 3-0. George is awarded a reversal on the mat’s edge, but Shaw protests that Dray had the whizzer in and the referee reverses himself and deducts the points. Whew, a 3-0 final.

135 – Joel Paolo (5-0) pins Charlie Songel of Nitro in 31 seconds and Gage Hanlon of Barnesville in 48 seconds, but finds a tough opponent in second seed Mackenzie Peters of Williamstown, who enters with a 13-1 record. Paolo scores a takedown in the first. In the second, Peters ties it with a reversal and both wrestlers are warned for stalling. In a busy third period, Peters rides Paolo, Paolo escapes and gets a takedown and Peters reverses. With time expiring, Paolo appears headed for a 5-4 win but the ref ties it 5-5 with a stalling point. With no time on the clock Paolo gets the reversal to win 7-5.

140 – Paden Potts (5-0) goes to Takedown City again, pointing John Glenn’s Troy Smith to a 15-4 major decision, then pins fourth seed Jason Dowling of Wellsville in 1:43.

140X – A.J. Rhodes  (1-0) gets a bye and an injury default to finish out the tournament.

145 – Nick McAvoy  (4-1) tech falls Shenandoah’s Cody Smith 16-0 before getting tech falled himself by the amazing Seth Easter 17-2.

152 –Cody Miller  (6-0) benefits from a full pool, scoring falls against Marietta unattached Casey Tebay (2:28), East Liverpool’s Chris Tatgenhorst (1:32) and fourth seed Rick Hylton of Tallmadge (1:26).

160 –Zack Six (6-0) also swims through a full pool, pinning Chaz Snider of St. Clair (1:49) and DoverX Chance Shalosky  (2:54) before locking up with third seed Nate Ormiston of Teays Valley, who enters the tournament undefeated at 15-0. After a scoreless first period, Six starts on bottom and scores a reversal in the second. In the third period, Six rides Ormiston for 58 seconds when he is reversed and the score is tied 2-2. In the one-minute overtime, Six scores a takedown with seven seconds to go and wins 4-2.

171 – Anthony Cornell (4-2) picks up an injury default from EL’s Anthony Ours, pins John Glenn’s Tyler Bosson at 1:43 after running up a 7-4 score, and decisions ShadysideX Dave Vaughn 10-4.

189 – Zac Montero (3-3) gives up pins to eventual champion Aaron Donze of Tallmage (1:43) and second seed Mike Lonacher of Dover (3:02) before pinning ShadysideX Sam Duvall in 28 seconds.

215 – Justin Greathouse (1-3) is losing 4-0 to Tallmadge’s Nick Thompson when he injury defaults and is done for this tournament.

285X Jimmy Boyd (5-0) continues his pinfest with a fall of East Liverpool’s Matt Bolen at 1:29 and Jeremy Rice of John Glenn at 2:00. Rice, the third seed, entered with an 11-1 record. Boyd gets the pin call at the buzzer.

285 Doug Murray  (6-0) picks up two more falls, pinning John Stewart of Tallmadge in 1:09 and Corey McGarry of St. Clair in 55 seconds, before finding a better opponent in Teays Valley’s Robby Spencer, a fourth seed. After a scoreless first period, Murray gets an escape and takedown in the second period to lead 3-0. The match is stopped three times because Spencer is bleeding profusely from his forehead. Two takedowns in the third give Murray a 7-1 decision.

Best Value Tournament Finals, 5:30 p.m. Saturday

4th 103 – Dominick Burchett keeps from getting pinned in a 14-0 loss to Corey Wheeler of Talmadge in consolation finals.

2nd 112 – David Mahan is losing 9-0 to 2X champion Zac Conn of Teays Valley when Conn scores the fall at 2:42. Eckleberry lost to Conn 5-1 in the finals last year.

2nd 130 – Ethan Dray and St. Clair freshman phenom Dominic Prezzia are scoreless in the first. Ethan escapes in the second but comes down on the knee and is in obvious pain during an injury time out. He finishes the match despite the injury, giving up an escape to tie and a takedown to win in the third. A meaningless escape at the end makes the final 3-2 Prezzia.

2nd 135 – Joel Paolo is in a tight match with J. Brown of Talmadge, who scores a reversal in the second and a takedown in the third for a 4-1 win.

2nd 140 – Paden Potts is usually the one getting multiple takedowns, but it is Talmadge’s Ursetti who does so in a 10-3 championship match.

3rd 145 – Nick McAvoy gives up the first takedown but replies with a reversal and near fall for a 4-2 lead at the end of the first period over Zack VanWay of John Glenn. He gets ridden by VanWay in the second. In the third, Nick gives up the reversal but then scores a reversal to win 6-4.

1st 152 – Cody Miller becomes a three-time champion of this tournament with a 5-2 win over formerly undefeated Johnny Merryman of Shadyside, setting them up for a rematch at the OVAC. Merryman tries an ankle pick and Miller tries a dump, then gets the dump on second try (narrowly) for a 2-0 lead in the first. In the second, Merryman hits a standing switch for a reversal and Miller escapes. Merryman gives him another escape to start the third. An eye-poke penalty gives Cody a point and the final 5-2 score. With time winding down, Merryman hits a gator roll. Cody rolls through and bases up just as the ref backs into the timekeeper and blows an inadvertant whistle with 5.5 seconds left. The Shadyside crowd boos, thinking Merryman was on the verge of a score.

2nd 160 Zack Six and Bobby Gilmore of Dover are both returning champions. Gilmore gets a quick takedown, locks up the cradle and Zack is pinned at 0:40.

5th 171 Anthony Cornell is giving up 10 pounds in this tournament but makes up for it with naked aggression. He completes a good tournament performance with a pin of Shadyside’s Kahl at 4:30. After a scoreless first period, Cornell starts down, reverses and gets back points for a 5-0 lead. Kahl reverses and rides to the end of the period. In the third, from a neutral start, Cornell gets the takedown and fall.

1st 285 Doug Murray becomes Oak Glen’s second champion of this tournament with a 2-1 win over his friend and teammate Jimmy Boyd. A reversal in the second period is the difference in a hard-fought match.

2nd 285X– Jimmy Boyd proves it was no fluke to seed Oak Glen wrestlers 1-2 at heavyweight. If only unattached wrestlers could be entered in the OVAC. . . 

With the OVAC less than three weeks away, Oak Glen will now face three tough OVAC opponents in duals: Martins Ferry and Wheeling Park away and Beaver Local at home.  

Oak Glen 49, Martins Ferry 26

at Ferry, Jan. 2, 2008

Oak Glen extends its perfect dual record to 7-0 with a solid 49-26 win over Martins Ferry that includes no surprises. It will be the last time Oak Glen will wrestle on the odd gym floor/stage since a new Ferry high school is nearing completion. The heat's already off and fans huddle together for warmth on the old wooden bleachers. The old dark purple stage curtain forms a backdrop behind the mat.

An important match is David Mahan v. Taylor Yoder at 112 pounds. Yoder is ranked second for OVAC. After a scoreless first period, Yoder explodes with a reversal and two near falls, showing himself very tough on top. Starting from neutral in the third, Mahan comes out the back door for a takedown. Yoder gets a reversal. The match seems closer than the final 10-2 score.

Cody Miller, Zack Six, Troy Eckleberry and Doug Murray score their usual masterful falls for the Golden Bears. Miller remains undefeated with a 19-0 record, 15 of which are pins. (His pin tonight of Scott Kaiser, with a punishing scissors to the abdomen and power half to the head, is noisy and memorable.) Nick McAvoy scores a perfect 15-0 technical fall. Major decisions are rung up by Paden Potts and Joel Paolo.

Filling in for Ryan Asbury at 125, JV Winston Jordan has a good match against Zane McSword despite getting pinned late. Down 5-0 after the first, Jordan scores three near falls and a reversal in the second to take a 9-7 lead. Starting from neutral in the third, McSword gets a takedown and back points before scoring the fall at 5:05.

Besides Yoder, the Purple Riders have big boys OVAC-ranked at 171 (Tucker) and 215 (Woodford).

In 2007, Oak Glen won 50-16 as four of Ferry's best - Zach Bowers, Derick Holt, Chase Tucker and Matt Shreve - were out injured. Ferry coach Lamont Tucker's team took the mat with seven freshmen and four sophomores in the lineup. Troy Eckleberry scores an important 9-4 win over Taylor Yoder at 119 pounds. At 125 pounds, freshman Joel Paolo loses a tight 6-5 match against junior Mike Shreve. Oak Glen wins nine weight classes, among them six falls and a tech fall.

In 2006, Oak Glen took eight weight classes to win 46-25 at Ferry. Ethan Dray, Dirk Baker, Jessie Mahan, Cody Miller, Josh Greathouse and Ryan Asbury all recorded falls, while Rhett Northcraft and T.J. Osbon scored tech falls. Troy Eckleberry, Zack Six and Bryan Rowland dropped close decisions. Eckleberry lost 8-6 in overtime to Mike Shreve at 119 pounds.

Oak Glen 49, Martins Ferry 26

103 Dominick Burchett (OG) by forfeit

112 Taylor Yoder (MF) maj dec David Mahan 10-2

119 Troy Eckleberry (OG) p. Brad Mackey 1:47

125 Zane McSword (MF) p. Winston Jordan 5:05

130 Joel Paolo (OG) maj dec Mike Rose 14-2

135 Paden Potts (OG) maj dec Ryan Holtlosz 13-5

140 A. J. Rhodes (OG) by forfeit

145 Nick McAvoy (OG) tech fall Ian Graham 15-0

152 Cody Miller (OG) p. Scott Kaiser 2:32

160 Zack Six (OG) p. Jared Hanson 1:20

171 Chase Tucker (MF) tech fall Anthony Cornell 17-0

189 Matt Shreve (MF) dec. Zac Montero 10-5

215 Steve Woodford (MF) p. Dalton Davis 1:58

285 Doug Murray (OG) p. Luke Zabilski 1:00 

Oak Glen 35, Wheeling Park 25

at Park 1 p.m., Jan. 5, 2008

Oak Glen comes out on top in a battle of ranked teams, defeating Wheeling Park Saturday afternoon in a match filled with high drama. The Golden Bears, ranked No. 1 in A-AA, defeat the Patriots, ranked No. 2 in AAA, by a score of 35-26.

Each team has 12 wrestlers ranked in the top eight in the state.

With competition starting with the 152-pound class, undefeated Cody Miller stakes Oak Glen to a 6-0 lead with a pin of Heath Beecher, then Zack Six (160) scores a 13-3 major decision over Seth Baumgardner for a 10-0 team lead. Six-Baumgardner was a rematch of their meeting at the Brooke Classic, when Zack, wrestling on a taped-up newly sprained ankle, barely beat Baumgardner 5-4.

Park comes storming back in the upper weights to win the next three matches. Park's Danny Doyle (171) dominates, but does not pin, freshman Anthony Cornell for a 22-7 technical fall, and Tucker Goodwin wins a 4-0 decision over Zac Montero. After a scoreless first period, Zemo gets tilted in the second and is assessed a stalling point while riding Goodwin in the third. With Justin Greathouse out injured, a forfeit at 215 pounds to tough Allen Earnest gives Wheeling Park a 14-10 lead.

A huge pivot point comes late in the heavyweight match between Doug Murray and Dutch Fisher, both ranked 7th in their respective state divisions. After a scoreless first period, Fisher rides Murray (with a stalling warning) until Doug escapes with about 20 seconds left in the second period. Taking that 1-0 lead into the third period, Murray on top catches Fisher coming up, pancakes and pins him. The Oak Glen crowd and bench go nuts!

Wheeling Park moves up Dirk Bauer to 112 to face David Mahan. The super 103-pounder is defending state champion and ranked No. 1. Bauer’s backup, John Nice, enters the lineup to face sophomore Dominick Burchett at 103. The move pays off for Park with wins at both weights, Nice scoring a 14-4 major decision and Bauer pinning Mahan in the first period.

Those two wins give Wheeling Park a 24-16 edge in team scoring, but the reshuffle also moves Park 112-pounder Aaron Majetich up to 119 pounds to face another Oak Glen No.1-ranked wrestler, Troy Eckleberry. Eckleberry scores a 5-1decision.

Another pivotal match comes at 125 pounds, where Oak Glen moves Ethan Dray down a weight class to face No.1-ranked Nick Taylor. Dray gets a takedown and back points for a 5-0 score in the first, and tacks on two more back points before sinking in the half and scoring the fall at 3:38. After the pin, the frustrated Taylor gives Dray a shove that costs Wheeling Park a team point for unsportsmanlike conduct, and Oak Glen has retaken the lead 25-23.

Joel Paolo pads the slim lead with a decision over Jason Waugh at 130 pounds. After a takedown in the first and escape in the second, Paolo fights off takedown attempts in the third from a neutral start for a 3-0 win.

At 135 pounds, Park's Bryce Rush tightens the team scoring with 4-2 decision over Paden Potts at 135 pounds. Time and again Paden comes close to scoring the takedown, but no go. Two of Rush's points come on stalling calls in the second period as Potts, riding the tall, leggy Rush, struggles to return him to the mat on stand-ups.

With Oak Glen clinging to a slim 28-26 lead and only two matches to go, the crowd and both benches get loud as two unranked wrestlers, A.J. Rhodes and Joey McKee, meet at 140 pounds.

Wheeling Park cheers as McKee scores two first-period takedowns. Rhodes responds with two escapes, then scores a takedown himself from a neutral start in the third period to tie the score 4-4. Neither wrestler can score in a one-minute overtime, so the match goes into a rideout.

Rhodes escapes in the first 30-second rideout, then rides McKee in the second one, hanging onto the legs at the end. Both wrestlers are exhausted. With one second showing on the clock, a stalling point against A.J. ties it again at 5-5. In the third and final rideout, Rhodes is down. He gets to his feet once and they go out of bounds. Teammates, coaches and fans scream encouragement. The second time A.J. gets to his feet, McKee hoists the single leg but cannot take Rhodes back to the mat. This time the stalling point goes to Rhodes and he has a huge 6-5 victory! Coaches and teammates congratulate him on the biggest win of his career, a tough overtime decision that leaves Park needing a miracle to win.

With one match left, the only way Park can win is a pin. Park fans get a glimmer of hope as unranked Marcus George scores the first takedown on No. 1-ranked Nick McAvoy. No worries on the Oak Glen bench, however. McAvoy immediately reverses George and rides him. Nick adds back points in the second and pours on the points in the third for an eventual 12-4 major decision that throws cold water on the home crowd's hopes.

Wheeling Park won this dual 36-22 last year and 39-24 two years ago. Three years ago the match was cancelled because of weather.

Oak Glen 35, Wheeling Park 25

152 Cody Miller (OG) p. Heath Beecher 3:19

160 Zack Six (OG) MD Seth Baumgardner 13-3

171 Danny Doyle (WP) MD Anthony Cornell 22-1

189 Tucker Goodwin (WP) d. Zac Montero 4-0

215 Allan Earnest (WP) by forfeit

285 Doug Murray (OG) p. Dutch Fisher 4:55 

103 John Nice (WP) MD Dominick Burchett 14-5

112 Dirk Bauer (WP) p. David Mahan 1:07

119 Troy Eckleberry (OG) dec. Aaron Majetic 5-1

125 Ethan Dray (OG) p. Nick Taylor 3:38

130 Joel Paolo (OG) d. Jason Waugh 3-0

135 Bryce Rush (WP) d. Paden Potts 4-2

140 A.J. Rhodes (OG) d. Joey McKee 6-5 OT

145. Nick McAvoy (OG) MD Marcus George 12-4


Beaver Local 33, Oak Glen 30

At home, Wednesday, Jan. 9, 2008

Oak Glen suffers what will be its only dual loss of the season in a close match.

Beaver Local gets out to a big lead in the heavier weights. Oak Glen storms back in the lighter weights and looks in good position to take the match, but the Beavers pick up a couple of key falls at 112 and 140. Nick McAvoy at 145 comes through with a pin and leaves it up to his teammate Cody Miller to attempt to tie the match 33-33 with a fall of Jarrod Osborne in the final bout of the evening.

Only thing is, even if Cody gets the fall to tie, Beaver Local still wins on tiebreaker criteria because individual matches would be tied at 7-7 and the Beavers would have one more pin. Cody and the coaches understand that going into the match, but few others do, and the Beaver Local fans roar ever louder as Osborne stalls on the bottom and time ticks down. A frustrated Miller is unable to turn Osborne for the pin and settles for a 4-0 decision. 

More important than the team loss, the dual shows that Beaver Local, along with Wheeling Park, will be tough competition for Oak Glen as it tries to repeat as OVAC champion.

Coach Shaw makes a good tactical decision as wrestling begins at 160 pounds, sending feisty freshman Anthony Cornell to get pinned by OVAC No. 1 seed Jon Bittinger. That leaves Zack Six free to demolish Richard Sachs at 171 pounds. He comes one point shy of a tech fall, 14-0. Team score 6-4 Beavers.
At 189, Zac Montero wrestles tough but gives up a 6-3 decision to Devon Ludwig, a former East Liverpool wrestler who defected to BL. 9-4 Beavers.
Justin Greathouse’s back injury is still hurting his performance, and it shows in a 7-2 loss to Jake Henderson at 215 pounds. 12-4 BLHS.
Derik Wolfe looks like Andre the Giant, like an NFL lineman, like he should be a dad in the stands watching his teenage son wrestle. Ouch, a 36-second pin of OG’s outstanding heavyweight, Doug Murray. 18-4 Beavers.
At 103 pounds, a surprise to many OG fans as freshman Danny Rowland is in the lineup. Rowland has rejoined the team and beat Dominick Burchette in a wrestle-off. Rowland gives up a backdoor takedown in the first to Johnny McComas, but ties it in the second 2-2. The final is 8-3 McComas. Beavers are up 21-4.
Last year Beaver Local’s Arizona Miller surprised everyone with a championship performance at 103 pounds. But this year he’s at 112 pounds; OG’s David Mahan is a scrappy wrestler and the hope is to give Miller a match, maybe holding him a decision. The first period is scoreless until Miller hits a five-point move with 10 seconds to go, and it’s downhill from there. A fall at 4:36 gives Beaver Local a 27-4 lead, and now it’s Oak Glen’s turn.

At 119, Troy Eckleberry has a tough time with Mitch Thompson. After a scoreless first, Thompson scores first with a reversal in the second period. Troy escapes twice to tie it, then gets a takedown in the third for a 4-2 win. Beavers, 27-7.
Ryan Asbury at 125 carries a 2-0 lead over Jared McIntosh into the third period. A penalty point, takedown and back points give him a bare major decision. Beavers, 27-11.

The Bears badly need some pins to get back into the match, and Ethan Dray delivers with one at 2:43 over Cameron Miller. 27-17 Beavers.
Joel Paolo has a 4-0 lead over Larry Williams, courtesy of takedowns in each of the first two periods. Back points in the third, and another 8-0 bare major. 27-21 Beavers.
Paden Potts and Dylan Ice – another EL defector – meet at 140 pounds in what proves the final pivotal match of the evening. Ice gets a stick of Paden at 52 seconds, and the Beavers have thrown cold water on the OG comeback, holding a 12-point lead with two matches left. 33-21 Beavers.
At 145 pounds, Nick McAvoy can be expected to beat Mike Sachs handily, but Nick is more a tech-fall guy than a pinner. He wrestles inspired, cradling Sachs twice and getting the fall at 1:02. 33-27 Beavers.
The crowd knows Cody Miller can pin, and they pin their hopes on him getting a fall of Jarrod Osborne to tie the team score. He scores takedowns in the first and third, and rides Osborne punishingly in the second and third periods, trying to turn him with the power half from the leg ride. But Osborne stalls on bottom, sucking in his limbs like a turtle, and Beaver Local has its first win over Oak Glen in many years. Beavers, 33-30.
Now it is on to OVACs for both teams.

In 2006, a pin of OVAC champion and senior Kyle Reeder by JV freshman Justin Greathouse at 189 electrifies the Oak Glen faithful and keys a 50-24 shellacking of the Beavers in their home gym. Greathouse’s unforgettable moment, rolling through a throw and sticking Reeder,(wonderful in itself but also revenge for Reeder’s defeats of his brother Josh) is part of a seven-pin demolition as T.J. Osbon, Zack Six, Cody Miller, Ethan Dray, Nick McAvoy and Paden Potts all pick up falls for Oak Glen.

In 2006,Oak Glen wins 34-26 in a match which begins with top-ranked OVAC 189-pounders Kyle Reeder and Josh Greathouse going into overtime. Reeder gets the decision, a feat he repeats in the OVAC.

In 2005, Oak Glen pastes a 39-17 defeat on the Beavers, whose fans are their usual obnoxious selves, abusing the ref and questioning calls.
Beaver Local 33, Oak Glen 30
160 Jon Bittinger (BL) pin Anthony Cornell, 3:20

171 Zack Six (OG) maj. dec. Richard Sachs, 14-0

189 Devon Ludwig (BL) d. Zak Montero, 6-3

215 Jake Henderson (BL) d. Justin Greathouse, 7-2

285 Derek Wolfe (BL) pin Doug Murray, :36

103 Johnny McComas (BL) d. Danny Rowland, 6-3

112 Arizona Miller (BL) pin David Mahan, 4:36

119 Troy Eckleberry (OG) d. Mitch Thompson, 4-2

125 Ryan Asbury (OG) maj. dec. Jared McIntosh, 8-0

130 Ethan Dray (OG) pin Cameron Miller, 2:43

135 Joel Paolo (OG) maj. dec. Larry Williams, 8-0

140 Dylan Ice (BL) pin Paden Potts, :52

145 Nick McAvoy (OG) pin Mike Sachs, 1:02

152 Cody Miller (OG) d. Jarrod Osborne, 4-0
Ron Mauck Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Wrestling Tournament

Jan. 17, 18, 19, 2008, Wesbanco Arena, Wheeling 

Last year Oak Glen beat Wheeling Park by six points for the OVAC team title. This year Park wins by six points despite having only one wrestler win in the semifinals, edging Beaver Local, 204 to 198. Oak Glen, second to Park in the first few rounds, at the end slips to fourth place (178) behind Cambridge (184).

Oak Glen’sTroy Eckleberry at 119 pounds becomes a two-time OVAC champion as a junior. Cody Miller finishes second, losing an overtime heartbreaker in the finals to a wrestler he beat at the St. Clairsville tournament.

The Bears place eight, including Zack Six (160) third, Ethan Dray (130) and Joel Paolo (135) fourth, David Mahan (112) fifth, Nick McAvoy (145) sixth, and Danny Rowland (103) eighth.

Note: Steubenville Big Red, a wrestling doormat for some years, could become a contender in the valley judging by improved showing at OVAC and a huge number of participants in the Harding Middle School program. 

In 2007, every point is precious as Oak Glen wins a narrow but satisfying OVAC overall team title – its fourth in six years - edging out defending team champion Wheeling Park by a score of 200.5 to 194.5.

Oak Glen crowns one individual champion, Troy Eckleberry at 112 pounds. The Bears place 10 wrestlers: Ethan Dray (119, 2nd, ), Joel Paolo (125, 3rd), Ryan Asbury (103, 4th), Cody Miller (152, 4th), Zack Six (145, 5th), T.J. Osbon (171, 5th), Zac Montero (160, 7th), Nick McAvoy (130, 8th) and Jimmy Boyd (285, 8th). Boyd and Montero were unseeded.
In 2006, Wheeling Park wins the OVAC with a record 263.5 points. Oak Glen is second at 193.5, half a point ahead of Cambridge. Rhett Northcraft becomes a two-time champion, while fellow first seed Jesse Mahan comes agonizingly close, placing second with a 4-2 loss to James Myers.. Two wrestlers, Park’s Abbie Rush and St. Clairsville’s Zack Schuller, each win their 4th OVAC title. Placing third for Oak Glen are Ryan Asbury at 103, Josh Greathouse at 189 and Bryan Rowland at 215. Fourth, Ethan Dray and Cody Miller; seventh, Dirk Baker; eighth, Troy Eckleberry.

In 2005, Oak Glen wins the OVAC 220.5 to Martins Ferry 198 and Wheeling Park 189. Brooke is fourth at 134.5, Cambridge fifth at 124.5. Cody Potts becomes a two-time OVAC champion. Chris Stevens and Brandon Miller place second. Ethan Dray and Dave Foltz place fourth. Brandon Davis places fifth. Cody Miller is sixth and Zack Six places eighth.

Day One OVAC

Thursday evening session, Jan. 17, 2008

103 – Danny Rowland – bye
112 – David Mahan, a fourth seed, pins Taylor Clegg of Bishop Donahue in 19 seconds.

119 – Troy Eckleberry, a first seed, pins Brooke’s Josh Campbell in 38 seconds.

125 – Ryan Asbury, seeded sixth, pins Ethan King of Magnolia in 44 seconds.

130 – Ethan Dray, a four seed, pins Arthur Hobley of Steubenville in 3:20.

ins Josh Wilson of Wheeling Central in 3:45.

140 – Paden Potts, an eighth seed, also gets a Steubenville kid, Rob Smith. Smith puts up a fight. Potts wins a 11-5 decision.

145 – Nick McAvoy, seeded seventh, begins with a one-minute pin of Aaron Scurry of Brooke.

152 – Cody Miller, first seed, pins Tyler Thornberry of Beallsville in 59 seconds.

160- Zack Six, third seed, pins Jon Renforth of Indian Creek in 20 seconds.

171 – Anthony Cornell, though unseeded and undersized, fights to an 8-7 win over Todd Beven of Bridgeport. Anthony gets the first takedown, breaks a 3-3 tie with a reversal early in the third period, and ices the match with another reversal.

189 – Zac Montero unseeded, uses takedowns and near-falls to build an 11-0 major decision over Jon Boney of Caldwell.

215 – Justin Greathouse, unseeded, pins Kyle Morris of Barnesville in 59 seconds.

285 – Doug Murray, four seed, pins Andy Taylor of Magnolia in 38 seconds.

At the end of the first round, Oak Glen has all 14 wrestlers alive in the championship round and is tied at 48 with Wheeling Park, which lost two matches. Beaver Local is third at 32 points, with 11 in championship and two in consolations.

Day Two OVAC

Friday, Jan. 18, 2008

Championship bracket

103- Danny Rowland, unseeded, makes a nice start to his OVAC career (and picks up team advancement points from the first-round bye) with a 6-3 decision over seventh seed Eric Beck of John Marshall.

112 – Mahan ekes out a 4-3 win over Justin Goode of John Marshall.

119 – Eckleberry wins a 16-6 major over Justin LeRoy of Indian Creek, giving escapes and scoring at will. 

125 – Asbury has a tight match with Martins Ferry’s Zane McSwords. (McSwords is unseeded but will finish fifth.)After a scoreless first, McSwords escapes in the second. Asbury gets the takedown but gives up a reversal. In the third, Ryan breaks a 3-3 tie with an escape, but a locked hands call ties it again and they go into overtime. McSwords wins with a takedown on an ankle pick.

130 – Dray runs up a 13-4 score on unseeded Buckeye Local’s Brandon Bartrug.

135 – Paolo points Steubenville’s Angelo Iachini to an 11-0 major.

140 – Potts provides a rude 11-5 introduction to the tournament to Cameron’s Paul Blake, who sat out the first round with a bye. He lifts Blake and slips an attempted cowboy. 

145 – McAvoy barely meets another bye-guy, Brock Jones of Monroe Central, pinning him in 39 seconds.

152 – Miller gets another Cameron boy who sat out the first round, Tanner Whyte, and points him to an 18-2 tech fall.

160 – Six advances with a forfeit.

171 – Cornell’s match with third seed (and eventual champion) Chad Teague of  Cambridge does not go well. He gets pinned at 1:11.

189 – Montero also runs into an eventual champion from Cambridge, Kirk Wetherell, the second seed. The pin is in 33 seconds.

215 Greathouse hits John Marshall’s Taylor Potts, a third seed, and gets pinned in 2:37.

285 – Murray gets stuck in 35 seconds by a wrestler he would normally beat 99 times out of 100, unseeded Troy Haslam of River, completing an unfortunate sweep of OG upper weights into consolations.

The loss of five wrestlers in the second round – two of them seeded – and a lack of bonus points is a disaster for Oak Glen. The Bears slip to third at 76.5 points, behind Beaver Local at 80 and Park at 86.5.

Consolation round Friday afternoon
125 – Asbury pins Wellsville’s Mark Barton in 23 seconds.

189 – Montero uses a collar tie to take down Magnolia’s Jason Long and pin him in 31 seconds.

171 – Cornell is once again fighting a much bigger opponent, Nick Wells of Shenandoah, and loses a 6-1 decision. He is out of the tournament.

215 – Greathouse  wrestles tough in the first period against Martins Ferry’s Dalton Leach and appears to have a takedown on mat’s edge, but does not get the call. At 39 seconds into the second period, Justin gets taken down hard on his bad back and is pinned. He is done for the tourney.

215 – Murray takes it to Union Local’s Eric Neilson, pinning him in 34 seconds. .

The three pins in consolations help Oak Glen edge back into second place, 85.5 points to 93.5 for Wheeling Park. Beaver Local is third at 84 and Cambridge is hanging around at 75.5.

Evening Session Day 2 – championship quarterfinals and more consolations

103 – Rowland can count a moral victory by not getting pinned by first seed and eventual champion Dirk Bauer of Wheeling Park (formerly of Wheeling Central.) Bauer gets a 15-0 tech fall.

112 – Mahan wrestles a great match against Aaron Majetich of Wheeling Park. A takedown by David in the first period with 11 seconds to go is the difference in the match. Neither can score from neutral starts in the second and third periods. A stalling point at the end makes it 2-1. Mahan advances.

119 – Eckleberry allows a takedown by Cambridge’s Dillon VanDyne, escapes and takes VanDyne down. In the second period, Troy gets a reversal and pins VanDyne at 3:46.

135- Paolo takes a 2-1 lead into the third period over sixth seed Brandon Conrad of Meadowbrook. A reversal and near fall give Joel some breathing room. Final, 7-2.

130 – Dray has the bad luck to discover how good fifth seed Eric Canter of Bellaire actually is, losing 9-1. (Canter will defeat Dominic Prezzia in the 130 finals by the same 9-1 score.) 

140 – Potts’ seeding at No. 8 means in the quarterfinals he has to wrestle No. 1 seed (and eventual champion) Jimmy Reisz of Beallsville. Paden gives it a fight, bowing out with a 14-6 decision and dropping into consolations.

125 – Asbury also is on a bad luck streak. After losing in overtime to McSwords of Martins Ferry, in consolations he hits fourth seed Nick Risdon of Harrison Central, who had been upset by Beaver Local’s Jared McIntosh. After a scoreless first period, Ryan has a 2-1 lead in the second and is tied 3-3 going into the third. In the third he gets taken down, then ties it again at 5-5, but loses 7-5 and his tournament is over.

152 – Miller had beaten Taylor Banks of Harrison Central 10-3 in a dual, but Banks is strong and keeps their OVAC rematch close. Cody rides Banks through the second period to take a 0-0 score into the third. Banks gives the escape to start the third, but it is Cody who gets the takedown and the 3-0 win.

145 – McAvoy , a seventh seed, has one of the best matches of his career, winning a back and forth 8-7 upset decision over second seed Aaron Porter of Bellaire. 

160 – Six, three seed, has built an 8-0 lead over James Beatty of Cambridge, five seed, when he gets the fall at 3:25 and becomes the sixth Oak Glen wrestler to make the semi’s.

189 - Montero takes a 2-0 lead with a takedown of Tyler Druschel of John Marshall. In the second, Druschel ties it 4-4 with takedowns in the second. Zac escapes twice in the third but Druschel continues scoring takedowns and wins 9-6, ending Zemo’s tournament. 

285- Murray and Bob Bennett of Bellaire are scoreless in the first. Taking bottom in the second period, Murray can’t get an escape, but finally does in the third with 46 seconds to go after Bennett chose the top position. Bennett tries a throw, Doug slips the headlock and gets the takedown for a 3-1 decision.

Fourth round of consolations, Friday evening
Winners in this round will place.

103 - Rowland gets a takedown in the first and a pin in the second (2:33) on Jesse Crilley of Connotton Valley.

130 Dray is not happy about being in consolations and takes it out on East Liverpool’s Joe Coil, using takedowns and near falls to build an 18-1 tech fall in just under three minutes.

140 Potts had lost 4-2 to Ben Giles of Brooke at the Brooke Classic. Now he hits him in consolations with a similar close match. After a scoreless first, Giles escapes in the second and gets a takedown. Paden escapes in the second and again in the third, losing 3-2 and ending his tournament.

285 - Murray has a disappointing last match against Steubenville’s Ryan Dugan, a seventh seed. After trading escapes, they lock up in the third but when they hit the mat Doug is on the bottom and loses 3-2. Done and out.

Day Three OVAC

Saturday morning, Jan. 19, 2008
Championship semi-finals and consolation quarterfinals. 

112 David Mahan can get absolutely nothing going against Beaver Local’s Arizona Miller, losing 12-1.

103 – Danny Rowland finds himself in a takedown clinic put on by Weirton Madonna’s Eddie Nogay. The points fly until Nogay has put up 26 to Rowland’s 12.

119 – Troy Eckleberry  meets East Liverpool’s Preston Foster in a battle of northern valley wrestlers. Neither scores in the first. Troy escapes in the second. Both shoot at the same time – Bam! – and Troy gets the takedown. Final score, 4-0, and Troy is in the finals.

125 – Joel Paolo hit returning champ Ronnell Green of Wheeling Park in the semi’s last year. This year he gets second seed Jim McFarland of Brooke. Paolo gets a reversal in the second to make it 2-0, but McFarland responds with another reversal. Joel gives McFarland an escape to start the third, but the Brooke wrestler gets the takedown and wins 5-2.

130 – Ethan Dray scores a 5-point move in the second period on seven seed Tyler Berger of Cambridge and cruises to a 7-4 win.

145 – Nick McAvoy is aggressive in the first period against Edison’s Nick Stine, forcing a stalling warning as Stine flees the mat. But Stine gets takedowns in the first and third periods, winning 7-4.

152 – Cody Miller and Indian Creek’s Mike Emery are scoreless through two periods as Cody rides him through the second. Emery gives the escape in the third and neither scores another point; a 1-0 win for Cody and he’s in the finals.
160 – Zack Six gets a takedown on second seed (and eventual champion) Bryan Skoff of Bridgeport with two seconds left in the first period, and an escape in the second to lead 3-0. But Skoff scores a takedown in the second and a reversal in the third, and is leading 4-3 when he scores the fall at 5:22.

Consolation semifinals

112 – David Mahan gets pinned at 1:39 by Cody Wiltshire of Buckeye Local. He will wrestle for fifth place.

130 – Ethan Dray finds himself in a Mutt v. Jeff match against stork-tall Bryce Rush of Wheeling Park. Scoreless in the first, Dray rides Rush in the second, repeatedly taking him back to the mat by lifting a single bird leg and tripping. In the third, Rush rides Dray until Ethan escapes with 12 seconds to go to win 1-0. Great and entertaining match!

135 – Joel Paolo was third seed and John Marshall’s Ben Pockl was fourth seed before both got knocked into consols. Joel is up 5-2 in the second. He adds a takedown in the third, then trades points for a 9-4 final. He will wrestle for third.

145 – Nick McAvoy gives up two takedowns and two reversals to drop an 8-1 decision to No. 5 seed Jared Border of Caldwell. Nick will wrestle for fifth.

160 – Zack Six scores a takedown and reversal in the first against Derek Porter of Bellaire, escapes in the second, and piles on points in the third for a 13-1 win. He will go for third.

Oak Glen has not kept pace. Park clings to a slim lead, 182 to 180 for surging Beaver Local, as all four Beavers win their semifinal matches. Five of the six Park wrestlers who enter the semi’s lose. Oak Glen has slipped to third with 169, losing four of six in the semi’s. 

OVAC Championship and Consolation Finals

Evening session, Saturday, Jan. 20, 2007

8th Place 103 – Danny Rowland, freshman

Danny places in his first OVAC, losing 5-1 to Steubenville’s Chris Tingler. Not bad for a kid who wasn’t on the team three weeks ago.

3rd Place 112 – David Mahan, junior

David wrestles another tremendous match against Wheeling’s Aaron Majetich. After a scoreless first period, David gets a reversal in the second and that is the difference in the match. He gives Majetich an escape very late in the third and gets a stalling warning as he dances to another 2-1 win.

1st Place 119 – 2X OVAC Champion Troy Eckleberry, junior

Troy joins an elite group of two-time OVAC winners with a solid victory over Beaver Local’s Mitch Thompson. He gets a takedown in the first, but Thompson stands up repeatedly and the ref thinks Troy, holding a leg, takes too long to bring him back to the mat. On the stalling warning, Coach Shaw says, “That’s a terrible call! You’ve got to give us time to work!” Troy rides competently in the second, avoiding any stalling trouble and wearing Thompson down. He is given an escape to start the third and gets the takedown. Thompson’s reversal makes it 5-2. He gives Troy the escape again and tries frantically for the takedown to no avail. Troy is a two-time OVAC Champ!

4th Place 30  – Ethan Dray, senior

A softball throw at the end of the first gives Derek Hold of Martins Ferry a takedown. Holt gets a reversal in the second to lead 4-0. Two more takedowns, and two more escapes. Final, 8-3 Holt.

4th Place 135 – Joel Paolo, sophomore

Bad luck stalks Joel as a match he seems to have won spirals out of control at the end. A quick single leg gives him a 2-0 lead in the first over Shane Foster of St. John’s. They trade escapes in the second and third. A stalling warning with 25 seconds left is quickly followed by a penalty point with 9 seconds left, and a takedown call at the buzzer gives Foster an unbelievable 5-4 win.

6th Place – Nick McAvoy, senior
Aaron Porter of Bellaire, No.2 seed, gets revenge for Nick knocking him into consolations. A takedown in the first period is the only scoring. Porter gets a stalling warning in the second, and wins 2-0.

2nd Place – Cody Miller, senior

Cody had beaten Johnny Merryman of Shadyside 5-2 in the finals at St. Clairsville. In the OVAC finals, after a scoreless first period, Cody takes bottom position and is given an escape. Neither can score and they go to the third. Cody rides until the 1:12 mark, when an escape ties it. Merryman gator rolls them out of bounds and Cody needs an injury timeout for a strain in his right chest. Late in the third period, Cody gets the double leg but they are on the edge of the mat, and though Cody has toes in, he does not get the takedown call. Coaches and Oak Glen fans are off their chairs in protest. Then, Merryman’s fans think he has a takedown on the mat’s edge, but again no call. Neither scores in the one-minute overtime. In the first rideout, Cody is on bottom. He sits out, takes the head and looks like he may score a defensive pin, but instead the ref calls a penalty for grabbing the headgear. 2-1 Merryman. As they finish the period both ref and wrestlers think the match is over, taking off their ankle bands. But there is another 30-second rideout. Cody gives the escape to get the neutral start, but Merryman plays keepaway. That’s the match, 3-1.

3rd Place 160 – Zack Six, senior

Zack is all over Wheeling’s Seth Bumgardner. He allows one reversal in a 15-2 rout. 

Oak Glen (178 points) finishes fourth behind Cambridge (184), a team that came on strong to have  three champions. Beaver Local (198) loses two of four in the finals and never does quite catch Wheeling Park (204), which finishes with one champion and three thirds. Park’s six-point victory margin is the same that Oak Glen won by in 2007.

Quad at Buckeye Local

Saturday, Jan. 26, 2006
Oak Glen picks up three dual wins in a quadrangular meet with John Marshall, North Marion and Buckeye Local, running its season dual record to 11-1.

The Golden Bears defeat Buckeye Local 52-21, John Marshall 46-24, and North Marion 48-13. John Marshall goes 2-1 on the day, defeating Buckeye Local 49-22 and North Marion 37-23. Buckeye Local defeats North Marion 36-32.

The quad features a number of individual matchups between OVAC placers and state-ranked wrestlers. All teams have wrestlers out of their lineups. David Mahan is ill, so OG forfeits all 112-pound matches.

Four Oak Glen wrestlers go 3-0 on the afternoon: Troy Eckleberry (119), Joel Paolo (135), Ethan Dray (130), Nick McAvoy (145), Zach Six  (160/171) and Doug Murray (285.)

Cody Miller (152) and Justin Greathouse (215) go 2-0, each sitting out one match. Danny Rowland (103), Ryan Asbury (125), Paden Potts (140) and Zac Montero (189) go 2-1.

Oak Glen 52, Buckeye Local 21

Danny Rowland starts with a 44-second pin of Tray Harris.

A great matchup between Troy Eckleberry and Buckeye Local’s Mike Kendjorski pairs wrestlers who were seeded 1-2 at 119 pounds in the OVAC tournament, but did not meet because Beaver Local’s Mitch Thompson knocked Kendjorski into consolations, where he finished third. In this match, Eckleberry takes a 1-0 lead on a full Nelson penalty point in the first period, tenaciously rides Kendjorski in the second, and gets an escape in the third period. Troy scores a takedown with 10 seconds left to post a nice 4-0 win.

At 125, Jacob Hilliard is working on a single leg takedown of Ryan Asbury when Asbury hits a beauty of a switch and is up 2-0. He’s leading 7-0 when he scores the fall at 3:35.

Ethan Dray (130) gives up three takedowns to strong Brandon Bartrug and is trailing 6-3 in the second period when he explodes, scoring a hard takedown and punishing Bartrug with back points, piling up a 14-6 major decision.

Joel Paolo is leading Tim Nieb 9-0 when he pins him at 3:14.

The 140-pound match is between Paden Potts and Buckeye Local’s Mike Slaga, two wrestlers who were ranked in the OVAC (eighth and third seeds, respectively) but did not meet or place. Potts takes the lead 2-1 in the second period with a spin-behind takedown; Slaga ties it 2-2 with an escape, then decides the match with a fireman’s carry that gives him a takedown and back points for a 6-2 decision.

At 145, Nick McAvoy uses the guillotine to build a 5-0 lead in the first over J.D. Sokolowski. He adds back points and finally pins the BL wrestler at 5:33.

Josh Hilliard scores the takedown on Zack Six, but those are the last offensive points he will score. Zack uses a Peterson to reverse, should have gotten back points, but never mind, he cradles Hilliard and is up 5-2 at the end of the first. Nobody scores in the second. A takedown ends the match, 8-3.

Cody Miller is sore from his OVAC finals match and sits this one out.

Anthony Cornell at 171 is a sacrificial lamb for Buckeye Local’s best wrestler, Nathan Schaal. Anthony does not go easily but he does go, with a fall at 1:05.

Zac Montero gives up the first takedown to Rylan Pyciak in the 189 match and reverses him, all in the last 10 seconds of the first period. He pins Pyciak at 3:18.

Justin Greathouse takes it to David Soloman with a 54-second pin.

Doug Murray does the same with Shane Bishop, scoring the takedown and turning him for the fall at 1:30.

Oak Glen 52, Buckeye Local 21
112 – (BL)  forfeit
119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) d. Mike Kendjorsky 4-0

125 – Ryan Asbury (OG) p. Jacob Hilliard 3:35

130 – Ethan Dray (OG) maj. d. Brandon Bartrug 14-6

135 – Joel Paolo (OG) p. Jimmy Nieb 3:14

140 – Mike Slaga (BL) d. Paden Potts 6-2
145 - Nick McAvoy (OG) p. J.D Solokowski 5:33

152 –Derek Supanik (BL) forfeit
160 – Zack Six (OG) d. Josh Hilliard 8-3
171 – Nathan Schaal (BL) p. Anthony Cornell 1:07
189 – Zac Montero (OG) p. Ryan Ryciak 3:18
215 – Justin Greathouse  (OG)  p. David Soloman 0:54
285 – Doug Murray  (OG) p. Shane Bishop 1:30

103 – Danny Rowland (OG) p. Tray Harris 0:44
Oak Glen 46, John Marshall 24
Eckleberry has a 4-1 lead when he pins Josh Longworth at 3:06.

Ryan Asbury, ranked second in the state in A-AA, takes on the first of two W.Va. state-ranked AAA opponents. He gets takedowns in each of the first two periods and wins a satisfying 5-0 decision over John Marshall’s Jeremy Howard, ranked second in AAA.

Ethan Dray uses a Navy lace to take down Dalton Hall in the first. With a reversal and back points in the second, Ethan is pitching an 8-0 shutout. He escapes in the third (finally getting off that sore knee) and, with coaches and teammates urging him on, scores one more takedown with 2 seconds left in the match.

The 135-pound bout between Joel Paolo and Ben Pockl is a rematch between wrestlers who finished 4-5 at OVAC. Paolo had prevailed 9-4 in the OVAC consolation semifinals, knocking Pockl into the fifth place match, and the John Marshall wrestler acts like he has a score to settle. Pockl is ranked sixth in the state in AAA, Paolo fifth in A-AA. Pockl slaps Joel’s face and shoves after they go out of bounds. The ref allows this borderline behavior to go unpunished, but Paolo keeps his cool, getting three takedowns to craft a solid 7-1 decision. Pockl throws his headgear as he exits the mat and his own coach chastises him for his poor sportsmanship.

Paden Potts builds a 4-1 lead in the first over Christian Durig, using a trip for his second takedown. He takes one injury timeout for a hurting knee. He is leading 9-1 when he pins Durig at 4:31.

Nick McAvoy gets poked in the eye early in his match with Matt Smith (no penalty called), and a failed hip throw results in a 2-0 deficit. He quickly reverses, but a hard forearm to the back of Smith’s head draws a penalty point, and Nick is down 3-2. He rides Smith through the second, and though he can’t turn him, he cranks with the power half and gets a couple of loud groans from his opponent. Smith gives the escape in the third to tie it 3-3, and Nick comes through with a takedown for the 5-3 win.

At 152 pounds, Cody Miller scores a second period fall on John Marshall’s Dannie Ruza, state-ranked seventh in AAA. Cody opens the match with a dump that gives him a 5-0 start.

Zack Six beat Kason Melchiori 7-0 in the Brooke Classic, then had to injury default (ankle) to Melchiori in that tournament’s finals. In this match Zack uses a Navy lace to get the first period takedown with 20 seconds left. Melchiori (ranked fifth in AAA) escapes with 33 seconds remaining in the second period. Zack starts on bottom in the third, taking over the match with a reversal and back points for a 9-2 final.

Anthony Cornell again is fiesty but again gets pinned, in1:54 by Trevor Dunn.

Zac Montero this season has lived and died by the throw and pin, and this time dies, with Tyler Druschel scoring the fall at 1:48 in a rematch of their OVAC bout.

Doug Murray pushes Paden Morris all over the mat, then gets a takedown and backs on in the first for a 5-0 advantage. In the second, starting from the bottom, he reverses Morris and pins him at 2:39.

Danny Rowland is in another OVAC rematch. He was an unseeded 103-pounder who had upset seventh seed and 8th AAA state-ranked Eric Beck 6-3 in the second round. This day, Beck gets the first takedown and Rowland escapes. Danny rides him through the second period, then ties it with an escape in the third before pinning Beck at 5:28.

Oak Glen 46, John Marshall 24

112 – Dillon Arlenbacher (JM)  forfeit
119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) p. Josh Longworth 3:06

125 – Ryan Asbury (OG) d. Jeremy Howard 5-0

130 – Ethan Dray (OG) maj. d. Dalton Hall 11-6

135 – Joel Paolo (OG) d. Ben Pockl 7-1

140 – Paden Potts (OG) p. Christian Durig 4:31
145 - Nick McAvoy (OG) d. Matt Smith 5-3

152 –Cody Miller (OG) p. Dannie Ruza 2:47
160 – Zack Six (OG) d. Kason Melchiori  9-2
171 – Trevor Dunn (JM) p. Anthony Cornell 1:54
189 – Tyler Druschel (JM) p. Zac Montero 1:48
215 – Taylor Potts  (JM)  p. Gabe Jacobs 2:40
285 – Doug Murray  (OG) p. Paden Morris 2:39

103 – Danny Rowland (OG) p. Eric Beck 5:28

Oak Glen 54, North Marion 19

The dual starts, or rather doesn’t start, with a double forfeit at 112 pounds that scores six points for each team.

Eckleberry scores a 5-0 first period enroute to an11-3 major decision over Ryan Hinerman (younger brother of Eric?) state-ranked fifth in AAA.

Asbury loses 7-6 when he is reversed with 20 seconds to go in a back-and-forth match with Brandon Ramsey of North Marion, state-ranked sixth in AAA. Ryan gets the first takedown, then he and Ramsey trade reversals in the second. Ryan starts the third period with another reversal to take a 6-5 lead, but Ramsey gets the last one. Bad outcome but great match.

Oak Glen 54, North Marion 19
112 – double  forfeit
119 - Troy Eckleberry (OG) maj. d. Ryan Hinerman 11-3

125 – Brandon Ramsey (NM) d. Ryan Asbury 7-6

130 – Ethan Dray (OG) maj. d. C. Efaw 17-4

135 – Joel Paolo (OG) d.. Storm Barker 5-0

140 – Paden Potts (OG) maj. d. W. Wheeler 10-2

145 - Nick McAvoy (OG) maj. d. Tennant 10-2

152 – Cody Miller (OG) tech fall Munza 17-0

160 - Eric Hinerman (NM) by forfeit
171 – Zack Six (OG) p. T. Fluharty 1:53
189 – Zac Montero (OG) p. A. Jones 0:44
215 – Justin Greathouse  (OG) by forfeit
285 – Doug Murray  (OG) by forfeit

103 – Trent Fancher (NM) maj. d. Danny Rowland 11-2

Oak Glen 63, East Liverpool 15
at Oak Glen, Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2008

East Liverpool has once again fallen on hard times. Dylan Ice transferred to Beaver Local for the school year. Just before this match the Coil brothers quit the team. Little Mike Mercer is out sick. Preston Foster and Cagney Springer are good, and Dennie Ours is decent, but they’re all that’s left of a team that had shown signs of rebounding. Just like Rome, East Liverpool fell from within. 

Last year East Liverpool won six of 14 matches and lost only 42-24. This year the Potters win three matches and give up nine pins.

With the dual starting at 119 pounds, the Potters have their two best wrestlers up first.

Preston Foster and Troy Eckleberry are scoreless in the first period. Troy escapes to start the first, but Foster gets the takedown that proves the difference in the match. Another escape ties it, but Foster has the tactical advantage to choose down in the third. Troy rides him for a time, then gets Coach Shaw’s permission to give the escape to go for the takedown. Foster gets a stalling warning at 40 seconds left, but avoids the penalty and wins 3-2.

At 125 pounds, Cagney Springer is the real deal this year. Ryan Asbury is caught on his back in the first period and expends a lot of energy staying alive. Springer is relentless, scoring takedowns and back points, and finally does get the fall at 5:27.

Beginning with Ethan Dray’s pin of Vinnie Ours at 3:34, Oak Glen’s veterans take revenge over the next six weight classes, scoring five pins and a tech fall.

At 171 pounds, two Anthonys are locked in battle: Anthony Cornell is ours and Anthony Ours is theirs. Our Anthony wrestles a better first period than Ours, but neither Anthony scores. In the second period, Ours is on the bottom and ours rides him well, frustrating his escape attempts and turning Ours for three near fall points. That seems to take the heart out of Ours, and after a reversal in the third, ours pins Ours at 5:11.

Zac Montero wrestles an exciting match (aren’t they all with Zemo?) against Rob Rowe at 189 pounds. Zac sags back and gets the takedown on a failed cowboy headlock throw attempt in the first period, but gives up a takedown from a neutral start in the second. An escape and takedown make it 5-2 Zemo. He rides tenaciously in the second period, wearing his opponent down. Rowe gives him an escape to start the third, but it is Zac that continues to be the aggressor, building a 10-2 lead before pinning Rowe at 5:34.

East Liverpool’s third Ours proves a charm. Dennie Ours ends a back-and-forth match against Justin Greathouse with a fall at 3:04.

Oak Glen finishes with two more pins and a major decision to pick up its 12th dual win and hang a 63-15 embarrassment on the suffering Potters.

This match is not as humiliating for East Liverpool as two years ago, when Oak Glen scored nine pins, took 13 of 14 weight classes and won 73-6 despite having three starters out of the lineup.

Oak Glen 63, East Liverpool 15
119 – Preston Foster (EL) d. Troy Eckleberry 3-2 

125 – Cagney Springer  (EL) p. Ryan Asbury 5:22

130 – Ethan Dray (OG) p. Vince Ours 3:34

135 – Joel Paolo (OG) tech fall Mike Buchheit 18-3

140 – Paden Potts (OG) p. Dustin Green 0:35

145 - Nick McAvoy (OG) p. Jacob Martin 1:05

152 – Cody Miller (OG) p. Chris Tatgehorst 1:49

160 – Zack Six (OG) p. Dylan Jones 0:47
171 – Anthony Cornell (OG) p. Anthony Ours 5:11
189 – Zac Montero (OG) p. Rob Rowe 5:34
215 – Dennie Ours  (EL) p. Justin Greathouse 3:04
285 – Doug Murray  (OG) p. Matt Bolen 1:32

103 – Danny Rowland  (OG) maj dec. T.J. Densmore 9-0
112 – David Mahan  (OG) p. Brandon Kosut 0:41

Cardinal Invitational Tournament
Thomas Worthington High School, Worthington, Ohio, Feb. 2, 2008

Oak Glen crowns four champions, including two-time tournament champ Joel Paolo, and the Bears reclaim the tournament team title they lost last year to a loaded Reynoldsburg. Jimmy Rowland (103), Cody Miller (152) and Zack Six (160) are champions.

Ryan Asbury (125) and Nick McAvoy  (145) take seconds. Paden Potts (135) and Doug Murray (285) are third. David Mahan (112) is fourth. Zac Montero (189) is fifth.

Oak Glen wins with 250 team points, followed by Mt. Vernon with 207, Reynoldsburg with 177 and Geneva (which replaced Cleveland Heights in the 8-team pool tourney) with 168.

Oak Glen sees the worst officiating of the year at this tournament. The refs are slow on the start whistle, award penalty points for potentially dangerous holds, make non-calls and bad calls. One ref costs Eckleberry a match; another forces Six into an overtime rideout he thankfully wins. Ethan Dray, out sick, does not make the trip.
Last year, Reynoldsburg, ranked fifth in the state in the largest school division, is overwhelming, winning firsts in eight of 14 weight classes and taking the team title 338 to 207 for Oak Glen and 177.5 for Mt. Vernon. Finishing second were Troy Eckleberry (112), Nick McAvoy (130), Zack Six (145) and Cody Miller (152). Third were Ryan Asbury (103), Paden Potts (135), T.J. Osbon (171) and Jimmy Boyd (285).

In 2006, Oak Glen won this tournament with a team score of 256.5 and Reynoldsburg had 205. The Golden Bears had three champions: Jessie Mahan at 140, Josh Greathouse at 189 and Bryan Rowland at 215. Mahan was MVP. Dray (112) and Osbon (171) were second. Taking third were Ryan Asbury (103), Troy Eckleberry (119). Fourth were Dirk Baker (135) Paden Potts (125), Jack Wright (152), and David Collins (275).

On this weekend in 2005, the Bears went to the Montour Spartan Classic and won it with five champions: Brandon Miller 125, Rhett Northcraft 160 Dave Foltz 171, Chris Stevens 189, Cody Potts at 215. 
Summary by weight class

1st 103 - Danny Rowland has only four opponents in his pool, and beats them all handily, pinning three: Chris Phillips (Logan) 1:24; Cole Maloy (Geneva) 0:57; Dylan Pauley (Mt. Vernon) 6-0; and A. Ohler (Pickering) 0:20.

4th 112 – David Mahan loses twice to Matt Belcher of Mt. Vernon, once in the pool and once on consolation finals. In both he wrestles better than the final score indicated. In the first match they are scoreless in the first; David gets a takedown in the second but gives up a reversal and then a takedown with six seconds to go. Belcher piles on points in the third for a 16-4 win. In the consolation finals, nobody had scored when Belcher catches David on a roll and pins him in the second period. David wins a tight 3-2 pool match against Dave Reynolds of Groveport, decisions GenevaX Johnny Pantojas 8-2, and is pinned by Josh Hunter of Pickering in 1:55.

3rd 119 – Troy Eckleberry gets ripped by the ref in his semifinal match against Mason Smith of Mt. Vernon. The ref (the same one who awards penalty points for potentially dangerous holds) awards Troy a reversal in the second then waves it off, and does not give him a takedown in the third that he clearly has. Still, Smith wrestles well, riding tenaciously with the legs to beat Troy 3-1. The refs at this tournament also stop Troy’s bread-and-butter move, the guillotine, as potentially dangerous. In the consolation finals match against Jarod Sillenpaa of Mt. Vernon, Troy is not awarded a mat-edge takedown when he has Sillenpaa’s legs and his toes in. That match, 7-4, is closer than it should have been. In the pool he pins Sillenpaa (1:17) and decisions Ken Henault  (MVX) 9-1. 

2nd 125– Ryan Asbury wrestles a tight finals match against Charlie Hill of Mt. Vernon. Hill gets a takedown in the first. Hill takes bottom position in the second period, and Ryan cradles him for three points, then gets hit with a locked hands call to tie it 3-3 as he holds onto the legs when Hill stands up. Ryan is given an escape to start the third, but Hill gets a takedown and rides out the third period to win 5-4. (This continues Asbury’s hard-luck Cardinal history. He was third at 103 as a freshman and sophomore, losing only to champion Kent Li of Reynoldsburg in the semi’s.) In the pool, Ryan tech falls Austin Washburn of TW 15-0, pins Conrad Cheng of Riverside in 41 seconds, and pins Tyler Floyd of Groveport at 1:07.

1st 130 – Joel Paolo wins 8-2 in his finals match against Brent Kramp of Mt. Vernon, scoring three takedowns. The two points against him are both penalty points (see bad officiating, above). In his semifinal match he uses takedowns and back points to win 10-3 over Greg Bones of Geneva. With three takedowns Joel wins a 7-2 pool match against John Shenton of Riverside, whose mask and gorilla stance give a bizarre flavor to the bout. Also in the pool, Hunter Kahrl (MVX) does not score on Paolo in a 7-0 win.

3rd  135 - Paden Potts again finishes third in this tournament with a 1:38 pin of Davii Lee of Pickering in consolation finals. He takes down Lee and cradles him in the first, and is winning 5-1 when he gets the fall. When they met earlier in the pool, Paden pinned Lee at 2:42. In Paden’s semifinal match against Adli Edwards of TW, he gets the first two takedowns, gives two escapes, and is taken down for a 4-4 tie. Edwards rides Paden in the second. Paden gives him an escape in the third, but Edwards gets the takedown to make it 7-4. In the pool, Potts pins David Cullen of Mt. Vernon at 3:10, putting him on his back with a nice throw. In a tight pool match against Kurt Geiger of Logan, Paden is winning 3-1 when Geiger escapes with a forward roll. Paden takes him down with a double leg. Final, 5-4.

6th140 – A.J. Rhodes is tech falled 18-3 in his first pool match by eventual champion Caleb Messerall. In his second, he is leading Logan’s Turok Tucker 10-1 when A.J. gets the fall at 5:20. His third match is a heartbreaker against Corey Sheller of Mt. Vernon. Rhodes gets a reversal to lead 2-0 in the second, but gives up a reversal with five seconds in the period. Tied 2-2 in the third, he rides Sheller, giving up the escape with 12 seconds left to lose3-2. He pins Kyle Kneeper of Pickerington at 5:42. Drew Lyles of Groveport pins A.J. at 2:43 in the fifth place consolation finals.

2nd 145 – Nick McAvoy gets two falls and a decision on the day but loses his finals match to Kyle Miracle of Reynoldsburg 12-6. Nick is leading Leon Phillips of Geneva 6-0 when he pins him at 4:29 in the semi’s. In the pool he beats Pat Terry of Pickerington 9-2 and pins Gordon Hill of Groveport  at 2:45.

1st 152 – Cody Miller wins five matches, including three over opponents he beat last year. In the finals he pins Michael Frasure of Logan at 3:49, and in the semi’s pins Max Gowins of Pickering at 5:29. In the pool, Cody major decisions Steve Meier of Geneva 17-5, pins Kevin Dean of TW (1:17) and decisions Nate Fry of Mt. Vernon 11-4. The same ref who cost Troy a match keeps the Fry match closer than necessary, penalizing Cody for a legal armbar, giving Fry a stalling point when Cody was power-halfing from the ride, and stopping a legal figure 4 to the head. A disgusted Coach Shaw protests to no avail.

1st 160 – Zack Six uses cradles to win his finals match in convincing fashion 12-3 over Mike French of Geneva, but the memorable match in this tournament for Zack was one he almost loses in the semi’s to Ryan Williams of Pickerington because of bad officiating. Six gets a takedown in the first, Williams is awarded a takedown in the second, Zack gets a reversal in the third to go up 4-3. The ref ties it with an escape call near the end of regulation time when Zack still has his opponent’s leg locked up. A huge chorus of boos and rude comments cascades from the crowd. The ref points to one Oak Glen offender on the rail above in a threat to eject him. When Coach Shaw, who was not on the corner of the mat, questions the call, the referee assesses a team point but then relents. In neutral overtime and overtime rideouts neither wrestler can score. Zack chooses top position for the final rideout and is riding Williams when, with 13.5 seconds left, the ref screams, falls down and grabs his calf, which is cramping painfully. One onlooker from another team suggests an Oak Glen fan stuck a pin in a voodoo doll. Another ref steps in, Zack finishes the rideout and wins 5-4. In the pool, Zack pins Robert Robinson of Logan (1:13), Brian Fink of Geneva (2:29), and Matt Smith of Mt. Vernon (1:26). 

7th  171 – Anthony Cornell gets pinned three times: Kwan Bailey of Groveport, 4:47; Michael Brankamp of TW, 3:57; and Michael Snider of Logan, 5:03. In the Snider match, Anthony starts with a 5-point move, but is losing 13-9 when he gets pinned.

5th 189 – Zac Montero goes 2-2 on the tournament, tech falling Michael Hoy of Groveport 16-1 in the pool and then pinning him in 54 seconds in the fifth place match. In his first match, against Rex Little of Mt. Vernon, the eventual champion, Zac throws and has Little on his back in the first, but does not get the takedown or back points. Little recovers and gets the takedown, then takes over the match and pins Zac at 5:13. Zac loses a 4-1 decision to Nelson Marquez of Geneva.

8th 215 – Justin Greathouse bundles and throws Josh Bailey of Geneva in a back-and-forth first period of their pool match. Justin is leading 10-5 in the second period when he tries the bundle throw again, ends up on his back and is pinned at 3:16. Seth Nelson of Groveport, the eventual champion, pins Justin in 33 seconds, and he gives up a fall to Jake Poggemoeller at 2:54. His back hurting, Justin injury defaults out of the final two matches.

3rd 285 – Doug Murray goes 4-1 on the day; all are falls. In the pool he pins Ian Mizer of Mt. Vernon (2:50); J.P. May of Thos. Worthington (1:01); and Mike Williams of Pickerington  (1:28). He the semi’s he twice fights off the pin by Ricky Williams of Geneva, but succumbs in the second at 3:08. Coach Shaw questioned a non-call for out of bounds to no avail. In consolation finals, Doug pins Jordan Marrero of Reynoldsburg at 2:25.

Oak Glen 59, Brooke 6

Oak Glen 74, Weir 0
At home, Saturday, Feb. 9, 2008

A milestone for Zack Six and some individual rematches highlight a tri-meet with Brooke and Weir. Oak Glen closes out its dual season with a record of 14-1.

Zack Six’s two forfeit wins give him his 99th and 100th wins of his career.

At 140 pounds, Brooke’s Ben Giles had beaten Paden Potts 4-2 at the Brooke Classic. After both seeded wrestlers got knocked into consolations at the OVAC, Giles ended Potts’ tournament with a 3-2 decision. This match sees a lot more scoring between the two, who have similar muscular builds and wrestling styles. Giles gets a takedown in the first period and Potts escapes, then escapes to start the second and they are tied 2-2. Potts gets a takedown to lead 4-2, but Giles responds with an escape and takedown to lead 5-4. With seven seconds left in the second period, Giles is assessed a stalling point to tie it 5-5, then Potts escapes with one second left to go ahead 6-5 as the Oak Glen crowd goes bananas. Giles takes down position to start the third period and quickly escapes to tie it again, 6-6. Potts is warned for stalling. With 49 seconds in the match, Potts get a takedown.Giles escapes and Potts holds him off for an 8-7 decision. A great match!

Doug Murray had lost to Drake Kowchek 6-2 in the Brooke Classic. Kowchek wins this rematch in an overtime rideout. Scoreless in the first period, Kowchek escapes in the second and Murray escapes in the third to tie it 1-1. No score in overtime. Kowchek escapes in the first rideout to lead 2-1, rides Murray and appears to have the win but gets hit with a stalling point in the last seconds to tie it. In the third and final rideout, Kowchek quickly escapes to win 3-2.

At 135 pounds, Joel Paolo had lost to Brooke’s Jim McFarland 4-2 at the Brooke Classic and 5-2 in the semifinals of the OVAC. This match is close but with the same result. After a scoreless first period, McFarland gets a reversal in the second, Paolo ties it 2-2 with a reversal in the third period but McFarland quickly reverses and rides for the 4-2 win.

Justin Greathouse (215) scores a takedown in the first on Anthony Pederson and switches for a reversal in the second. A couple of escapes and a stalling point make it close. Greathouse wins 4-3.

At 112 pounds, David Mahan gets takedowns in the first two periods, then reverses Brent Fluharty and gets back points for a nice 8-0 major.

Ethan Dray at 130 gives the unfortunately named Sonny Beavers a 10-1 wrestling lesson, and Rowland, Eckleberry and McAvoy score pins.

In the Weir match, Anthony Cornell (171) uses takedowns to run up a 9-6 score over Mike Rasicci. Joel Paolo (135) gets a takedown in the first, rides in the second, reverses on a switch and gets back points to win a 6-1 decision over Cody Davidson.

Paden Potts (140) starts with a couple of softball throw takedowns on his way to a 20-4 tech fall of Brendon Sadler. Doug Murray (285) takes down Vince Miller, turns him and gets the fall in the first period. Troy Eckleberry gives up only escapes in an 11-4 decision over Jessie Bennett. Ethan Dray (130) meets an old friend in Wesley Barnes, building a 14-1 lead before scoring the fall at 4:59.

Last year, Oak Glen beat Brooke 46-28 and Weir 69-15.

In 2006, 81-0 over Weir and 51-12 over Brooke.

Oak Glen 74, Weir 0

160 – Zack Six (OG) by forfeit

171 – Anthony Cornell (OG) d. Mike Rasicci 9-6

189 – Zac Montero (OG) by forfeit

215 – Justin Greathouse (OG) by forfeit

285 – Doug Murray  (OG) p. Vince Miller 1:34

103 – Danny Rowland  (OG) by forfeit

112 – David Mahan  (OG) by forfeit

119 – Troy Eckleberry (OG) d. Jessie Bennett 11-4 

125 – Ryan Asbury (OG) p Josh Paris 1:30. 

130 – Ethan Dray (OG) p. Wesley Barnes 4:59

135 – Joel Paolo (OG) d. Cody Davidson 6-1

140 – Paden Potts (OG) tech fall Brendon Sadler 20-4

145 - Nick McAvoy (OG) by forfeit

152 – Cody Miller (OG) by forfeit

Oak Glen 59, Brooke 6

189 – Zac Montero (OG) d. Andy Duke 3-1

215 – Justin Greathouse (OG) d. Anthony Pederson 4-3

285 – Drake Kowchek (B) d. Doug Murray  3-2 OT

103 – Danny Rowland  (OG) p. Tyler Buchannan 2:37

112 – David Mahan  (OG) d. Brent Fluharty 8-0

119 – Troy Eckleberry (OG) p. Josh Campbell 1:16 

125 – Ryan Asbury (OG) by forfeit 

130 – Ethan Dray (OG) m.d. Sonny Beavers 10-1

135 – Jim McFarland (B) d. Joel Paolo 4-2

140 – Paden Potts (OG) d. Ben Giles 8-7

145 - Nick McAvoy (OG) p. Aaron Scurry 0:41

152 – Cody Miller (OG) by forfeit

160 – Zack Six (OG) by forfeit

171 – Anthony Cornell (OG) by forfeit

W.Va. Region 1 AA-A Championships

Feb. 16, 2008, at Oak Glen

This is a happy day for Oak Glen because the team will take all 14 varsity wrestlers to the state tournament. The Golden Bears run away with the regional tournament, amassing 293.5 points and crowning nine champions, plus two runners-up and three third place winners.

Champions are David Mahan, Ryan Asbury, Ethan Dray, Joel Paolo, Paden Potts, Cody Miller, Zack Six, Zac Montero, and Doug Murray. Troy Eckleberry and Danny Rowland are runners-up. Third-place winners are Nick McAvoy, Justin Greathouse and Anthony Cornell. Everybody goes to states!
Except for Eckleberry’s loss in the finals to a talented Cameron freshman, and questionable seeding that causes McAvoy and Zack Basich to meet in the semi’s, nearly everything at the regionals goes Oak Glen’s way. Anthony Cornell posts two 1-point wins against the same St. Mary’s wrestler: the first on a penalty point for excessive cautions, the second in an overtime rideout in consolation finals. Justin Greathouse posts two 20-second pins enroute to a third place finish, along with a sweet 4-1 decision over state-ranked Issiah Kotson of Magnolia. Ryan Asbury wrestles a tremendous 8-3 finals match against tough Mackenzie Peters of Williamstown. Danny Rowland upsets Madonna’s Eddie Nogay with two scores in the last 15 seconds. Zack Six sweats out a 1-0 finals win over Chase Hyde of Richie County. Ethan Dray decisions Williamstown’s Tyler George 3-1 in the finals. The championships are the first tournament wins for Montero and Potts.

Team scores: 1) Oak Glen, 293.5; 2) Williamstown, 166; 3) St. Mary’s, 112; 4) Cameron, 96; 5) Weir, 94; 6) Richie County, 78; 7) Tyler Consolidated, 63; 8) Wheeling Central,  56; 9) Magnolia, 53; 10) Weirton Madonna, 50; 11) Clay-Batelle, 45; 12) Bishop Donahue, 12.

In 2007, Oak Glen had five regional champions and four runners-up as it qualified 12 wrestlers for the state tournament. Champions were Ethan Dray, Nick McAvoy, Zack Six, Cody Miller and T.J. Osbon. Runners-up  were Ryan Asbury, Troy Eckleberry, Joel Paolo, and Mark Montgomery.  Jack Wright and Zac Montero, third, and Jimmy Boyd, fourth. Paden Potts and A.J. Rhodes miss states, placing fifth. Team points: 1, Oak Glen, 255; 2. Williamstown, 167.5; 3. St. Marys, 135; 4.Tyler Consolidated, 123.5; 5. Ritchie County, 117; 6. Magnolia, 82; 7. Cameron, 80; 8. Wheeling Central, 73.5; 9. Weir, 71.5; 10. Weirton Madonna, 51.

In 2006, the Bears crowned eight champions and amassed 266.5 points, ahead of second-place Williamstown at 168 points.

In 2005, Oak Glen won regionals with 296.5 points, ahead of second place Cameron at 205. St. Mary’s was third. Oak Glen has won the AA-A regionals as well as the state since the Bears dropped down from Class AAA in 1998.

1st  Round

103 – Danny Rowland starts the tournament right with a pin of Corrie Calvert of St. Mary’s in 15 seconds.

119 – Troy Eckleberry takes 30 seconds to pin Josh Holmes of Clay-Batelle.

140 – Paden Potts scores three takedowns on Weir’s Brandon Sadler before pinning him at 1:48.

135 – Joel Paolo is leading Williamstown’s Aaron Lockhart 14-0 when he scores the fall at 2:31.

145 – Nick McAvoy pins St. Mary’s Wade Poling in 1:46.

152 –Cody Miller pins Tim Osborne of Richie County in 12 seconds.

171 – Anthony Cornell and Andy Taylor of St. Mary’s are scoreless in the first period. Anthony escapes in the second and Taylor escapes in the third, but the inexperienced Taylor is penalized a point for too many cautions and Cornell wins 2-1.

215 – Justin Greathouse is down 5-1 to Aaron Sellers of Richie County when he begins a comeback. With a reversal in the third period, he is down only 5-4, but Sellers gets the fall at 4:41 and Justin is in consolations.

2nd Round, consols and semifinals

103 – Rowland  comes back from a 5-0 first period deficit to score a takedown from a neutral start in the second on second seed Eddie Nogay of Weirton Madonna. In the third, Danny escapes to make it 5-3. He comes out the back door for a takedown to tie it 5-5, and with 14 seconds to go, Nogay tries a gramby roll in a bid to escape for the win. Instead, Danny catches him on his back and is awarded two near fall points at the buzzer to win 7-5. The Oak Glen crowd goes insane!

112 – Mahan comes out like a terrier shaking a rat, pinning Andrew Sellers of Richie County in 59 seconds.

125 Asbury scores a takedown on Cameron’s Tevin Hall in the first period, rides him through the second, and is ridden in the third, winning 2-0.

130 - Dray takes down Thomas Neis of Wheeling Central, and pins him at 1:42.

135 Paolo racks up points on an opponent before the coup d’grace, leading Eric Estep 15-1 before the fall at 2:38.

215 Greathouse scores a fall of Williamstown’s Michael DiSiano in 21 seconds in consolations.

140 Potts scores two takedowns in the first, building a 7-3 lead on Paul Blake of Cameron before pinning him at 4:43.

145 McAvoy hits Zach Basich of Wheeling Central in the semi’s because Basich was seeded fourth, a clear case of the urgent need for tort reform. Nick can score only escapes, losing 12-3.

152 Miller is up 8-0 on Bobby Richmond of Bishop Donahue when he scores the fall at 2:36.

160 Six scores a takedown on Williamstown’s Josh Radabaugh then cradles him for a 5-0 first period lead. He rides Radabaugh through the second and pins him in the third (5:15)

171 Cornell can’t do much against eventual champion Rob Pennington of Richie County, dropping an 8-2 decision.

189 Montero gets his first match of the day in a four-man bracket. A quick throw gives him a 5-0 lead on Robbi Wigel of Williamstown. Then he takes Wigel down and cradles him for the pin at 1:37.

285 Murray makes short work of Tony Hall of Cameron, pinning him in 29 seconds.

Consolation semifinals

145 McAvoy advances to consolation finals with an injury default by TC’s Brody Northcraft.

171 Cornell and Nick Nero of Weirton Madonna are scoreless in the first. Nero choses bottom position in the second. Bad choice, because Cornell scores five points on near falls, then adds a reversal in the third before pinning Nero with one second left in the match, 4:59.

215 Greathouse runs into state-ranked Issiah Kotson of Magnolia, who also has been knocked into consolations. After a scoreless first period, Greathouse escapes in the second and gets a locked hands point to lead 2-0. Starting the third, misunderstanding Coach Ralph’s instruction, Justin gives - instead of pretending to give - an escape to make it 2-1. But this match is Justin’s. He gets the takedown as time runs out to win 4-1 and guarantee a trip to states.

Region 1 Finals 

2nd 103 – Danny Rowland gets a takedown clinic from Wheeling Central’s Kyle Bauer. Final, 26-11 tech fall. 

1st 112 - David Mahan is all over Clay-Batelle’s Travis Hall, scoring five points before the 1:07 fall.

2nd 119 – Troy Eckleberry finds out freshman David Schlieper of Cameron is as good as advertised. Schlieper gets a takedown in the first and a reversal in the second to lead 4-0. Troy responds with a reversal, but so does his opponent, and it is 6-2. Troy escapes in the third. He is working on a backdoor takedown when the ref stalemates them, and that’s the match, 6-3.

1st 125 – Ryan Asbury and Williamstown’s Mackenzie Peters were seeded 2-1 in this tournament. Ryan takes Peters to his back for a 4-0 lead in the first, and Peters escapes with a gramby roll. Peters rides Asbury in the second and gets a reversal in the third to make it 4-3, but the jumpy Peters gets three consecutive cautions to give up a penalty point and Asbury escapes to lead 6-3. Ryan adds a takedown at the end for an 8-3 final.

1st 130 Ethan Dray dumps Williamstown’s Tyler George in the first period, escapes in the second and gives up an escape in the third for a 3-1 win.

1st 135 Joel Paolo uses takedowns and near falls to point Weir’s Cody Davidson to a 17-1 tech fall.

1st 140 Paden Potts gets a takedown in the first and two in the second, throwing Williamstown’s Tony Jones all over the mat. He puts Jones on his back in the third, and Jones elbows and pushes Paden in the face. Both wrestlers are angry, but Paden controls his anger and simply beats Jones. With 20 seconds left in the match, Jones quits, standing up to let time run out and ignoring orders from his coach to keep wrestling. Final, 13-4.

3rd 145 Nick McAvoy gets a first period takedown on Richie County’s Aaron Hinzman and rides him through the second. In the third, Nick escapes and takes Hinzman down, winning 5-0.

1st 152 Cody Miller and Mark Board of Williamstown are scoreless in the first. Board takes the down position and Miller rides him punishingly, scissoring the abdomen and power halfing the head. Board taps out and the ref gives him an injury time out, awarding a three-point near fall. Cody goes into the same routine and this time gets the fall at 3:56.

1st 160 Zack Six and Richie County’s Chase Hyde go scoreless in the first. Six escapes in the second and rides Hyde through the third for a 1-0 decision.

3rd 171 Anthony Cornell gets Andy Taylor of St. Mary’s again in the consolation finals. After a scoreless first period, Anthony reverses in the second, is himself reversed and escapes to take a 3-2 lead into the third period. Taylor escapes 30 seconds into the period to tie it 3-3. Neither can score in the one-minute overtime and they go into a rideout. Taylor is down and escapes for a 4-3 lead. In the second rideout Cornell reverses Taylor to take a 5-4 lead but can’t hold him and an escape ties it 5-5. In the third and final rideout, Anthony has choice of positions because he scored first. He executes a quick forward roll to escape and win 6-5, to a huge ovation by the Oak Glen faithful.

1st 189 Zac Montero is all aggression in his championship match with Cullen Grover of Tyler Consolidated, throwing him for a five-point move in the first period. Grover reverses, but Montero reverses right back and it is 7-2. In the second, Zac rides Grover but gives up a reversal with two seconds left. Zac escapes in the third. A desperate Grover tries a throw at the end, but Zac slips the headlock and gets the takedown for a 10-4 final.

3rd 215 Justin Greathouse got knocked into consolations when he was pinned by Richie County’s Aaron Sellers in the quarterfinals. He quickly returns the favor, pinning Sellers in 20 seconds to claim third place.

1st  285 Doug Murray and Weir’s Vance Miller have seen each other before. Neither can lock up for a throw in the first. In the second, Doug gets an escape and they go at it from neutral the rest of the period. In the third period, Murray finally gets the leverage he’s been looking for and pins Vance at 4:53.

W.Va.  AA-A Championships

Feb. 21, 22, 23, 2008, Big Sandy Discount Store Arena, Huntington, W.Va.

Every Oak Glen wrestling team writes its own history and carves out its own destiny, this team no more or less than any other. From the beginning of the season, from the time these seniors were freshmen, the one single overarching goal has remained the same. Keep the streak alive. Don’t be the team that lets the string of consecutive state titles end. Win states. Win states. Win states. 

It is clear from the beginning of the season that this is a strong, experienced team, well capable of delivering another state championship. Like every team, the Bears battle injuries and illnesses through the season, some that threaten at times to knock out veterans who are needed to advance and score team points. The team faltered in the OVAC tournament, finishing fourth. Looking good on paper won’t be enough.

This team certainly does look good on paper, bringing all 14 wrestlers to the state meet, nine of them regional champions Compare that to the 2007 team, which brought 12 wrestlers, five of them regional champs. That team ran away with the team title despite crowning no individual champions. Placing five in the finals, and seeing none of them win, was a bitter pill for Oak Glen to swallow despite taking its 11th team championship. In 2007, however, no other A-AA team rose to challenge Oak Glen. No other team ended up with more than one individual champion. The talent was spread out. 

This year is different. Point Pleasant is strong, bringing 12 wrestlers, six of them regional champions. Independence brings 11, and three teams bring 10: Oak Hill, Calhoun County and Grafton. And then there’s Berkeley Springs, which brings only 8 but 5 are regional champions.

In the AAA tournament, the state title is up for grabs between two Region 1 teams: a senior-strong Parkersburg team looking to repeat, and a Wheeling Park team that edged Parkersburg for team honors in the regionals.

Round One, Day One, States

Thursday, Feb. 21, 6:30 p.m.

103 Danny Rowland takes down Cohen Hovermale of Berkeley Springs in the first period but locks hands. On bottom in the second period, he gets a stalling warning early, then finally gets going and escapes with five seconds left in the period. Hovermale escapes to start the third, and it is 3-2 Rowland. With mere seconds left, the ref ties it 3-3 with a stalling point. Early in overtime Hovermale gets the takedown to win 5-3.

112 David Mahan gets takedowns in each of the first two periods and controls throughout his match with Nick Stevens of Calhoun, winning 9-0.

119 Troy Eckleberry gets a takedown and two near falls in the first against T.J. Thompson of Independence. The score is 8-3 in the second period when Troy gets the fall at 3:43. 

125 Ryan Asbury trips Brett Floyd of Liberty H for a takedown in the first, gets a quick reversal in the second and pins Floyd at 3:00.

130 Ethan Dray takes down Darryl Deliere of Herbert Hoover in the first and pins him at 2:42. 

135 Joel Paolo takes down Jacob Williams of Independence in the first and pins him at 1:38.

140 Paden Potts gets two takedowns with throws, and is leading 6-1 over freshman Jeremy Garrrison of Lincoln when he gets the fall at 1:19.

145 Nick McAvoy did not win regionals and so does not get a fourth-placer to pin in the first round. Against Tre Pyles, a Point Pleasant senior with a 32-8 record, Nick gets a takedown in the first period, an escape to start the second and another takedown with five seconds left. He rides Pyles in the third. A penalty point makes the final 5-1, McAvoy.

152 Cody Miller pins Wyoming East freshman Josh Lafferty in 1:28.

160 Zack Six scores a takedown and near fall on junior Jason Austin of Grafton before pinning him in 59 seconds.

171 Anthony Cornell becomes the team’s second casualty with a 13-0 loss to Sean Sigman of Winfield.

189 Zac Montero scores a four-point throw to start his match with Rodney Mullins of Meadow Bridge. Mullins responds with an escape and takedown, but locks hands. Zemo escapes, and thus ends a busy first period, 5-3. Mullins does not score the rest of the way except for points he gives Zemo (a stalling point and another locked hands). Final, 14-3.

215 Justin Greathouse – Justin wins 5-3 in overtime against Michael Boyce of Grafton, a 28-9 sophomore and runner-up in Region 2.

285 Doug Murray battles into the third period with Jon Shultz of Point Pleasant before throwing and pinning him at 5:21.

At the end of Day One, Oak Glen has advanced 12 of 14 wrestlers in the championship bracket, and scored eight falls, two major decisions and two decisions. Early in the team race, Oak Glen leads big, 40 points to 29 for Point Pleasant.

Round Two, Day Two, States, Daytime Session

11 a.m. Friday, Feb. 22

103 – Rowland can get nothing going against Danny Suite of Clay, a 30-8 freshman. Suite gets a takedown in the first. Neither can score from a neutral start in the second. Suite gets a stalling warning as he rides Rowland throughout the third for a 2-0 win, and Danny is out of the tournament.

112 – Mahan spins behind for a takedown in the first, rides in the second and scores another takedown in the third for a 4-1 win over Alan Frush of Keyser.

119 – Eckleberry runs into 42-3 junior Phillip Allen of Point Pleasant. They are scoreless in the first period. Troy rides Allen through the second period, but Allen backs into a sort-of Peterson and gets the reversal call with one second left. Allen gives the escape in the third, and gets a stalling warning at 1:03 but nothing else, and Allen wins 2-1. Troy is in consolations.

125 - Asbury gets a huge comeback win over 33-8 junior Sean Gungle of Calhoun. Gungle gets the takedown in the first period but locks hands. Gungle stalls all first period (no call.) Asbury escapes in the second period, but Gungle gets an ankle pick to score a takedown with four seconds left, and leads 4-2. Asbury is on top in the third period. Late in the match as Gungle stands, Ryan locks in the cradle, takes him back to the mat hard and scores a near fall 3 to go up 5-4. It is a championship moment. The match is over but Ryan adds two more back points to make the final, 7-4. 

130 - Dray is all over Tommy Stark, a 36-6 junior from Keyser. Ethan spins behind for a takedown in the first and adds back points to lead 5-0. He builds a 12-0 lead before pinning Stark at 4:47.

135 – Paolo discovers freshman Ben Laughlin’s 35-3 record is no fluke. The Calhoun wrestler (who will finish second) and Paolo go scoreless in the first. Joel rides him through the second period. Laughlin rides Paolo through the third, with a stalling warning with 1:26 to go. In overtime, Laughlin gets the takedown to win 2-0, and Joel drops into consols.

140- Potts scores a takedown and back points to lead 4-0 over Cody Hilty of Poca in the first. After an escape apiece, Paden gets the fall at 3:26.

145 – McAvoy gets an eye poke in the first period of his match with Brian Gray of Greenbrier West, Region 3 champion. Nick escapes in the second period, and gets a takedown with seven seconds left in the period to lead 3-0. Gray tightens the match with a reversal in the third, but Nick wins, 4-2.

152 –Miller gets the only defensive pin of his career, and it is a pretty one. Cody is leading 10-0 in his match against Jeff Goodrich of Calhoun, having nearly pinned Goodrich at the ends of the first and second periods with his favorite: scissors to the abdomen and power halfing the head. In the third period Cody is on bottom position. He sits out and backs into Goodrich, who puts his legs around Cody’s waist. Cody suddenly arches back, reaches over and Goodrich is stuck at 4:31.

160 – Six and Jeff Clifton of Independence are scoreless after one, and trade reversals in the second for a 2-2 tie. Zack then reverses again and scores back points to take a 6-2 lead into the third. Clifton isn’t done, scoring a takedown and giving the escape, but Zack counters his takedown attempts and it ends 7-4.

171 – Cornell fights to the end of his season’s final match. Down 13-1 in the third to Dallin Rust of Frankfort, Anthony gets a reversal and is out of the tournament, 13-3.

189 – Montero is in a nail-biter with 38-7 junior Jordan Mellott of Keyser. Neither scores in the first. Zemo escapes in the second, and rides Mellott in the third for a hard-earned 1-0 win.

215 – Greathouse comes oh so close to beating Zac Yeager of Calhoun, 29-9 senior, champion of Region 4 (and eventual state champion.) After a scoreless first, Yeager gets an escape and takedown in the second period, and Justin escapes. In the third, Justin escapes again to tighten it to 3-2. With a minute to go, Oak Glen fans jump to their feet as Greathouse takes Yeager down to his back with what would be the winning points, but Yeager rolls through and puts Justin on his back, pinning him at 5:06. Justin heads to consolations.

285 – Murray scores a four-point takedown on Shawn Murphy of Richwood, but Murphy reverses to keep it close, 4-2. They trade escapes in the next two periods. Doug gets a takedown at the end to win 7-4.

Friday afternoon consolations 

119 – Eckleberry advances in consolations with a 5-3 win over Dustin Kimble of Petersburg. Kimble, a 42-10 junior, lost in the first round to eventual runner-up Joey Maldonato of Roane. 

135 - Paolo quickly disposes of Jesse Salisbury of Webster Springs with a 23 second pin.

215 – Greathouse at regionals beat Richie County senior Aaron Sellers twice and does it again here. He is leading 2-1 in the third period when he scores the fall at 3:33.

Oak Glen heads into Friday night with nine wrestlers alive in the championship bracket and three in consolations. Several Oak Glen wrestlers, however, will hit their toughest opponent in the semi’s because of the pill drawn for their bracket.  In the team race Point Pleasant trails Oak Glen 99 to 71.5, and remains mathematically viable with six wrestlers still in the championship bracket. Berkeley Springs, Calhoun County and Roane County are bunched far back at 54.5, 54 and 53.5 points.

At this point in 2007, Oak Glen had 90 points to 56.5 for Point Pleasant and 54.5 for Williamstown.

Evening Session: championship semi-finals and consolation quarterfinals 

Friday, Feb. 22 – Everyone who wins in this round will place

112 – Mahan is one of those who hit their toughest competition in the semi’s: 47-2 Rusty Maness of Point Pleasant, the eventual champion. Maness gets the fall at 2:20. 

119 – Eckleberry gets a takedown in the first against Tyler Cottrill of Braxton, a freshman with a 37-8 record. Cottrill escapes in the second period and Troy gets a takedown at the buzzer for a 4-1 lead. Another escape and takedown in the third give Eckleberry a 7-1 win.

125 – Asbury gets a takedown in the first period on Wirt County’s Justin Cline. With a 3-1 score, Ryan is the first Bear in the finals this year.

130 – Dray is the second to hit his toughest competition in the semi’s: Cody Clark of Calhoun, who beat Ethan 6-4 in the semi’s last year on a controversial takedown call. Ethan, his knee injured, went on to default to sixth place, while Clark won the weight class and was named tournament outstanding wrestler. The 2008 script is almost identical. Clark gets a takedown in the first period. Dray reverses in the second and gets two points on a tilt to lead 4-2. Clark escapes. In the third period, Clark reverses and rides for a 5-4 decision, and for Ethan it is once more “close, but no cigar.”

135 – Paolo leads all the way in his consolation match against Walter Patton of Shady Spring, Region 3 champion. A reversal by Patton at the end makes the final 7-2.

140 – Potts had pinned Cameron sophomore Paul Blake in the regionals. In this match, Blake gets the first takedown and keeps it close until near the end. Paden gets a reversal in the second period for a 3-2 lead, but confidently gives the escape to tie, then gets a takedown for a 5-3 lead. He gives another escape to start the third, then adds a takedown and back points for a very nice 9-5 win. Paden is in the state finals.

145 – McAvoy did not meet Max Nogay of Weirton Madonna in the regionals but meets him here. Nogay gets a takedown in the first period. He rides Nick through the second period and gets a stalling warning. The final is 3-0; Nick heads for consolations and Max will get beat by Basich in the finals – little comfort that all three are from Region 1.

152 – Miller last year wrestled one of the great matches of his career in the state tournament semi’s with a 4-3 win over two-time state champ James Casto of Point Pleasant. This year’s semifinal matchup is just as pivotal, with Cody, ranked No. 2, against No. 1-ranked Jake Justice of Independence, a 55-1 junior and returning champion (Justice defeated Zack Six in the 145 finals last year.) Cody gets a takedown in the first; Justice ties it 2-2 with a takedown from a neutral start in the second. Cody escapes, then escapes to start the third, for a 4-2 lead. He takes Justice down to his back for an 8-2 lead, then rides and turns him for a 10-2 final. With the seconds ticking down, Justice on his belly quits wrestling and Cody sits on him until time expires, drawing a meaningless stalling warning from the ref.

160 - Six has Jared Kleman of Clay, a 34-4 senior who was runner-up in Region 4 to Anthony Jeffers. They are scoreless in the first period, then Zack reverses in the second to go up 2-0. Kleman reverses to start the third period, Zack escapes and wins with a 3-2 final. Zack will face Jeffers in the finals.

189 – Montero hits returning champion Nick Hylton of Liberty R, a senior with a 44-0 record. Hylton beat OG’s T.J. Osbon in the finals last year, and proves too much for Zemo, pinning him at 3:03.

215 - Greathouse was in the opposite bracket of Weir’s Derrick Rovira in the regionals and got a forfeit in the dual with Weir, so has not wrestled him. Rovira scores takedowns and Justin can score only escapes for an 8-4 final. Justin’s tournament is done.

285 - Murray avoids the pin but can’t score against big 46-4 senior Adam Barnette of Independence. The final is 11-0 and Doug is in consolations.

Oak Glen ends Friday night with four wrestlers in the finals and seven who will place in consolations. The 12th consecutive team title is all but locked up with a lead of 152 to 112 for Point Pleasant. At this point last year, the Bears were almost exactly the same, 151.5, to 69.5 for Point Pleasant, 68 for Calhoun, and 66.5 for Williamstown.

Day Three, States – Morning Session, Saturday, Feb. 23

Consolation Semi-finals

112 – David Mahan had beaten Nick Stevens of Calhoun 8-0 in the first round Thursday. They meet again here. After a scoreless first period, Stevens catches David in a cradle and pins him at 1:32.

119 – Troy Eckleberry scores a takedown and near fall on DeAngelo Castro of Oak Hill in the first period and adds a takedown in the second to built a 6-1 lead, then rides Castro out in the third.

130 – Ethan Dray gets a takedown in the first on a returning champion, Shady Springs’ Sonny Harrah, a 36-7 sophomore who won the 125-pound weight class last year. (Harrah lost 2-0 to Cody Clarkson in the semi’s). Harrah chooses neutral in the second period but nobody scores. In the third, Ethan gets a reversal and stalling point for a 5-0 lead. A reversal by Harrah at the end makes it 5-2.

135 – Joel Paolo also gets a returning champion who has been knocked into consolations: David Dennis of Ravenswood, 34-3 senior who lost 2-1 in the quarterfinals to eventual champion John King. Paolo and Dennis are scoreless through two periods, though Dennis gets a stalling warning while riding Paolo in the second. Dennis chooses bottom position in the third and gets a reversal. That is the final, 2-0.

145 – Nick McAvoy scores a takedown in the first and a reversal in the second over Blake Mangold of Keyser, a 43-5 senior. From a neutral start in the third, Nick scores a takedown, they trade reversals, and Nick adds back points for an 11-4 win.

189- Zac Montero is taken down in the first by Kenneth Holland of Greenbriar West, and those two points are the margin of victory. They trade escapes and Holland wins 3-1.

285 – Doug Murray has his hands full with big Jamie Rohrbauh of Petersburg, a 40-12 senior. After a scoreless first period, Murray goes down with a painfully sprained ankle and must injury default. Rohrbauh displays genuine concern for his injured opponent, helping him up and remaining beside him as Doug is attended to off the mat. 

Consolation Finals Saturday afternoon

5th Place 112 – David Mahan gets a takedown in each of the three periods for a nice 7-1 win over Cody Everett of St. Mary’s.

3rd Place 119 – Troy Eckleberry wrestles a terrific consolation finals match against Phillip Allen of Point Pleasant. Troy had lost 2-1 to Allen in the quarterfinals, and meets him again after Allen survives a 7-6 overtime match in consolation quarters with Cameron’s David Schlieper, the freshman who had beaten Troy in the regionals (what a tough weight class!) They are scoreless in the first. Allen escapes in the second and Troy escapes in the third period. Neither can score in overtime. In a rideout, Troy scores a reversal to lead 3-1. Allen escapes in his rideout, so Troy wins 3-2.

5th Place 125 – Joel Paolo has lost a couple of heartbreakingly close matches to tough opponents in this tournament, but finishes on a high note with a commanding 15-0 tech fall over Zack Oates of Petersburg.

3rd Place 130 – Ethan Dray ends his high school wrestling career with a hard-fought win, staging a second period comeback over Jacob Milam of Liberty R. In the first period, Ethan dumps Milam but they go out of bounds. Milam gets a takedown and leads 2-0. Ethan reverses in the second and earns back points for a 4-2 lead. Milam gets an escape in the third for a 4-3 final, delayed by four blood timeouts as Milam’s nose flows.

3rd Place 145- Nick McAvoy ends a great two-year run on varsity with his second win over Brian Gray of Greenbrier West in this tournament. After a scoreless first period, Nick, on top, turns Gray on his back twice in the second period and leads 4-0. He adds a reversal in the third before pinning Gray at 4:29.

5th Place 189 – Zac Montero finishes on a high note with a 5-1 win over Aaron Wood of Grafton. Zac gets a takedown in the first and another in the third.

6th Place 285 – Doug Murray has to injury default to a wrestler he beat earlier in the tournament, Shawn Murphy of Richwood.

2008 AA-A State Championship Finals
Saturday evening, Feb. 23

1st  Place 125 – Ryan Asbury ensures there will be at least one champion for Oak Glen this year, beating the surprising Tevin Hall of Cameron in a close match. In regionals, Asbury beat Hall 2-0 on the strength of a first period takedown. Here, Asbury gets a takedown in the first period, rides Hall through the second and scores a reversal in the third period for what seems a safe 4-0 lead. But the action opens a blood fountain in Ryan’s nose and results in multiple stops in the match. Hall gets a second wind, escapes and scores a takedown, and Ryan holds him off for the 4-3 win.

2nd Place 140 – Paden Potts also ends up with a Region 1 wrestler in the finals, Danny Palmateer of St. Mary’s, and just like Asbury, he is in control most of the match until things go south late in the third. Neither scores in the first period. Paden escapes to start the third and gets a takedown, but with 49 seconds in the period, the ref gives him what will prove to be a pivotal stalling warning. Palmateer escapes at the end of the second and beginning of the third period, and Paden is nursing a 3-2 lead. With 50 seconds left in the match, the ref ties it up with a stalling point. In a controversial flurry, Palmateer is awarded a takedown while Paden still has an underhook, Paden spins out of it and is given an escape. Now losing 5-4, Paden fights unsuccessfully for a takedown as the clock winds down. Coach Shaw is so angry over the bad takedown call that he royally chews out the ref at the scoring table. The ref yells back and deducts a team point from Oak Glen 

1st Place 152 – Cody Miller finally wins “the big one,” giving Oak Glen its second state champ with a solid 8-2 decision over Derrick Williams of Herbert Hoover, a 31-4 senior who was ranked No. 3 in the state behind Justice and Miller. Cody scores a takedown with a single leg in the first, but is overconfident going for back points and gives up a reversal to make it 2-2. On top in the second period, Cody puts in the scissors and power half to earn two back points, then tilts Williams for another two and a 6-2 lead. He reverses Williams in the third and is still trying to tilt for back points when the match ends.

2nd Place 160 – Zack Six hit a quality returning state champion last year in the finals, and it happens again. After a scoreless first period, 52-1 Point Pleasant senior Anthony Jeffers rides Zack through most of the second. Zack escapes with about 20 seconds left, but Jeffers immediately drops in on Zack’s leg for a takedown, and takes the head as they land for back points. That’s pretty much the match, though Jeffers adds a reversal in the third and both are warned for stalling. The final is 7-1..

12th Consecutive W.Va. AA-A High School Wrestling Championship
No team in any sport in West Virginia high school athletics has strung together as many consecutive state championships as Oak Glen’s wrestlers. Right behind, however, is the Fairmont Senior boys’ swimming team. The Polar Bears have an active streak of 11 consecutive team titles.

In a perverse sort of respect, the state’s coaches honor those who challenge or beat Oak Glen. Anthony Jeffers and Danny Palmateer – the two who beat Oak Glen wrestlers in the finals – tie for the outstanding wrestler award in A-AA. (Two-time state champ Jeffers, yes, but what about other two-time state champs this year? Zach Basich, Cody Clark, Cameron Gallaher and Nick Hylton are all return champs and Hylton beat another state champ in the finals.) Placing second to Oak Glen in the tournament, Point Pleasant’s Jack Cullen is named Coach of the Year in AA-A. Larry Shaw has earned that honor six times in his career. 

Was this Coach Shaw’s last season at the helm?

All season long, especially in the flurry of news articles that followed his 300th career dual win, Coach Shaw has dropped hints that his coaching career is drawing to a close. He always stopped short of saying that this is his last season, however. He was asked a hundred times at the state tournament “Is this your last season?” He responded each time that it was a decision yet to be made. 

2008 Final Team Points (Top 20)

1.Oak Glen 189.50 2.Point Pleasant 129.00 3. Calhoun Co 116.00 4. Berkeley Springs 108.50 5. Roane Co 105.50 6. Independence 79.00 7. Liberty Raleigh 75.00 8. Greenbrier West 68.50 9.Grafton 63.00 10. St Marys 57.50 11. Herbert Hoover 57.00 12. Cameron 55.50 13. Petersburg 50.00 14. Wheeling Central 45.50 15. Williamstown 41.00 16.Oak Hill 40.0017. Keyser 32.00 18. Sissonville 28.00 19. Clay Co 27.00 20. Braxton Co 26.00

2007 Team Points:1.Oak Glen 168.5; 2. Point Pleasant, 86.5; 3. Williamstown, 79.5; 4. Herbert Hoover, 75; 5.Grafton, 74; 6. (tie) Calhoun County and Shady Spring, 72; 8. Clay County, 71.5; 9. Berkeley Springs, 70.5; and 10. Greenbrier West, 69.

2006 Team Points: 1.Oak Glen 203.5; 2. Calhoun County, 132.5; 3. Point Pleasant, 119; 4. Independence, 104; 5.Williamstown, 189; 6. Roane County, 87; 7. Herbert Hoover, 79; 8. Grafton, 69.5; 9. Greenbrier West, 60; 10. Braxton, 55.

2005 Team Points: 1.Oak Glen 248; 2. Shady Spring 156; 3. Calhoun County 115; 4. Cameron 105; 5. St Mary’s 91.5; 6. Point Pleasant 76; 7. Independence 69.5; 8. Greenbrier West 66; 9. Berkeley Springs 62.5; 10. Ravenswood  62.
Someday the streak will end, but not this day.
A lot was expected of this team, and it delivered on nearly every promise. The team went 14-1 in duals and was the OVAC Dual Meet Champion. This team won the Brooke Classic, Cardinal Invitational and Region 1 tournaments, was the OVAC AAA Division Champion, and most important, kept the string alive with an unprecedented 12th consecutive A-AA W.Va. State High School Wrestling Championship.

Most other teams would be happy with a fourth place overall finish in the tough OVAC tournament, but for this team it was a sobering defeat. Plus, it came on the heels of the team’s only dual loss, a 33-30 squeaker to rival Beaver Local. The days after OVACs were dark days, full of “if only” thoughts. The team could have begun to doubt itself and spiral downward.

Instead, the team picked itself up off the mat and began winning again, dominating the remainder of its dual meets, crowning four champions and reclaiming the team title at Worthington, and then steamrolling the competition in Region 1 to send all 14 varsity wrestlers to states.

The Bears match last year’s 14-1 dual record, losing only narrowly to Beaver Local and posting big wins over South Side, Parkersburg South, Martins Ferry, Harrison Central and especially Wheeling Park.

There were individual milestones to celebrate: Zack Six, Troy Eckleberry and Ethan Dray all get their 100th career wins – Dray’s coming after it looked like his career was over with a knee injury at the Brooke Classic. (Ethan notches 21 wins after returning from that injury.) Eckleberry wins his second OVAC crown. Cody Miller and Ryan Asbury win state championships, and Miller ties Jessie Mahan’s team record of 147 career wins.

It was a season of individual championships won and lost, gritty comebacks, matches that slipped away, painful injuries, belly laughs and tearful moments, bitter defeats that stick in the craw and stories of triumphant victories that are told and retold with relish.

But the one thing, the main thing, the big thing, the most important thing that this team accomplished: it kept the string alive. A lot of goals were achieved but nobody achieved all of his individual goals. In the end, every member of the team, every coach, every stat girl, every JV, every fan and family member felt part not only of a championship team, but a championship team that kept the string alive while writing its own unique chapter of the Oak Glen wrestling legend.

Top 25 Moments of 2007-08
Everybody has their favorite memories of a season. These are mine.

No. 25. Eckleberry v. Allen: Coulda been the finals. In the state tournament quarterfinals, Troy Eckleberry runs into 42-3 junior Phillip Allen of Point Pleasant. Scoreless in the second, Allen backs into a Peterson and gets the reversal call with one second left. Allen wins 2-1. Allen then loses in the semi’s to eventual champion Bradley Reed of Berkeley Springs by a point, 5-4. In consolation semifinals, Allen beats David Schliepper of Cameron by a point in overtime, 7-6. (Schliepper had beaten Troy in regional finals). Troy and Allen meet again in consolation finals. Allen escapes in the second and Troy escapes in the third period. Neither can score in overtime. In a rideout, Troy scores a reversal to lead 3-1. Allen escapes in his rideout, and Troy wins 3-2. (A bittersweet way to get the 100th win of his career.) Tough, tough weight class.

No. 24. No Mas, No Mas. In the 140-pound Region 1 finals, Paden Potts gets a takedown in the first and two in the second on his way to a 13-4 thrashing of Williamstown’s Tony Jones. He puts Jones on his back in the third, and Jones elbows and pushes Paden in the face. Both wrestlers are angry, but Paden controls his anger and simply beats Jones. With 20 seconds left in the match, the bloody and beaten Jones quits, standing up and glaring at Paden as time runs out, ignoring orders from his coach to keep wrestling. 

No. 23. Dray sticks Taylor at Park. In a pivotal match at Wheeling Park, Coach Shaw moves Ethan Dray down a weight class to face state No.1-ranked Nick Taylor at 125 pounds. Dray is dominating and relentless, scoring a takedown and back points for a 5-0 lead in the first. He tacks on two more back points before sinking in the half and scoring the fall at 3:38. After the pin, the frustrated Taylor gives Dray a shove that costs Wheeling Park a team point for unsportsmanlike conduct, and Oak Glen has retaken the lead in the match 25-22, eventually winning 36-25.

No. 22. Six defeats a Teays Valley undefeated. Nate Ormiston of Teays Valley enters the Best Value Tournament undefeated at 15-0. After a scoreless first period, Zack Six starts the second period on bottom, scores a reversal and rides. On top in the third period, Six rides Ormiston for almost a minute when Ormiston scores a reversal to tie 2-2 and rides Six out. In the one-minute overtime, Six scores a takedown with seven seconds to go and wins 4-2.

No. 21. Zero time win: Paolo reverses Peters as clock expires. At the Best Value Tournament, Joel Paolo encounters 13-1 Mackenzie Peters of Williamstown in his final pool match. Paolo scores a takedown in the first. In the second, Peters ties it with a reversal and both wrestlers are warned for stalling. In a busy third period, Peters rides Paolo, Paolo escapes and gets a takedown and Peters reverses. With time expiring, Paolo appears headed for a 5-4 win but the ref ties it 5-5 with a stalling point. As the clock expires, Paolo gets the reversal call to win 7-5.

No. 20 McAvoy finishes off Park: Trailing Oak Glen 31-25 with only one match to go, Wheeling Park’s only chance is an upset of Nick McAvoy by Marcus George at 145. The home crowd cheers as George scores the first takedown Nick McAvoy, but the flicker of hope is quickly doused. McAvoy immediately reverses George and rides him, adds back points in the second, and pours on the points in the third for an eventual 12-4 major decision.

No. 19 Murray v. The Bloody Forehead: After powering his way through the pool at the Best Value Tournament with four first-period pins, Doug Murray finally finds a better opponent in Teays Valley’s Robby Spencer. After a scoreless first period, Murray gets an escape and takedown in the second period to lead 3-0. The match is stopped three times because Spencer keeps bleeding profusely from his forehead, blood flowing over his face. Two takedowns in the third give Murray a 7-1 decision. Doug goes on to become tournament champion with a 2-1 win over teammate Jimmy Boyd, who entered as an alternate.

No. 18 Regional Rideout: Cornell goes to the big show – In the Region 1 consolation finals, Anthony Cornell for the second time in this tournament meets Andy Taylor of St. Mary’s  (who sounds suspiciously like Andy of Mayberry). Anthony won the first meeting 2-1 when the inexperienced Taylor was penalized for too many cautions. In this match Anthony takes a 3-2 lead into the third period, but Taylor escapes 30 seconds into the period to tie it 3-3. Neither scores in overtime. In the first rideout Taylor escapes for a 4-3 lead. In the second rideout Cornell reverses Taylor to take a 5-4 lead but can’t hold him and an escape ties it 5-5. In the third and final rideout, Anthony has choice of positions. He takes down and executes a quick forward roll to escape and win 6-5 to the delight of the Oak Glen home crowd. He’ll go to states as third place winner in Region 1.

No. 17. Zemo the Magnificent wins Region 1. Action wrestler Zac Montero, who found his Happy Place upon moving up to 189 pounds, is all aggression in his regional championship match against Cullen Grover of Tyler Consolidated, throwing Grover for a five-point move in the first period. Grover reverses, but Montero reverses right back and it is 7-2. Zac rides Grover nearly all the second period, giving up a reversal with two seconds left. Zac escapes in the third. A desperate Grover tries a throw at the end. Zemo slips the headlock, gets the takedown for a 10-4 final, and wins his first tournament championship.

No. 16. Buzzer-beater: Danny Rowland v. Max Nogay.  It doesn’t look good as Danny Rowland finds himself in a 5-0 hole in the first period of his Region 1 semifinal match against second seed Eddie Nogay of Weirton Madonna. In the OVAC tournament, Nogay dominated Danny in a 26-12 scoring fest. In the second period of this match, Danny scores a takedown from a neutral start, and in the third escapes to narrow the score to 5-3. With time running out and the Oak Glen crowd cheering wildly, Danny comes out the back door for a takedown to tie it 5-5. From a new start with 14 seconds left in the match, Nogay, on bottom, tries an ill-advised Gramby roll. Danny catches him on his back and gets two near fall points at the buzzer to win 7-5. Rowland advances to the regional finals and will go to states.

No. 15. Six survives ref at Worthington – In the championship match at the Cardinal Invitational, Zack Six wins in convincing fashion 12-3 over Mike French of Geneva. But he almost didn’t get there because of poor officiating in his semifinal match against Ryan Williams of Pickerington. Zack gets a reversal in the third to go up 4-3 but the ref ties it with an escape call near the end of regulation time when Zack still has his opponent’s leg locked up. A huge chorus of boos and rude comments cascades from the crowd in bleachers high above. The ref points to one Oak Glen offender on the rail above in a threat to eject him. When Coach Shaw questions the call, the referee assesses a team point (later retracted) because Shaw was not a coach on the corner of the mat. Through neutral overtime and two rideouts neither wrestler can score. Zack chooses top position for the final 30-second rideout and is riding Williams when, with 13.5 seconds left, the ref screams, falls down and grabs his painfully cramping calf. An onlooker from another team smilingly suggests an Oak Glen fan stuck a pin in a voodoo doll. After a long break, another ref steps in, Zack finishes the rideout and wins 5-4. 

No. 14. Round Robin: Potts v. Brancker, Pockl & Giles - In 140-pound pool action at the Brooke Classic, Paden Potts upsets the first seed and eventual champion, Edison’s Chris Brancker. Brancker gets the first takedown; Paden ties it 2-2 in the second with an escape. Brancker escapes in the third to lead 3-2, but late in the match Potts comes back to score a takedown and near-fall to get a dramatic 6-3 win. (Potts loses 4-2 in the semi’s to Ben Giles of Brooke, then in consolation finals gets stuck by John Marshall’s Ben Pockl, who had been knocked off by Brancker in the semi’s. Pockl had beaten Giles 8-0 in the pool. Potts, who finishes third, will have a dramatic rematch with Giles later in the season.)

No. 13. Greathouse v. Ritenour: “The Slam” - In a Best Value Tournament pool match against second seed Brad Ritenour of Dover, Justin Greathouse is trailing 4-0 in the first period but hits a nice switch with 15 seconds left for a reversal to make it 4-2. In the second period Ritenour reverses, Greathouse escapes, and the score is 6-3. They lock up, and as Greathouse bearhugs his larger opponent, Ritenour locks an elbow under Justin’s chin and pulls him over backward. Both wrestlers leave their feet and hit the mat with a thunderous boom, Greathouse on top and Ritenour on his back, and it looks like Justin will have a takedown and back points. Instead, the ref calls an illegal slam and will not relent despite Coach Shaw’s strong protest. The match swings on that call, and Ritenour eventually wins 12-7.

No. 12. OG lightweights (Burchett, Mahan, Eckleberry, Asbury, Dray, Paolo) run the table to beat South – In a pre-Christmas dual at Parkersburg South, South has a 24-15 lead with six matches to go. Zack Hanson had scored a tight 3-2 decision over Doug Murray at 285, and Jacob Layton got lucky and stuck Zack Six 33 seconds into their 160-pound match. Then Oak Glen’s lightweights take over. Burchette pins Zack Wilson, and Dave Mahan scores takedowns for an 11-6 win over Jeremy Corbett, tying the team score 24-24. Troy Eckleberry is trailing highly ranked Tyler Green 2-1 in the first period when he catches Green coming up, pancakes and pins him at 1:56. Ryan Asbury pins Nick Busch in the first period, Ethan Dray majors Beau Cooper 16-2, and Joel Paolo majors Danny Fordyce 10-0. Oak Glen wins going away, 44-24.

No. 11. Slaphappy: Paolo-Pockl rematch - Joel Paolo v. John Marshall’s Ben Pockl at the Buckeye Local Quad is a rematch between wrestlers who finished fourth and fifth, respectively, at 135 pounds in the OVAC. Paolo had prevailed 9-4 in the OVAC consolation semifinals, knocking Pockl into the fifth place match, and the John Marshall wrestler acts like he has a score to settle. Pockl is ranked sixth in the state in AAA, Paolo fifth in A-AA. Pockl continually slaps Joel’s face and once shoves him after they go out of bounds. The ref sees nothing wrong. Paolo keeps his cool, using three takedowns to craft a solid 7-1 decision. Pockl throws his headgear as he stomps off the mat, trailed by his own coach berating him for poor sportsmanship.
No. 10. Harrison Scarison – Harrison Central throws a scare into the Bears in an early season dual, Dec. 19. Harrison begins with a pin at 140. Three of Oak Glen’s senior co-captains respond with wins, but only by decisions, and when Ian Howell gets a bare 11-3 major over Zac Montero at 171, Harrison is up 10-9. A pin at 189 gives them a 16-9 edge. Oak Glen comes back with pins by Justin Greathouse (215) and Doug Murray (285) to reclaim the lead 21-16. Oak Glen forfeits 103 and is behind again, 22-21, when Tasmanian Devil David Mahan scores a second period pin. OG is on top 27-22. Troy Eckleberry at 119 is scoreless against Jake Emery until he escapes to start the third, and wins 3-0. State placer Nick Risdon gets a takedown in the third to break a 3-3 tie and defeat Ryan Asbury, and Oak Glen’s lead shrinks to 30-25. But Joel Paolo delivers a solid 11-2 major over Shawn Pate, and Paden Potts pins I. Baltic in 50 seconds. The Bears enjoy a sweet 40-25 win after a seesaw match.

No. 9. Vengeance: Potts v. Giles, Round 3 - Brooke’s Ben Giles had beaten Paden Potts 4-2 at the Brooke Classic in the 140-pound bracket. Then, after both seeded wrestlers got knocked into consolations at the OVAC, Giles ended Potts’ tournament with a 3-2 decision. Potts gets some measure of revenge by winning their last meeting in the Oak Glen-Brooke dual. Giles gets a takedown in the first period and Potts escapes, then escapes to start the second and they are tied 2-2. Potts gets a takedown to lead 4-2. Giles responds with an escape and takedown to lead 5-4. With seven seconds left in the second period, Giles is assessed a stalling point to tie it 5-5, then Potts escapes with one second left as the Oak Glen crowd goes bananas. Leading 6-5, Giles takes down position to start the third period and quickly escapes to tie it again, 6-6. Potts is warned for stalling. With 49 seconds in the match, Potts get a takedown. Giles escapes and Potts holds him off for a satisfying 8-7 decision. 
No. 8. So close: Miller  v. Merryman Part 2 - Cody had beaten Johnny Merryman of Shadyside 5-2 in the finals at St. Clairsville. In the OVAC finals, after a scoreless first period, Cody takes bottom position and is given an escape. Neither can score and they go to the third. Cody rides until the 1:12 mark, when an escape ties it. Merryman gator rolls them off the mat and Cody has an injury timeout for a strain in the chest. Cody gets the double leg but they are on the edge of the mat, and though Cody has toes in, he does not get the takedown call. Coaches and Oak Glen fans come off their seats in protest. Then Merryman’s fans think he has a takedown on the mat’s edge, but again no call. Neither scores in the one-minute overtime. In the first rideout, Cody is on bottom. He sits out, arches back, takes the head and looks like he may score a defensive pin. Iinstead the ref calls a penalty for grabbing the headgear and Merryman leads 2-1. As they finish the period both ref and wrestlers think the match is over, taking off their ankle bands. But there is another 30-second rideout, and Cody gives the escape to get the neutral start and attempt the takedown. No dice, and that’s the match, 3-1. It is the saddest moment of his wrestling career, but Cody lifts his eyes to the Oak Glen fans, giving them a wry grin and a shrug.
No. 7. Park humbled: Rhodes clinches Dual of the Year – After a series of epic battles between state-ranked wrestlers, including pivotal pins of Nick Taylor (Ethan Dray) and Dutch Fisher (Doug Murray), Oak Glen is clinging to a slim 28-25 lead over hated rival Wheeling Park with only two matches to go in their dual. The fate of their teams on their shoulders, two unranked 140-pounders take the mat: A.J. Rhodes for Oak Glen and Joey McKee for Park. Both benches are on their feet. Wheeling gets to cheer first as McKee scores two first-period takedowns. Rhodes responds with two escapes, then scores a takedown from a neutral start in the third to tie the score 4-4. Neither can score in the one-minute overtime. Rhodes escapes in the first 30-second rideout to take a 5-4 lead. He controls McKee for most of the second rideout, but McKee gets up and Rhodes, desperately hanging onto the legs, is assessed a stalling point with one second on the clock. In the third and final rideout, Rhodes gets to his feet twice and each time McKee takes a leg. The first time Rhodes is pushed out of bounds, but the second time McKee is the one penalized for stalling. Oak Glen’s fans roar. Teammates pound Rhodes on the back as he walks off the mat with a 6-5 win that gives Oak Glen a 30-25 lead. Nick McAvoy scores a major in the final bout and Park is beaten 35-25.

No. 6. Shaw’s 300th Win - During a quad meet at Morgantown, Oak Glen’s 58-12 dual win over Fairmont Sr. on Dec. 15, 2007, appears utterly unremarkable. Then Coach Larry Shaw turns to a friend and says in a matter-of-fact tone, “Know what? That was my 300th dual win.”  In the days to follow, there will be several lengthy newspaper features on his accomplishment; Shaw and his wife Cindy will receive a plaque and recognition from Oak Glen boosters at the next home match; at the OVAC tournament he is singled out for special recognition during opening ceremonies. But on the day it happens, only a handful of people besides the coach himself knew that he had achieved another huge milestone in a unique and remarkable coaching career. 

No. 5. Fighting the Stork: Dray & Potts v. Rush - When two short, bull terrier-style wrestlers (Ethan Dray and Paden Potts) took on stork-like Bryce Rush with his long arms and legs, the result was most definitely comical. Potts wrestled Rush at 135 pounds in Oak Glen’s dual with Wheeling Park. After a scoreless first period, Paden had to ride Rush in the second. Whenever Rush stood up, Paden took a leg but couldn’t lift it high enough to take Rush back down, and Rush hopped around the mat until the ref called stalling. Rush enters the third period with two points for stalling and wins 4-2. When Ethan wrestles Rush in the 130-pound OVAC consolation semifinals, the same scenario unfolds. Tied 0-0 and riding Rush in the second period, Ethan can’t stop the standup either but he repeatedly takes Rush back to the mat by lifting a bird leg, fighting off his long stiffarm and tripping him. Ethan, on bottom in the third, escapes with 12 seconds to go for a 1-0 win.

No 4 - 100 Wins for Dray, Six, Eckleberry – When Ethan Dray reinjures his knee early in the season at the Brooke Classic, it seems his wrestling career might be over. A couple of weeks later he is back on the mat, and at the St. Clairsville Best Value Tournament notches his 100th win with a tough 3-0 decision over undefeated sophomore Tyler George of Williamstown. Ethan escapes in the second for a 1-0 lead, and in the third scores a near fall two to make it 3-0. George is awarded a reversal on the mat’s edge, but Coach Shaw protests that Dray had the whizzer in and the ref reverses himself, deducting the points (as the crowd boos) to preserve the shutout. Zack Six gets his 100th win with a default against Brooke, and Troy Eckleberry hits the 100-win mark on his last match of the season, a 3-2 win in state consolation finals over Point Pleasant’s Phillip Allen.

No. 3 – Path to the finals: Asbury cradles Gungle – Ryan Asbury gets a huge comeback win over 33-8 junior Sean Gungle of Calhoun in the state tournament quarterfinals. Gungle gets the takedown in the first period but locks hands. He stalls all first period (no call.) Asbury escapes in the second period, but Gungle gets an ankle pick to score a takedown with four seconds left, and leads 4-2. Asbury is on top in the third period and must score to win. It is a championship moment. Earlier in the match he had almost gotten a cradle, and now, late in the match he locks it in as Gungle stands. They rock over backwards and Ryan keeps his hands locked as they hit the mat hard, holding Gungle for a near fall 3 to go ahead 5-4. He adds two more back points to win 7-4 and remain on his path to a 125-pound state championship.

No. 2 - OVAC Champ times 2: Troy Eckleberry v. Mitch Thompson - Troy joins an elite group of two-time OVAC champs with a solid 5-2 victory over Beaver Local’s Mitch Thompson in the finals. He gets a takedown in the first. As Thompson stands up repeatedly the ref gives Troy a stalling warning for taking too long to return him to the mat, drawing a sharp protest from Coach Shaw that the call was too quick, that his wrestler has to be given an opportunity to work. Troy rides competently in the second. In the third period he is given an escape and scores the takedown to sock the championship away. The usually stoic Troy allows himself a big smile as he gets a hug of congratulations from Coach Shaw.
No. 1 - Big Match: Cody Miller v. Jake Justice – Last year Cody wrestled one of the great matches of his career in the state tournament semi’s with a 4-3 win over two-time state champ James Casto of Point Pleasant. This year’s semifinal matchup on Friday of the state tournament is just as pivotal, with Cody, ranked No. 2, against No. 1-ranked Jake Justice of Independence, a 55-1 junior and returning champion. Cody gets a takedown in the first; Justice ties it 2-2 with a takedown from a neutral start in the second. Cody escapes, then escapes to start the third, for a 4-2 lead. Cody clinches it when he takes Justice down to his back for an 8-2 advantage and they go out of bounds. Justice points to the scoreboard in disbelief. Riding, Cody turns his opponent for more back points and the 10-2 final. With the seconds ticking down, Justice, lying on his belly, quits wrestling, and Cody just sits on him, the ref giving a meaningless stalling warning. Cody’s win 24 hours later in the finals against Derrick Williams of Herbert Hoover is equally dominating, the 152-pound state championship deeply satisfying.
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